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Mrs, Nore Lorrin, £l Reno, Oklahoma.
?{z1d Worker's name

s rerort made on (date) August 23 193 7

Yy

|, Neme  Mrs, Rebecca 4. Patch Bradbury,

. Post Office Address Bl Reno, Oklahama

.. FResidence address (or location) 607 South Macomb Street

4 DaTE OF BIRTH: Month March Day 23 ) Year 1860

. Place of birth Bedford, Iowa L _

| T T June 7, 1809
.y Name of Father Mre Steven Patch Pluco of tirth Possibly Vermont

Other information a'ou4 7 ta-r  Died June 27, 1885

. Patch
. VNume of Mother Mrs. Jans (Cobb)/ Plnce of -bireh

Other information 1-oat mother  Died February 12, 1883

LY

—

“2tes or complate narrativa by the field worx-r dealing with *he life and story

*) wae-person interviewcd. Reler to Manual foar suzgested sublocts and questionse
"atinue on blank sheets if nucessaery amé attach fimly to this form. Number of
sn.2t3 attached 9 . :, * ’
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Lol

Mrs, Nora lorrin,
Interviewer,

August 23, 1937.

An Interview with Mrs., Rebececa i,
Patch Bradbury,
El Reno, Oklahoma.

Mrs., Rebecca A,(Patch) Bradbury, was born st Bed-
ébrd, Iowa, March 23, 1860. Her father, Steven Patch
wes reised in Vermont, He was torn June the 7th, 1£09.
~ He died June 27, 18835, |
., Her mother, Mrs. Juns {Cobb) Patch, was born Octo-
ber 26, 1816, am died February 12, 1883, Mrs. Bradbury
-\left Bedford, Iowa}when she was nineteen years of age at
" the time of her marrisge ef=her—mwm=twpe to Mr, Clement
Bradbury. ~They lived cn 8 faxﬁxnear Hopkins, Missouri,
which is just acros@ the line south of Iowa in Nodeway
§County. . They lived cn ihis farm for six years and two
déugh;ﬁfé‘?Joyco" and "Georgia"™ were born to tnem while
‘living on this place. They left Hisgzuri and went to Ca;i-
fornia, locating in a little town called "Shasta"™. They
"moved back to a farm in lowa. 4 son wes born to them while

they lived there, - Mrs., Bradbury had & brother living nine
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miles southeast of El Reno, and he k‘ept writing %o them
‘and telling them whet a wonderful couniry Oklshoma was ,
until he got them enthused with the idea of coming down
here and taking a cleim.,

Mr. Bradbury ctnrteroq g car to bri.g treir stock
end household goods, which ccnsisted of four horses, two
young mhles, fifty chickens and two cows, besides farming

implements furniture and household goods.

)
Mrs. Bradbury and the children care by trein &nd Mr,

Bradbury came in the chartered car to look after the stock.
They came down for the secord opening of t e Cheyenne

and arapako lands in 1892, end Mr, Bradbury and his nephew

made the run on.a pair of besutiful Normasn mares that be-

longed to Mr, Bradbury.

Mr, Bredbury snd his nephew staked tl}é'ir claims across
the roed from each othzer, just five miles str&ight‘ south of
the Mills, which are located &t the south end of Bickford

and Choctaw Avenues &nd cone anrd cne half miles west of the

mills,

Taey started théir run from the Rock Islend school house,

" which is five m;{es south of El Reno. They only ran a mile

and & half west,

i83
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They wore\in the lead and Kr, Bradbury ssid to
his nephew "Whats the use of running so far , lets
stake right here.” So they stopped and drove their
stakes, They plowed a few furrows on their land end
then went to Ok%ahama Ci?y to file, The Bradburys

‘%‘.—j AW %} -

f . -~ Lo
lived on this claim about sixteen years. # ‘5%“'

»

They built a box house 14'x16' with the cracks ,
battened, cooked, slept and ate in the one little roum,
but not for long. They moved into it on Sunday just
six weeks after the opening, april 29, 1892,

The next Saturday & storm came up; Mrs, Bredbury
wes cooking supper, with two pies in the oven. The
" wind wes getting pretty atrong and her husband was

) )
standing in the door, 'atching and %aughing et the antics

‘Tﬂ;&t‘ .

i

of & rooster .hat ‘the wind had ta%&nfa'ndiion to play
with; it :cl*eQ im over end over, Then suddenly the

walls of the box house swayed, caved in, and were lifted

up leaving the family huddled about the stove unhurt,

Hail began to fall and Mr. Bradbpr§ took the hand of one

of the 1little girls &nd gado a run for the hen houad, which

was still standing,tnd the rest fallowed him. They stayed
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in the hen house until the storm was over,., The
cycl&ne scattered their things for bhelf ¢ mile, The
featherbed wga picked up & mile away. ., Phpy)finslly
got &1l of their things béck again, picking them up
here and there; some of the nei, hdors findins some of
them,

Mrs, Bradbury hai her soiled clothes in & tox and
near it, a gallon of coal oil, The storm contrived to
pour &8ll the coel o1l into the box of clothes end suc-
tseded. Mrs, Braddbury surely had a ded task of getting |
the o1l out of their clothinge Their thing- vere 11
badly damggeds | |

They had two contestents on their claim; they
bought one o: them off and the othér one built a sod
house «nd stayed two or three months, but it was fcund cut
that 1e slreedy had land erd could not have .eld this
claim 1n eny gese., He got up enc left,

The Bredburys had sixteen bundred dollars im & bank
iz Kl Reno. This bank was conducted by & man nsme! Sawyer,

This benk failed and the Bradburys only got about eight

F

L%
hundred dollars back and that wes in town lots snd though
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these lots were valued for a good deel they did not et
much out of them, The Bradbury fumily had e hard time
getting through that SUmmeT o

Mr, Bradbury borrowed {ifty dollars to pay a lawyer
to get the money back fro ‘he bank. This men sot the
money and rgﬁ awey with it. EHe .duped as many of those
poor, unfortunéte people ¢s he eo;ld, collectiig quite
a large .um and then absconded, Mr. Bradbury had to pay
back the fifty doll;ra which he had borrowed. - hiowever,
they had a ééod'whoat erop and they got a good price for
it., They had four cr rivé stacks the first yeer end the
money for this wheat helééd them throcugh their diffi:
culties, *

Thay brought & hogshead fulY of canned fruit with them.
when they céme down here tnd that helped alsof They had two
éood cows and so had plenty of milk «nd buttcre.

They dug two éelié ;nd got w;;er so_gippy tret neither
they nor their stock could drink it apd they had to dig a

cistern before they could have water fit to drink. The

poor drinking weter gave them malaria and chills,
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ihen the Bradbury femily built their second house,
they lived with some neighbors nemed Hurst. ‘ihe Hursts
hed a one roomed house and the two femilies l.ve« im 1%,
until the Bradburys got their house built. Thers were
just two beds and each family slept in a bed, five of the
Bradburys andjfour of the other family. A half dozen or
s0, of the men of the neighborhood used to get together
and go over south of the South Can;dian River, into the
Caddo country,‘to gather dead wood out of the canons.
They would cross at Jakes Cressing. The men had a regu-
lar piqhic out of it. They woull be gone for'three days.
They had fine wood for fuel, oak, walcut and c dar. The
cedar was made into posts and much of the fencing was
made of cedar posts. The Bradburys had their farm pretty
well improved before they left it, There was a nice four
roomed bungalow, one of the biggest barms in the country,
in fact, it was the biggest until George Newman built his
barn, a wind mill, orchard and vineyard end some very nice
hedge fencinge In the earlier years they raisad lots of g
' pie melons for preserves anq\?ickles. Pie Mslons do well

]

on sod, They also raised lots of voggtable: and watermelons,

18
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* They bought their supplies from El Reno and the‘ﬁf
first year after they came to Oklahqma/%%%_two or three
years, there were nineteen salocns in El Reno.

There were lots of danoes; but Mr, and Mrs, Brad-ﬂ
bury did not allow their girls to go .to them. They
considered these-dances too rough end rowdy, '‘he aoldig4rs
atternded these dances, A men living near them was kille ﬂ/
at his own dance, his name was Thomas, The Bradbury's |
last child,'a daughter (Dorothy) was born on their cleim
in 1906,

There was qui{e a lot of wild fruit in the esrly
days. Mrs. Bradbur§ ramamﬁers picking what she calls \
"Squaw Cherries". Thdy are something like plums, but
smaller and tasted mone like cherries. They grew in low
places on lov bushes, That ground was soon in’cultivation
and thay were killed dut. There were also plums and service
tree berriese

They moved to El Reno about lgaj,when Dorothy was ai

year old, They moved to & property they owned at 538

|
South Ellison Street, just opposite the Evangelical Church.
4 {
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They later bdught a farm ni.ne miles north of
El Reno + This farm had 'a nice three room houss, a
barn, and a hen house, /hey set nine hens and were
preparing to move cnto the farm for the summer when a
\ g
\cycﬂm struck and t&\lew the house and barn all to
pieces, Mr, Bradburg{ never heard of his nine setting
honé agair., DNone of \‘the stock other than the hens were
injured, This sar;m sﬁorm killed three people at Calumet,
\
it happened about 1011 \
The Bradbury family then went\ to the state of #dash-
ington and lived out there ror four yaar;. Mr. Bradbury
died while they were living cut tlere. \:ﬁrs. Bradbury and

her daugnter Dorothy caﬁxe back to El Re-no,\ iand lived again .

in their home on Ellison th\‘i?et. They rotu.f'\rx\ed to E1 Reno
in 1517, during the World War, Mrs. Bradbury o\gned a lot
near the High School building and shen the High gchool was
enlarged they,had to sell the lot., They then boug;\the
place wimere they now live at 607 South Macomb, moving\thero

in June about ten years ago.

Mrs. Bradbury owns g family Bible which is ninedy ;years
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old, having bee;\published by the American Bible So;\hﬁy
of New York in 1845\, This Bible hed been handed down in

their family since that time, i \\\\

Mr, John Cobb,Mrs.

adbury's uncle:made a large

book-case for his own use ‘when & long time ago he was

County Treasurer of Bedford Gounty, Iowa.

The Bradbury femily brousht this book-case to R

Oklahoma with them end one of tgk\géughters has it nowe

L
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