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Field Worker's name Jasper H, Mead
This report made on (d&ta)\ August 19 193 1
i.
1. Name W, B, Boyd ,. _
2. Post O7fice Address Chickasha, Okla, ﬁ/
3. Resid~nce addr.ss (c“'locatidn) '1218 3y°*k 4th 3t,
4, DATE JOF TBIRTH: lLorth _April Day _4 Year 1p40
5. Place of Lirth _Borm jn the state of Texas

(&

6. Name of Fethur W, L, Boyd . _ Dluce of birth ¥ississippi
Other inf~rm.2tyi-t atcent “nil~r Died 8t ihe age of (75
7. Name of Mo'’.el Pollie Filkinsop _ 2race of hirth Misélgﬂinpl.

Other f.fo w3%‘on adoit ™. Died et _tbe sge of J10
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Jasper H. Mead
Interviewer
August 19, 1937

Interview with
¥, B. Boyd
Cnickasha, Ckla,

I was born in the state of Texas om April 4, 1840.

I came to Ok}ahoma sixty-seven years uso end the
first piace I landed wes at Johnsonvills a place one mile
north of what is now Byers.,

People did not know what a school was around
Johnsonville sixty-seven vears aso. There wus very
little farning around there, most of the country was
raanch land cqvcred with sage grass, Some of this sage
grass was as tall as a man's head,

In later years & man named D. Byers, a big rancher
donated the land to build a town on and it was named
aftef him, then}Johnsonville moved down to Byers.,

The ranch work paid 325.00 per month with every
thing rurnlshed even clothes end horsoﬁ. The land was
a little hilly with big prairie spots,

The water supply came from dug wells and springs.

There were lots of deer, a few antelope and worlds of
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wild turkeys and prairie chickens.

Thers were no railroads and the houses were just
little common pine plank box houses.‘ The glosest stream
of any size was the Vashita River. )

1 was thirty years old the first tizme I saw a train
énd I was in eastern Texas at the tine,

We had no law officers in and arournd Johnsonville
and Byers, but once in a while, a United States arshal
would come through looking for some outlaw,

Everybody in those days wore pistols. I have gone
to church many a time with my pistol buckled on me and
the pistola’were not up undernsath men's coats either;
they were out where they could te seen and easily taken
out.

But considering the rest of the country, Johnson-

ville was a nice, jquiet place to live.
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