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~ Interview with Judge W. M. Bowles, .
. . Perry, Oklahome,

~

I, W, M, Bowles, was born about eighteen miles
fram St, Louis, Missouri, as were als¢ my parents aﬁd'
grandpuonta; Therefore they ‘ware pioneers of Missouri,

- My grandfather was bora in 1818.

' - I cam to- Oklahom at the Openina of the Oheroktg
*Strip in 1893. landing at the tomnto of. Petry. I was
{riding on the tender ont._thc ﬁut tr?in entering from-
the south - - with me was Frenk Greer who at éhat time -
was Editor o: the *swto Gayiﬁl" 2 paper at Guthxit.

The tmsite or Pprry hud bpon snrveyod and latd
ot by-government orﬂoiah proﬂ. ous 6 ‘the opening, It

"'rose to be a tent vulage of tw_anty-nvg fhousand people
over night. | |

There was q\uh a stmggl. seou:'o lots; in on.
instange, 8 certain block was being held by some peopls
who seemsd to think they had muthority, These pecple
would. $el) dthers that this was wo'v;arnmnt lmnd, later
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it nsodiléo“igrou that this land wes being held for
. r:imdl who hmi not arrived yet,

One ‘day when I happened by I moti ced. & woman waa
being tossed over & ljoﬁi} fenee that she had ereoted mcross
the front of & lot. I, being young end strong, felt that
was no way to treat s woman and I tosoced he; bad:‘; t;m’w-

fare we ph&cd'ha;;_ﬁﬁ' her over th?‘%mgni for several’

‘miiutes, Fimally T got the last toss amd {nformed the

others. to let her alone, I t0ld them that although she

might nﬁ; have a right to the lot that was 10 way to treat

her, lLater, I learned that he name was kra, Ia& harsing-

ton and ber husband became Sireet. Oomio'sionar three or

four years after the openinge |

S I was elected City Attorney in 1804 and held office

m;tu 190'.',3; whieh time I was elected County Attorney.
At this time there wahk &v}ot of gambling done on

" the street snd I attexpted t0 clean up the twn; I

’ mooe,ded in got.ting the gamblexs of; the streets by

having them move into rooms ups:airs and {nto hseck uild-
138.0 '
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At ons time from ons term of aourt we sent twanty-

ons prisonars to the primn in Lansing, as, which
N .
was where the prisoners were taken in ﬁu;n days,

I was a mamber of the first School Boerd in Perry

and was first Distriot Judge for twelve years. In 1908

I was Speaker in the Seventh Legislature.

" In the erly days when trading with the Indians,
the ms#rchants would taks their notes and ;roulga add to
the regular prioo.' When the Indiens received their
Governmsht .check, the merchants would usually meet them

at the Agency and have. cash smough to pay the difference. .

between the note and the Indian's check;. otherwise the

" Indiens would saldom make any effort to pay the note,

On one occasion I was sent by soms of the merchants -

" $g the Azeney $0 eollect on some of the .noten but ene
sountered quite a task as they thought I had no right
toz do this. But through the influence of Jre Jensen,
who had charge of the Agenoy at ih.;l t}m, things vere

adjusted and I came out of the skirmish all rights -
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" I have had soms dealings with the Inﬂiapg/{; gour
but I handle as few cases for them as poaai}zﬁ singe

the Indiasns are poor pays, %hen I 4o handle a case for

an Indian, I ask for the fes in advance, v



