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v Form A-(3-149)
UlOCRAFHY FORM . '

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Projoct for Oklahoma' 3 3 8

BRANNOR, PKAHL, INTERVIEW. , 10536

Field Worker* 3 name Bthel Mae Yat»a,
r /

This report made on (date) April ZJt 1938.

1. Name Pearl Brannon

Post Office Address

3. Residence address, (or location) 8 0 1 N o r t h A d a m a

4. DATS OF BIHTH^ Month September Day' 6, Year 1872

5. Place of bir th Pontont Teiaa ^

6. Name of Father J. J. Lidle Place^pf bir th *Tenneaaee

Other information about father

7, Name of Mother Heater Ann Lidle Place of birth T e n a f t a a a q

Other information about mother

Kotos or complete narrative by the field worker dual ing v/ith the l i f e tind
stany' of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for su^gosted subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and" attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached - •
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Field Worker, Ethel Mae Yatea,
April 28, 1038.

Interriew with Pearl Brannon,
SUc City, Oklahoma

•y parent! were J. J. and Hester Ann Lldle.

Mother's maiden name was Rogers. A nieoe of Mother's,

Urs. Bell Querry Whiolt,* on seeing t i l l Rogers on the

screen and seeing îhe resemblanwe to Mother's people,

sent |S.OO back to Tennessee and had birth records

looked up and learned that Will Rogers and my not her

were second cousins.
*

I was bom In Den ton County, Texas. Father was a

Texas Ranger. I can res ember sose terrible things that

occurred when I was about f ire years old. I remember

one night Father was gone on an Indian ohase. 9e were

liYing In a l i t t l e one room log house that had a port-

hole at one side of the fireplace. Mother to?.d am

children to be quiet for she believed that there were

Indians arotind. Tin next morning we found tracks a l l
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under th l t hple where they had been trying^to see i n .

They vent to a neighbor's house and made a raiu*and
t

killed a l l the fsnily but a l i t t l e boy, eight years

old, and his l i t t l e nister, four years old. It was the

Finley family. The l i t t l e boy's, namê  was Jonnie. He

took hi8 l i t t l e ei i ter end ollmbed down in an old dug

that was partly f i l led with rubbish and corered

over with logs. He said that the Indians walked over

this well a number of times on these logs," but nerer

did look in. There was a noted ranch-man who took

Jonnie and raised him and in later years he went by

the name of Morgan. ^I donf t remember who took the
i

girl. |
I

There w*8 a lady known as Granny Dods"bn jrho welk-

p(3 to woric for th'i$ same Mr. Morgan, and many times

the Indians chased!her. My oldest s ister stayed wjLth

her a while and when she died she s t i l l had sores

around on her body and legs where the Indians had

shp$ her with arrows.

On this seme night that the Finley family was'
i

killed,my father's saddle horse that he rodSf on abases
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was s t o l e n . He was a large bay horse named B i l l .

About a wtek la ter this hor.ae e£tae baok home and had an /

! / - * / •

Indian rope tied on hip meek. I guess one of our sons .

has the rope. This all; took place in 1877 and the Indians

were mostly Gomanohts.

Now in 1890 our family and four o the if families start-

• ed-from Aroher County, Texas, in fire covered wagons with

a hundred and f i f ty head of cattle and seme horses. *hen

we got to Archer City there were^fifty more oorered wagons

on their way, to Oklahoma Territory. I remember one night

we got al l of the cattle bedded down and we ourselves

went to bed. >>e woke up early next morning and. every one

of the cattle were gone. My husband went baok four or

five miles hunting for them. Finding no trace of them,

he came baok and vent down the road that we were to go

• on and. found them dowih the road about two miles and they'

had al l bedded down again.

<fe crossed Red River at Doan's Crossing. There was

stra\ in the-river bed and a man to pilot us across, but

we were^ ld up at the river three days for our cattle

to be inspected far ticks.
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' Shen we oame across one county *e hadn't been able

to get water for oar a took end we saw a house baok In

a pasture with a windmill. My brother said "Here i s "

where I am going to water these catt le ," and when they

got to the windmill, out oeme a man with pis shotfun
i

and said that we couldnH stop for he had lost two

hundred heed of catt le . , My brother grabbed hia gun and

said that the cattle were going to drink and that he

would pay for every tick that he got off of our cat t le .

Tbero were four families, stopped In Greer County,

so we were the only onos that came on to Poger Millc,

•Ve were on the road six weeks and camped out and cocked

on camp f ires . >?ood was scarce so we had to cook wj th

Sow ohips most of the time, ffe had a tent but the rest

of the crowd had to ele$p on the ground or In the wagons.

I guess there were about thirty boys along, acting oow-

boya.

<Ve f i r s t 8topped at Berlin and rented a dugout from

acBpctor Morrison. *e paid him $10 for a month's rent

and we got there Just the night before that awfulpfralrie

342

I



BRANNON, PEARL. INTERVIEW. 10536

343

fijrt broke out that burned/up the Perry

were l iv ing in tents and b4d plowed no f ireguards.t
We stayed 1st the dugout two weeks then f i l ed on a

claim over on Beaver Creek twelve mi les northeast of

Elk City . On the ol«im we* l ived in our tent unt i l we

oould get a dugout made./ And then we Itemed that

another man had f i l ed on the claim so we gave i t up

end f i led again and dug/another dugout and the same

thing happened again. /So we f i l ed three times before

we got a hcrae. #8 madfe a third dugout and covered i t

with boards and when i t rained i t just poured in and

I would set bucket*, /pans and tubs a l l over the beds

.trying to keep them flry. j

jfhen we f i r s t aane we got our mall at Berlin,

then Hatnon, and on pay 88, 1900, my husband went to

Hamon after the mala and i t snowed on him

Oh, yes , while we were l i v i n g In the tent , one

night there came uro a wind storm and blew the tent

down on us . We li/id the*r*-unitljnorning, then a l l of

us crawled out unfturt.
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jL____J|heflr'st spring we put in a sod orop, but got

no rain and In October we coul>1 turn up the sod and

find seed just l ike we planted them. The following

winter we bad lota of enow and our ca t t l e didn't know

much about these can yon a and would f a l l oTt Into the

canyons In the anew, <*e have hod Bam© terr ib le times

trying to get them out.

A bunch of u a tent f ishing one day and took our

dinnejr. We went to where Sand Stone Creek empties

Into the ffaahlta fthrer. To our sad disappointment we

caught no fish but we ate our lunch, v i s i t ed a while

and went home. ,

rte went over la Gr««r County to tee my Brother

and coming home the river waa up ao we couldn't cross

and our horses swan across and l e f t ua.

I remember another t lae I was v i s i t i n g my brother

over in OreelTCouirlyr • ight miles from Giwtnlte, west

of tl*« Gyp h i l l s . He l ived in an old dugout, dug down

in tho ground and covered with d i r t . Out in front was

a brush arbor. Ae had been s i t t i n g out there In the
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erening in the oool and It became bedtime. He picked

lip*M» lwo~«nall boys, carried them in the dugout, la id /

them on the bed, end when he la id them down he heard a

rattlesnake s ing. ^ He told his wife to bring h i s gun

and the lamp. He told the boys not Ao more, that there
\

was a snakt in the bed with them. He shot i t s head off

and i t was^j^ri^^upbetween the boya. He said that

i t took nerre to do i t but htia boys' l i v e s depended on

him. He said tha t he saw the snake just as he la id the

"babies down and thought onoe that he would grab i t s head,

but then he knew i f he missed i t that i t would get him.

The second year that we were here Flk City was get-

ting under headway and my husband got a Job working at

what was called the Kansas City Lumber Yerd. It, was

located where the tfeetern Lumber Yard^is no* . >7e then

mored in to town but had to go beok everV six months

on our claimB and I want to say that those people who

came in "the early days were the beet people that I

ever saw. They took i t up on themselres to look af ter

our c a t t l e , would make our kraut, and look after our
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plaoe. <Ve neTer thought about locking a door and never

did have one tiling stolen. The f irst year that ire were

here my hueband didn't get to work rauoh. The big cattle

owners were leaving the country, <?oing to Mexico and

other places with their catt le . Taey would have from

three to five hundred head and a one times more* and at

they came through, my hueband and Mr. Llttrel guarded hcme

cattle one mile and then someone el*e would take up guard

where they quit off and then another. This would reach

for mi lea, trying to keep our home cattle out of the

herd*.

<Ve carae to this country for free grass and ohesp

fe'ed as we owned lots of atock. fle also brought a

l i t t l e money with us and we never suffered the hard ship a

that our pioneer neighbors did. #e loved these neighbors

and sympathised with them and tried to help them, and wt

s t i l l think that they were the-best people in the world.

. «*e lived in Elk City several years then moved up

near Durham, staying* four_year», then baok to 51k City . .

and have lived in and around here ev«r since. ~ ' ^


