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BRANNON, PRARL. INTERVIEW. . 105§6
Field Worker's name Ethel Mae Yatts;
’ / . R
This report made on (date) April 22, 1938. ' 193
-
1. Neme Pearl Brannon
9, Post Office Address - Blk City, Oklahoma
3, Residence address (or location) 501 North Adams N
4, DATE OF BIRTHY Month _September Day’ 6, _ Year 1872
| . <
S5« Place of birth Denton, Texas R
6, Name of Father J. J. Lidle Place pf birth ATerinessee
, J =
Other information abtout father .
7. Neme of Mother Hester Ann Lidle Placc of bikth Trennessee

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narretive by the field worker dualing with the lifs and
story of the rerson inturviewed, Rofer to Manual for susgosted sub jects
and questions., Continue on hlank shects if nocessary and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached o
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Field Worker, Ethel Mae Yates,
April g2, 1038.

Interview with Pearl Brannon,
Elk City, Oklshoms.

b

By parents were J. J. and Hester Ann Lidle.
Mother's maiden name was Rogers. A niece of S(ot'har'a,
Mrs. Bell Ouerry #hicit, on seeing Will Rogers on the
screen and seeing fhe resemblance to Mother's people,
sent $5.00 dack to Tennesses aid had bdirth records
looked up and 1mnnd that ~l111 Rogers and my mother
were second comin,.

I ﬁs born in Denton Couynty, Texas. Father was a
Toxas Ranger. I can remenber sone terrible things that
ocourred when I was about five years old. I rememder
cne night Father n_s. gone on an Indian chases. We were
living in & little one room log house that had a pc;rlt‘-
hole at ome side of the firepléve. Nother to)d us.
children to de quiet for she believed that there were

Indiens around. The next morning we i'ound tracka' all
1 4 ‘.

Tmmem—— . -
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under this hole where they had been trying(to see in.

They went to a nsighbor's house and made & raii”and

1
-

" ¥{lled all the femily but & little boy, eilght ysars

old, and his 1ittle sistér, four yeers old. It was the
Finley family. The little boy's name was Jonnie. He

took his l1ittle sister and oclimbed down in an old dyg

/eifthat was partly filled with rubbiah and covered

-

over with logs. He aaid that the Indiann welked over

‘this well & numbder of ﬁmoa on thoso logs, bdut never

did look in. There was a noted ranch-man who took
Jonnie and raised him and 4n ldter years he wert by

the name of Morgan. . I don't remsmber who took the
|

t
|

girl.

I
f

There wiis & 1de known as Graxny Dodson who walk- -

ced to vork for thi same Mr, Morgan and many timss

‘the Indians chased her. My oldest af ster stayed with

her & .'htle and whisn she died she still had sores
around on her body and .legs where the Indians had

shpt her with arrpws.

¢

-

On this same night that the Finley family was'
j . -

killed,my fvther's saddle horse thet he rod§ ou chases

349
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was stolen. He was & lange bay horse namad Bill.

About ; ;:;k later t.hija homssame‘baox hame and had an /
Indim rope tied on hip neck., I guess one of our sons /”
has the rope. This all took plaoo in 1877 and the Indi@ne
were mostly Comanches. ‘;’ A /

Now 4{n 1899 our i’amily an four otheﬁf familiea start-
ed -from Archer Connty,; Ta‘xa-.‘in five covei{'ed wagoie with
a hundred and fifty head of c§ttle and some horses. #hen
.we got tlo Archer City there wero;tii‘éy more covered wagons
on their way to Okhﬁm Territory. I remémber one night
we got ali 6r the cattle bedded dowm and we ouraelve;
went to bed N¥e woke up early next morning nnd. overy one
of the cattl;; were gone. My husband went dback to;xr or
‘rive miles hunting for them. Finding no ?race of thc;m.
he came back and went down the rmd tl;at we Vvere to go

. on and found ‘them,'do'n\the road about two miles a;ld they - -
had all bedded down agnin. ‘

Je crossed Rgd River at Doan's Crossing. ! Thorg w.aa
striv(\in the-rl ver bed md & man to plllot ue 2aross, but

o were %eld up at the river three days for our oattle »

to be inspected for ticks.
8 Yo
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+ ¥hen we came ‘across one county e hadn t been able
to get water for our astock and we sawy a hoyae back in
a pasture with & windmill. My brother aagﬂ "Here {8 °
uharc I am going to water these cattle,” ;md when they
got to the windmill, out cane a man with Aus ahotgun
end said thet we couldn’t stop for he had lost two
hundred head of cattle.. My brother grabbed his gun and
said that the cattle wers goiné to drink‘ and ti:at he
would pay for every tick that he got off of our cattle. ‘

'm?'ro were four families. stopped 1@ Greer County,
Q?fieﬂ were the ;anly onos that came on to Roger Mills,
fe were on the road six weeks and camped out and cogked
on csmp ﬁmn. Jpod was scarce so we had to cook with

dow chips most of ths time. #fe had a tent but the rest

of the oroxd had to slegp on the gmxfnd or in the wagons.

1 guess there were asbout thirty boys along, acting |cow-
boys. > »
de first stopped at Berlin and rénted & dugout from

aDpector Morrison. e paid him £10 for & month's rent

and we got there just the night before thet awfulprairie
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fire broke out that bni-m:i[ui: the Pcr}y fanily. - my*“--—-—s__
wore living in tents and hed ﬁlowed na fireguamds.
fle stayed in the dugout twoc weeks Then filed on a
claim over on Beover Creek twelve miles northeq;qt_a of

Elk City . On the claim we lived in our tent until we

oould get a dugout made./ And then we learned tﬁat

another man had filed the ¢laim 80 we gave if up
and filed a\ga;n and dug/snother dugout and the ssme
thiang babpénod again. [So we filed ‘three times b;fom
ve got a hame., fe made & third Augouq sad covered it
with bosrds and when it reined it just poured in end

s

1 would set buckets, [pans and tubs all over the deds

trylng to keep thmi TY. ,

ifhen we first qame we got our mail at Berlin,

y 28, 1900, my husband went %o

!
end it snowed on him ;/'“\\

we were living in the tent; one

then Hamon, and on
Hamon after the ma

Oh, yes, whil

.a wind storm and blew the tent ’

1 morning, then all of

«

night there came
down on us, We

us o;-awled out unfurt.
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#MM{Q spring we put in & scd orop, but got

! —
, -

no rain and in Ootober we oouldr mm \—1p the sod and I
£ind seed just like we plented them. The folbwing
;;ntpr we had lots of enow and our cattle didn't know
.much about these canyons and would fall ~ff into the
oényons in the snow. de have hed some terrible times
trying to get thenm o?t.

A bunch of us went fishing one day and took our

L.

dixumr.\We went to wheare Sand Stone Creek empties
into the flashita River. To our sad disappointment we
caught no fish but we ate our lunch, visited a while
B

and went home. .

#e went over in Greer County %o see my brother -
and caming home the river was up so ¥e couldn't cross
and our horses swam agross and left us.

I remember another time I was vis{iting my brother

N"‘—‘
over in Oreer County, eight mileg fram Granite, west

of ths Gyp hills. Be lived in an old dugouf, dugut\imn':
in the ground snd covered with d{rt. Out in front was

a bFush arbor. #e hed baen sitting out there in the
a
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evening in the cool and it decame bedtime. He picked

- up his two mall voys, cerried them in the dugout, laid |
them on the bed, and when he laid them down he ﬁaerd 8
rattlesneke sing.~He told his wife to dbring his gun

and the ‘lamp. \He told .the boys not %o move, thet thert;

was & snakes in the bed with tham. He shot {ts head off

up between the boys. He said that
1t took nerve to do it b;t his 7boya’ 1ives depended on
hm. He said that he sew the snake just as he laid the
badbies down and thdught once that he would greb {ts head,
but then he- knew if he missed it that it would get him. -
The second year that we were ﬁ;re Flk City was get-
ting under headway and my husband got & job working at
what was calleﬁ the Xansas City lumber Yard. It was L T
located where the 7estern Lumber Yaré s nox. e then
moved {in to towm Dbut hee to g0 dack every six months
on our claimé and I want to say tﬁat those people who
came in-the early days were the best peo-le that I

ever saw, They took it up on themselves to .look after -

our cattls, would reke our kraut, and look after our
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plioo. e never thought about locking & door and never
dia have one thing atq}en. The tirat year that we were
here my husband didn't get to work much. The big cattle
owners were leaving the country, going %o Mexico and
other places with their cattle. They would have from |
three to five hundred head md some times more and as
they ceme through, my husband and Mr., Littrel guarded hcame
cattle one mile and then scmeone elss wonld teke np gueard
ahere they quit off and then enother. This wéuld reach
for miles, trying to keep our home cﬁttio’out of the
herds. é
ae‘came'to this country for free gress and ochesp
feed as we owned lotg of stock. e &lso Srought a
11 ttle money :;Hh us and we never suffered the hardshipa
that our ploneer neighbors did. de lovad these neléhbors
and sympathized with them and tr;ed to haip them, and ;o
still think tbat they were -the best people in the warld.

__%e lived in Elk City several years then moved up
Skl .

_near Durham,,éfﬁ&fnglfnng\ggqrt, then back to Blk City .

and bave lived in and around here ever since,~ -
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