
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



BOWJN&, H. S. ' IHT1RVIX1 #4(65 34



• BOflLlNO, H« E« IHTEBfTKW. .• . 4800
Form A-(S-14y)

BIOGRAPIff FORM
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma >,

35

Fiold Worker1o name

This report .mado on (date)

Lillian M« Otisaway

193.

1 • Namo R

2. Post Office Address

3. Residence addrccc. (or location)

4. DATS OF BIRTH: Month

5. Place of birth K>mtnnW

*?np voa-

Day _p Yoar

6. Namo of Father Bowling

Other information about father

7. N&Jfe of Mother Lawaon

Other information about mother

Place of birth,Tenncfli«e

Place of birth T«nn©««ee

Notes or cor,Flctu. narrativo by thb "field worker dealing with the l i fe and
story of the person i^t^rviev/od.' Rofsr. to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue <6n blank , sheet h if nocessary and attach,-firmly t o "
this form.' N-unbor* of snests attached. K * ..#



EOWLDJG, H. K. INTERVIEW. 4565 . • 3 6

LillInn Caasaway
Field Worker

June 17, 1937

An Interview with H. E. Bonllng
208 West Alabama Ave. Anadarko,

** Oklahoma* *

I was a deputy marshal among the Chlokasews*

]ty father renpy Bowling was born.,4n Tennessee "

1*30.

RSy mother, itos Lawson Bowling was bom in

Tennessee 1832 -nd died in 1906*

I came to Oklahoma In 1894 &nd lived four miles

north of Allen on South Canadian Piver.

The worst thing we h d to contend with In 1894"

were the horse and cattle thieves, especially the'

horse thieves. A person was hung quicker .for s tea l -

ing a horse than for murder. I t didn't do any good to

look your horses t b a barn against the thieves as they

would almost tear the barn down. We h d to chain, our

horses. We had'free range for cat t le in those days

and frequently the cat t le would be taken* They would

trander pretty far away from hope and these .horse thieve*

would s tea l then and ship them out of the country*
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"Many times I have traced cattle to Kansas City. One time

I traded dovm some thnt were stolen end shipped out, end

found that one of the neighborhood.boys tud stolen them*

Bob lies tor, Bi l l K'cCall, ond Bob Barley were mar-

shals end Pan Dickers on was commissioner while t <e head-

quarters were at Stonewall, but when It was moved to Cen-

ter a zoan named Gul&n was commissioner.

Dr* Lewis came after Calvin wns bui l t . . He had made

a lot of money end there were no banks anywhere close, so

the money was kept in t e house. His son knew about this

money being in the house, so for a share of it 'he agreed

to, help rob his father* The men were caught nnd in the

confession the boy was named ;-s having helped them. The

boy confessed td his part In the deal.

I WHS a -deputy marshal and the Indians would have me

to marshal oi l of their gatherings. I was at «Bed springs

at the last Cry bf the Chlckasawa. This was a day for

lamenting the de

The relatives of

died* The self-:

d. These meetings lasted only one. 4ay.

the ^ead would meet and go to the ceme-

tery and mourn TIT their loved ones as If they h? d Just

nfllcted torture was terrible . Sometimes
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a white preacher would come with his Interpreter and hold

services In the morning and then the Cry would last only

a half day.

They had dances for different occasions. Each

dance fed a purpose. They had the Pashofa feast and dance*
1

This pashofa was made from squaw corn. The women would put

the squaw corn mortar end work It with a, pestle until the

husk would come off. Then lt|wi-s put In a large kettle and

boiled with pork. Sometimes Several of the kettles would

be ful l at once. They would m i l the hogs just for this

purpose* They feasted on this pashofa then they had the

Pashofa dance. This was for a sick person or for one who

might be sick. They always faced their tent to the eaat*>

the sick person was placed In This tent and then the dene*'

ers would dance around him. Nc

between him and the door except the dancers. . If any one

got in the way of the door he nas quietly taken to a seat.

A person was not punished for this but he must not pass

one was allowed to pass

between the sick person end the

around the patient until he either got well or died.

door. They would dance
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They bad the Green Corn Dane© that / is held once a

, usually In Ojime a ad lasted f ive days* This i s a

medicine'dance. At the end of this dance period erary

one i s given a drink of medicine made from the green

corn.. I t was a very nauseating drink and nude most of

then pretty s ick. This dose of medicine was supposed

to take care of them for the next year* s

Then there was a hideous tes t to see whether a

baby was going to be a tough man. They had hooks very

similar to pot hooks with ahich they, would catch the

baby in the sides and l i f t i t off the ground. If the

baby did not 017 or squint .10.would make a tough men,

i f i t did cry or. qquixm he was not going to be any good* /

Sometimes the child was badly injured.

Three Federal Courts were instituted in Indian

Territory in 1890* Eefore these courts were established

-r^aember the los t Indian brought in on a murder charge*

After his arrest he was allowed to stay at home unt i l

the day of the. tr ial* On that day he appeared alone*

He was sentenced to be shot* The Federal Government

objected and gave him another t r ia l end s e t him free*
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. Later he killed his brother <nd the GovermenY took him

to Texas*. The Indian^ wê o bad abojft fighting among

themselves, brothers especially^

We bad a dreadful time with toughs. This dldnU

last very long but i t was bod whiXe i t lasted. There
* /

was a man «ho was part Indian ana pert negro. . He
/ '. e

the negro blood, but nevertheless it wes there./ * -the worst tough we bad to deal with. % The marshal wsrs

after him one day, in a/fore^t. TJbero. was not moch uirder-

brush, just tall tre« This man's name was Kroner Indian,

HcCall was after him and Bruner sho^ him ln^the^aok. The

wound didn't ŝeem to amount to veŜ r muoh bu-t ,!t waan't

long after UcCall got home until he died from this wound.

This was all between 1894 and 1898* Most of these

early customs of the Indians have been changed in the

years since.


