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Reverend oriando Shay w£s bcria i n S t . Louis, L i s s o u r i ,

• i-n 1867. . He'is., a jjon of George 0 . and Lsaria Shay. The

Suay family" ctiat," to Lisacur i in loJo and 'settle'd in Unich

anQKT/Qrkod for a rcilro&d company. • *»e joined tae ^onfed-

e r a t e^ rmy and served" "under <Jene:al Pr ice a t tL<. beginning

qf the .<ar,. He took pa r t in the b a t t l e Qf . i i lsonTs

^ Creeii, ana was af terwards t ransfe r red to Oenerdl Lee ' s •

coiamandj p e r t i c i p a t i n g in the b a t t l e s of vicksburg,

; -Shi loh , -*henendoah, and-o the r s . lie was wounded three

tjiraesj end was . . i th Lee a t the time of Lis sur render .

1 At the d o s e of t h e war he located in S t . Louis ,

Missour i , where he l ived u n t i l 1893. Ee then came to

tjae Creek Kation and s e t t l e d near oe i l i s aw , Froia the re

' h» moved to Cheoot&h. ae and h i s -.ife were t h e p a r c n t s

of Orlando, t h e only c h i l d .

% ; o'nay receive^ h i s pducaciou in Al tus , i i rkansas.

For many years' he walked end preached' in p r i va t e hon:es, \

^ c h o o l houses,- and ranches , *t t h a t t i n e the l a rge

pas tures wer | f i l l e d wiih lon^ hor r id Texas c a t t l e w . j

had no more rejapect for the. **©vereud than they had fo r

the rrolveg -ajld coyotes, and w.ould often ^ive him qu i te

a CJI
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The houses were very for apart and he walked the dis-

tance between what is now Mclntosh and Muakogee Counties.

Some of the good natured cowboya around where the town of

•f

Henrietta ia now located felt sorry for the Reverend and

offered to give'him a wild pony if he would ride it. They

said they would also furnish him with a saddle , bridle,

and blanket. The Reverend was very pleased with their

offer and said he would try and ride the unbroken mustang,.

the cowboys want out on the prairie and roped the pony and

brought him up to the ranch where the Revertmd often stopped

over night. The cowboys saddled the pony and held him while

the Reverend mounted and placed his feet in the stirrups*

They then turned the pony loeae and he made several jumps.

The rtHer went high in the air, and lit on the soft prairie

grass, and the boys whooped and threw their hats in the air

and went over and helped the Reverend up. Brushing the

dirt off hi8 clothes, they aaked him if he was hurt. He

looked up at the cowboys and said "Bo", and that he believed

he could have ridden that- wild horae if he could have kept

his seat.

In 1901, Mr. Shay married the widow of Judge lea^blance,

who formerly was HiMde Bowles, a Cherokee, and a daughter

of James Bowles, and his wife,Chough Yonk. The latter was

a half breed Cherokee. The grandfather of Mrs Shay,
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Gap tain Bowles, was chief of the Cherokee a of Texas in

an early day, and a personal friend;of General Sam

Houston, with whom he aerred during the wars of 1836

and 1848.

Mrs. Shay's parents ditd when "she was a very small

child leaving her and her brother Richard*

Mr. Shay was a large stock holder in the Checotah

Light; and Ice Plant, and also-purchased the Heneon two-

story brick building which i s on the corner of Main and

Gentry. Mrs. Shay's allotment was an the east side and

at the foot of the Bird Doublehead fountain, about eight

miles east of Checotah* On this place Mrs. shay had a

very fine peach and apple orchards. Mr. shay died in

Okmulgee in 1936, but Mrs. Shay had passed away several

years before the death of her husband.


