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I was bora December 14, 1873, near Vandalia, Pike County,

Missouri, My parents, Valney Augusta and Hary Elizaboth Branstoﬁ%or,

? 7
Iith two sisters and mwsolf movod to the Indian Territory in the Spring

of 1884, arriving at zm Littla_xgmmwicya- iz:di the town

of Pryor, March 15 shortly after I had arrived at the age of ten years,

My father leased a tract of land near,tﬁia place from an inter-married
[ . -

Cherokee by the name of John $1liott, where hé remained for nine years

®

and engaged in farming end s tock raising.

! : . [ * » !

“ This country was very sparsely éettled at’' that time, Almoat tho;
whole section of this oountry was g gggn prairie covarod witﬁ blue stl
i

prairie grass, and in many places, aapeqlally along in draws it ‘would !
grow taller than a man's head, and proved very &;ngerous for the aott{ors
in the fall of the year from prairie riroa, which proved very doa;ru?live

| to live stock as well as farm improvements, also to wild game whick abougd-
ed in t.is country in those days. When a prairie fiyo is driven by a high
wind it is most impoaaibio'to imagine tﬁe speed it travels and {t is almost
impossible for anything that happens to be in its path to escape. After

one of these fires 1 have seei in its bdlack path countless numbers of

@

carcases of animals, such as ¢ 8, wolves, skunk and rabbit that were

caught in‘its path and burned tx death, : 3

-~

I remembor an incident just after one of those prairie fires, I

was at a water hole on Salt branch, from which we hauled our drinking
\ -
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water, and I saw a herd of deer on the slop & short 2istance morth gt
the creek that had been driven to the hills by the fire and they wers
traveling towards Grand river. I counted fifty-thrse deer in that

one herd. There were lots of turkey in tho hills and tho prairie

chicken were so nmeroua you co 1d hear thom druming or cooing of -
morning in every direction until they would become annoying. In the
fall of the year 'fthe ducks and geese would come in so thick {uat t}oﬁ
would destroy any; grain that was in the fislds not yet harvested.’ We |

: prov /L,,_//
would harvest any grain just as soon as we could, or as_scom as i1t was
/ ‘ .

ready to harvest so as to get our grain in the hins before the fucks

and geoae ocams in. s /S

/

Our closest nsighbor east of us was S, H. (San) l&ayea' homo which
was olovex\x miles away. He also omed a W’ée hills west of
Gooyynh. ranember his cattle b'ran; was “SA", In 1895 Mr. Mayes was
elected chief of the Cherokee Natiom and served a term of rc;ur yoars.

3\ somrty (wea) was named in his Honor., g

.The origin;‘j\ neme Coo=Y=-yah, meaning *Huckleberry" in the Cherokee
langhages, and was \iho only post office near us in those days‘, prt;vad too
difficult for Engliah 3puk1ng people, and after a fow yoars CoO=y-yah '
was changod to Pryor Croak. Then later, as there was a oost orﬂg ,
the western part or the atato by the nsxne of Pond Eroek, and tho a{nilarit

of the names caused ccntmion {n the mails, the word SCreek® v was dropped

from Pryor Cressk, hence the namo/Pryor. -

About’ eight miles north of Cooyyth there was another rauch that

belonged to John Warrem, 'hoae'ifq was a Cherokee, Thers was tut ¥sry

)

.
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Wolves and ooy,&oa were so numerous in thoae days tl-m’t tixoy wore
vory doatmotiig; l{iiiing live stook and catching our chickens, 'In winter
_tine they 'vbulc_l_ru; ixhl‘irovea, and during severe wintor weather when tho
gro)md Iould be cévered with snow and ics for many days and they decans
/hungry tnd despemto for rood they 'ould attack anything. they came across,
I/r’omembor tn tho winter of 1888 my uncle, Okarlie Oaborn, was compelled
’ to take refuge dn top of the M.K.&P, railroad dridge scroas Wolf Creok in
Squaw Hollow, nérth of COnyfh, to escape trou; a dbunch of wolves.
Thia torri,’tory, which is now Mayes dounty, was a hunter's and fiah-
rman'a paradiae, as several oreseks traverse the district, generally in
a aoutheaaterl.y diresction and flo. into Grand River, the principal atneam

Ve

being Pryor Creek. The stresms have rather high timber-coversd bénks and
/

,' abounded in those streams is unbeliavablo today.

m KILLING OF DICK AND ZBAK CRITTENDEN,

I knew f;he Crittenden brothers for years, and Ze d I were good

friengds, 'I'h’ero were no ill feelings detwe ck and I, but Zeak and I,

tl‘ough oirqumtnncea, Just kyzﬂ better f riends and were closer togather,

\

I never did,!lmow just o ly the begiming of the trouble, or the cause

i g ~ )
that lead tp the killing of the Crittendens by B4 Reed, who was a deputy
United Stat(e: marshal stationsd at. lagonor’, but there was bad blood between

..hoxn for a#lopg time. On the day of the killing the Crittendens were {n

Wﬁsoner an& Reed claimd the crittondon brothora had made threata to

him, or 9€ least that was the evidence at the trial when ke vas éxoners: ed

—~

/ L -
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. of the killing, Whea tke killing ogourred, Zeak and Djick were riding

S

M B B , —‘“.¥H‘ )
——33';—th.—gtzantnaib!gﬁgggfiéﬁ:tﬁitr horses when Ed Resed steppsd out of ;
- [ E

s store door and begis shooting, killing Zeak first and Thda Ditkr——i

: (
There was quite a bit of {1l feeling against Reed about the affair, }
About two waeks later, after the killing of the Crittendens, X4 '

" Reed was in Claremore and got inmto e difficulty with a mn that run a

: ;
pool hali'at that placs, I cam't recall the follow's name, but Reed did;
!
{

not have his gun on kim and He\aaknd the follow to wait there until he
r;turnad; and the supposition was he was going after his gun, and in Juit
a few minutes he raturned and as he walked into the door the fellow shot
him, ki1lling him instantly end was later acquitted for the killing.

In 1898 I was married to Mollie Beard of near Vinita, Two sons were

!

born to us as follows; - !

-,

O wilford Wexface, born December 10, 1900, Now living in Tulsa snd:

e t

uémployaﬁ by the Publie S&rvioe -company as elestrical engineer,

lter Beard, born March 12, 1903, Now living {n Bominy, Oklahoma,
ployed as electrical lin;;nn. -

I lost my wife March 13, 1303, Hnrrie& to my second wife, who wia
Josephine Brown of Pryor, March 6, 1904 and five children were born to' this
mnion, three of whom are now living as follows; '

Tthel liy,‘bérn'Sthember 6, 1906,

Hettie Irens, born July 9, 1908. ¢ \\\\

Louis Derstt, born July 14, 1910, \\\\



