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BOWLING, B. E.  INTERVIEW. 4565

Lil1lten Cassaway
Fleld Viorker

June 17, 1937
" an interview with He E. Bowldng

208 West ilabama Ave. Anadarko,
*  Oklehoma. ¢

I was 2 deputy marshal smong the ‘Chickaae;ws.
My father reryy Bowling was born. 4n T;znnesse:? ‘
| 1830. | .
' Ny mother; Lirs Lawson Bowlgns was bo;n in

fennesses 1832 -nd died {n 1906.

I came to Oklahoma in 1894 tnd lived four miles
north of Allen on Softh Canadfan Rivers

The worst thing we h & to contend with in 1894
were the horse snd cattle thieves, egpeoiaily the

~horse thieves. A person wes hung quicker for steal-

'1ng a horse than for murder. It didn't do any good to
lock your horses ‘Th a barn against the thieves as they

would slmoat tear the barn down. ¥We h d to chain our

_horses. Ve had free range for cattle in those days

~and frecuently the cattle would be taken. They would
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vander pretty far awsy from home and these horse thicves

would steal them and ship them out of the country.

N



BOVLING, He E. -  INTERVILW.  ases 37

"Many times I have traced cattle to Kansas City. 9ne time
I traced dovn some thot were stolem and shipped out, snd
found t‘hat ome of the neighborhood toys hud stolen them.

* Bob Nestor, Bi1l NeCall, ond bob Earley were mare
shals and Fan Dickerson wss cominissipner vhaile t.e head;-
quarters were at Stonewall, but vhen {t wes md\;ad to Ce;x-
ter a man named Guinn lwas comnissioner.

Dr. Lewis came after Calvin was btiilt;: He ﬁad _«n\:aéé':\i\t
a lot of money end there were no banks anywhere close, 86
the money was kept in t ¢ house. His son knew about this
money being in the honsé, © for a share of ﬁ'he .agreed
"to help rob his fether. The men were caught rnd in the J
confessfon the boy was nsmed 8 haﬂng helpe_d them. The
Yoy confessed to his part in ﬁxe deal.

I was a -députy marsha‘I and ‘the Indi ang a:guld have me
to marshal_all or th‘eirJgatherin&l. I was at éﬁed” sﬁrgnea' -
at the last Cry of the Chickssaws. This was; a dey for
lementing the dehnd. These ;néeti.n@ lasted only ong daye.

The relt;tivaa of | the dead would meet snd go to the ceme-

tery end mourn fér ‘their loved omes as if they hrd just

died. The self-fnflicted torture was terrible. Sometimes

|
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a white preacher would come with his interpreter and hold

services in the morning and then the Ciy would lest only

& balf day.
They hed dences for different occasions. Fach

dance hcd a purpose. They had the Pashofa feast and dance.

This pashofa was made from squaw CoTR. The w-omen‘wou\ld put
the sqnaw‘ corn mortar end wor‘c i1t with a x;estle until the
:hu.-;u\k muld ééme off. Then 1t|wes pnt in 2 -large kettle and |
boiled with pork. Sometimes deveral of the kettles would

be full at once. They wouid Kill the 1;6@3 Just for this
purpoee‘. They fezated on this| pashofa thep they had the -
Pashofa dahcq. This was for a|sick person ér_for one who
might be sick. They always fated thai;' tent to the eant)
the sick persbn was pluced in this tenf and then the dence’
ers would dance sround him. XQ one was allowed to pass
between him and the door except the dancers. . If any one

got in the waey of the door he was quietly taken to a seat.

A person was not punished for this but he must not pass
between the sick person end thd door. They would dance '

around the patient unt4l he either got well or died.
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They had the/?raen Corn Dence thaﬁ is held once a
year, usually in June ;xnp laated..five' de;ya. This s =
med-ictne’ dence. At the end of this dance period every
one {s given a drink of medicine nade from the green
corns,. It was a verir nauseating drink end made most of
them pretty sick. This do.ae of medicine was supposed |
to take care of thém for the next year. B
Then there ;aa a hideous test to ses whether a
baby was going to be a tough man. They had hooks very
simflar to pot hooks with which they would catch the
baby in the sides and 11t {t off the gromd. If the //
’ baby did not oy Oor squimm 1o, !éonld make a tough man, ’
4f 4t 414 ory or aquinn he was not going to be any’ good. /
Sometimes the ohild was badly injured. |
Three Fadersl Courts wers instituted in Indian
Territory in 1896. Eefore thesa courts were established
[\meer the last Indien brousht in on s murder charge.
After his arrest he was allowed to stay at home until
* the day of the.triel. On thet day he appesred alome.
He m' sentenced fo be shot. The Federal Government .

objected and gave him anothex trisl end set him free.



) » /
. Later Y killed his brother :'nd the

to Texad. The Indians' wero bad abo
¥ /

themselves, brothers especially.l

the worst tough ve hed to deal with.  The mrshél,s wors

after him one day, in s/foregt. _Thera was not mash tméer-

brush, just tall tre

/

« Thins man'a na!ne wds Brune /Indian. //
' MoCall was after )ﬂm end Fruner sho3 ham nthe }4]{. The

wound dmn't?eém to emount to v%”ry nmhh but 14 waan't

long after McCall got home until he dfed from this wound.
—~— ~.

This was all between 1894 4nd 1898. Most of these

/
early customs of the Indians Mave been chenged {n the

R

years since.



