Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



BOMHOYY, DICK.

INTERVIEW

10349

2

0



-«

-

.8. - o

Form A-(S-149) "~~~

' BIOGRAPHL.YORM ° .- " Q01
WORKS PROGRESS. ADMIIVISTATYON
Indian~-Pianesr History -Prejact fer Oklahoma

BOMHOFY, DICK INTERVIEN 10349

Field Worker's name  Mra. Nors Lorrin, El Reng , Oklshoma,

This report made on (date) March 83, 193 8

l. Nams Dick Bomhoff,

2. Post Office Address El Reno, Oklahoma.

3, +Residence address (or leeation) 917 Nest Hayes Street

4. DATE CF BIRTH: Month March Day 27  Year 1866

5¢. Place of dbirth Germany

-

6, Neme of FathefHemry Bomhoff, . Place of birthGermany:"
g adbout 1844, .
7. Name of Mother yayv Romhoff, Place »f birthGermapy, 1840.

Other information about mother Ried in 1918,

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of thq person interviewed. Refer to Manusl fer
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
negaessary and attach fimly to this forms Number of sheets
atiashed i_ .
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Mrs. Nora Lorrin,
Investigator,
March 23, 1938.

? . b X
Interview with Diock Bomhoff,
o 917 Nest Hayes Streef.
- El Reno, Oklahoma, .

&

1 was born in Germany, March 27th; 1866. I cams

from Germany to the United States in 1879, settling

near Lincoln, Nebraska. "1 stayed in Lancaster County,

Nebraska, until I heard of the coming Opening of th;
Cheyennie and Arapaho lands. that were to open’'in Aprfl

o£ 1892.. I did not have much money and when 1 heard -~
about these lands, I decided it was & good chanoce for

me to get & free homestead. I ocame down on the trainm
wij:h a friend b‘y‘ the name of Harry Smith. I hed no

horse and I had to meke the Run on foot. The soldiers

and paoplq wére lined uﬁaﬁhst of Okarche for miles. The
soldiers were there to kesep the people in order. I

mad; the Run one mile east and two miles south of Okarche,
and only had to run & half a mile before driving my stake;

The friend that came with me had & horse to make the Rum,

* and he got a claim just three miles west of the claim-l

staked, He liked the claim I steked better than the ome
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he got end I liked_Mr}/Sm1£h's claim better than he
‘aid his, .80 wo Juat/t;aded. each filing on the other
fellow's claim, 13?éead of filing on the oné he had
staked, After fgiing on our e¢laims, we went back to
Nebgaske. 1 bought 8 spring-wagon and a tesm of sc ’b
ponies.' I then cams back to Oklahome/, bringing &
naiéhbor,//éoy with me. The young man that came with
me did ﬂot like this wild country and he 'gn back to
his homa in Nebraska. o i
Okarche/was a rough looking little town bu) it

was a llvely place. There vasn t m%ch money but what‘
there waé was ciroulating. f ‘ ;

. -Ny claim was one mile west anJ two miles south
of Okarche. After building a f?%t e twelve dy four%een"
foot ?hanty, I dbuilt a small dbara large enough fo shelter
three horses. Then I broke out twpnty acres of ground
and planted it to oats. 1 did not| thresh it but :ed it
in bundles to my horses. |

' In 1898 1 mnrriq& a girl'ﬁhoq I knew and kept company

with before I left Nebraska. I bajtched on my-claim for -
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the first year. We had been planning to be married,
bué were waiting &nd working to ~save snough money 8o
that we could have something to start on. We did not
ha‘ve musch. The second ysar I broke out more land and
planted it to wheat and did very well. I put out an
orchard eand had everything in the line of fruit we
could think of. There was no wild fruit neax; us and
we did not have any fruit until our orchard came into
bearing, but had all that we needed after that. Ve
planted two orchards while I was living on our farm
but the firat one died out and the last one seems as if
it i{s going to do so too.

There were lots of prairie chickens and quail in
R ST S : '

- the'garly days, and alwayas wild geese and wild ducks.
One time I shot into a bunch of wild ducks thaf were

. in & huddle on one of my ponds and killed twenty ducks '

at one shot., I shared my good luck with my neighbors.

There were no geme laws at that time and you could kill

as many dt{cks as you were lucky enough to hit without

" fear of being arrested for it.
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We raised quite a few cattle. We were frugal and
saving and improved our homeste;d gradually, living on
it for eighteen years., Then we had an opportpnity to
trade for another piece of lang, cénsiating or.three
quarter sections ad joining each other. We thought it
was a good trade, so we traded and so ascquired another
place to imp?ovo. ,Thia property was located two miles
south and two and a half miles west of Okarche. We'
built a very nice large farm home on this property, ﬂut
out an orchard, built a bern and fixed it up pretty uice;
living on the place for twenty-six yeers. My wife and I
had.. ten children, seven of whom are living.

e own the beautiful little.cottage we now live in
ulat 917 West Hayes, and we 8till own the farm we traded
. for.

#e bought our first car, an early model Ford, in -~ -
1915, We were very proud of it a#d."went plac;;". Our

.children all live in Canadian Gounéy. _
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