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~".to the.Indien Territory when I was only twenty ycara.or age,
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Experiesnces of John Luther Brancheomb
- Pioneer of Oklahoma

rd

-~ ) ,
-1 ceme to Oklahoma quite awhile beforé statehood » I ceme

&
getting here in July{legl. I rented the old Mike Mayfield
plaoe near Gideon, and found that 1 had landed right in g

the middle of an Indian sattlement. Thore vere abnut th;ee

\\ white families anywhere near me and these ;ere Eli, John and

Henry F&nbugh, out there on Fourteen Mile @reek and Arch“Hil{y//
About the first thing‘I did wes to pitch in meking gyﬁ;

\ ind of é crop such as 1 could plant away late like tbqﬁ; but
. raised 8 few things that year; and the next spring /I saw
Iineeded help out here alone, so I married Nancy Ann Hill in
thé month of June. She was the daughter of A/nc’n Hill. We
hav‘ six chi}dfen living today and two of oﬁ; children died
with n three years of each otner, ) ‘,

X‘Phe rirst church my family had the orivilege of attend-
ing n&s the oldﬁMervinkchurcn doyn there §ear the Bill

A\

Balliatine plécéh near the M8le seminary just south of Tahlew
¢ \ x‘ .
Quah, v¢ only prieachdér we had at that time was namad #right
\ 1 \\ .

and he lived near\tnat church on a farm.
Tha\tirst Do\tor 1 remember wa? De. Henry Bonds there

ia Tahleq ah. neQXSed to come out to see the sick folka on

a.horse becgause I tail you we didn't have -any roads- in Ehis )

country b?¢“\th{r° in 1891 and up to away after lQiO, and

we nava't ot too @ood~a road out here yet but in that time

all we had were trails through the woods. This present road’
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wasn't here. The road going north out of Tehlequah paéeed
on east of us here. It went down a bad hill away in this
direotion(pointing in the northeast direstion); it went

- down by Gideon and Peggs and on to Locust Grove and Pryor.

®

The first school out this way das an old ocolored seminary
\

.\ at Seminary Springa, Just about two miles w?et of me hers,

i

\ and I Judge those springa are about six mile's from town,

\

\prett* near due nortp. I guess that big spring is one of

‘ 4o
the bejst known springs in Oklahoma.

\

Fiald orker's note: |
I|saw the spring gnd it certainly is a wonder apring,

com%ng iright up out of &be earth in a flat and smooth loca-

tion., ;Lt is flowing nith a great force and causing a large
\
s.brandh o start dom through the country. This spring

\

ahoulé\be noted in Oklaho£¥ History in some way. Here is
" the loca&ion of the First Ncgro Educational Institution in

Oklahomai I suppoae._not tooXaure of that,
= ) W

Aft*r leaving the Mayfield place, Mr, Bragghcomb moved '
. out on Bl¥ok-bird creek north\of here, where hs took a lesase
“from Gordqn Watkins for four ya&:s. Watkins sold this place -
~to John Hi?&a(that was still before the'allotmeqts) and then
thﬂ Hicks{gave this fearm to his stepson, George Houston;
George Houston waﬁtod Mr. Branchéomb’to stay with him and

hiz
Mr, Bradchcomb says, & remained with/six years making a

total of ten years on this same place.'’
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I found & real friond in this Indian, Goofée Houston,
I had'been deceived by several men here in this Indian Ter.
ritory just where a man meeded a real friend so badly. Arfer
- N -
I had begun to believe I had & real friend he would do some-
thing to hurt me and my family, but this man, Ceorge Houston,
remajined a true friend through every trisl and & near friead
in time of siokneseland death. 1his Indian had*something
good about hig.

After we laft the Houston place, we moved to Pryor and
lived one year on Widow Cole's place just six miles east of
Pryor. We didn't like the community here, We got lone-
some aad the next year we come ?tcnt back to our old
acquainted neighborhood just a few miles north of here, and
I bought forty acres from Charles Ailes. Wne lived there for
twelve years and there is wnere I got a start. by this time
we bsgan to nave‘some church services and the country began
to put on a little community life, and a few more whiées
mdyed in. 1 sold this forty acres just tw; years ago. .
had this Bfaco in my name several years ago so w.en 1 sold
this other place, we just moved here. Mwairat wife died

and I 1arried this full blood lnuian woman $-=pt 4, 1935. she

is a greek.
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The biggeat change I recall 15 this country is the
roads and wild game, Ihyll have seen wild deer running in
droves, right cut in a field over ﬁere'across that oreek.'l
‘hévo seen wild game of every kind here. I have killed game
of every kind but deeg/;a thies country. I never was abtle
to kil a deer.

.I have considered Vi.W. .iastings a fair friend of mine
up here at town, but of course I never have called on him
$60 represent me or any thing ol that kind, and)yes}i have known
Yike Shormley and nis two brothers, Dave and ocott Shormley,
but I think scott thormley is Mikes half brother;howsver I
‘am not sure of that.

I have been on this place nere now sev nteen years and

"

expect to die right here. i

Another thing that is also noticeably diffq;ent from
those o0ld time days is tone crop‘failures, Now wouLdAiou beliéve
it i I told you I have made $600 onﬂsix acres of land and my
boy has made $400 on four acres, w.en we p.aated it in coston.

. { used to maxe money éo eaei, not half as'much wor y and work

as now. I am not blaming tue J;vernment{ or any thing else
Qbut erop réilures,-ror the farmers'plight. Thé biggest‘chadgp
is all of these, roads, gamé; scpgola, and setfleyont,losa.
of open stock range, and of dburse, taxat#on burden. -

Yes I'am glad to tell you anything I-can, and hope I

N .

have helped you some at least. - .



