
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



20



Indian-Pioneer IHat«*yT»oJi»(KL.Cof Oklahoma
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BOWLES, W* II* (JUD05) XNTSHTCSW* > |445£*

Id* A. llerwin,
'Interviewer*
June 16, 1037.

Interview with Judge »• ll« Bowles,
Perry, Oklahoma*

X, W* 1U Bowles, was born about eighteen mil°a

fro* St . Louis, MlMOuri, as wore al io my parent! and

grandparents* Therefor* they irora plon«e?s of MlMourl#

My grandfather was born In 1812*

mm X oan» to Oklahoma at the opening or the Oherolcto
• • • • . • • • " " . - 4 * * : ' ' •

Strip in 1893, landing at the tomilte of Perry. I wa»

riding on the tender of the firat train entering from

the south - with me was Frank Qrttr who at that tins

was Bditor of the-"State Oapitaln, a paper at Outhxis.
' • * *" c . * *

The towns! to of P.erxy had been surveyed* and laid

out by OoTernmant officials previous to the opening* It

rose to be a tent Tillage of twenty-fiYe'thousand people

our night* .
r , * ' " 4

There was quite a struggle to seoure lots; in one

instance, a certain block was being held by soas people

#io seeosd to think they had authority* Thess people

would t«U Others that this was Government land* Later
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i t was dlsoorered that this land was being held for

friends iho had not arrlTtd yet*

One day when 1 happened by I aiotl cod a woaan m

being tossed oiw a low fence that the had ereoted aorosa

the front df a lot* I , being young and strong, f t l t that

no way to treat a woman and I tossed her baolc{ there-

fore we played %all wiln her orer the fence for cereral

minutes* Jtnally I got the last toss and inforaed the

others to let her alone, X told them that although she

might not hare a right to the lot that was no way to treat

hex* Later, I learned that her name was Mrs* Jack herring-

ton and her husband became Street Oomnissionear three or

four years after the opening*

. I was elected Oity Attorney In 1894 and held off! oe

until 190?,&t whleh time I was elected County Attorney*

At this time there was a lo t of gambling done on

the street and I attenpted to clean up the tt*n« X

suooeeded in getting the gamblers off the «treets by

hsrlng them more into roans upstairs and Into back build-

ings.
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At one Urn* from one torn of court wt sent twenty*

ou prisoners to the prison in Lansing, Kansas, which

was where the prisoners were taken in those days*

I was a member of the first School Board In

and was firat District Judge for twelre ytars. In 1903

I vas Speaker in the Sorenth Legislature,

In the early days whan trading with the Indians-,

the merchants would tak? their notes and would add to

the regular prioe* When the Indians reoeired their

Oorernmeiit oheok, the merohants would usually meet them

at the Agenoy and have, oaeh enough to pay the difference

between the note and the Indian*8 cheok;. otborwiBe the

Indians would seldom make any effort to pay the note*

On one oocaalon I was sent by sons of the merchants

to* the A êney to collect on some of the notes bat en-

countered quit* a task as they thought I had no right

to do this* But through the influence of lir. Jensen,

#io had charge of the Agency at ibis time, things were

adjusted and I came out of the skirmish a l l right* -
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I have had some deal ings with the Indians i n ocmrt

but I handle aa few eases for them as pOBaitde s inoe

the Indians are poor pay. fthen I do handle a case f o *

an Indian, I ask for the f e e in advance*


