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Field Worker's name DonMoan, JIra
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1, Neme M

2y Post Office Address puehpia.

3e Rasiderce address (»r lacationlamonjc Home for Aged

4. DATE (F BIRTH: lonth goyerher _ Day 1vear 1852

5. Place of birth Naw Yaork

—

6. Name of F’atzherdlw!!i L. Bourdette __ Place of birth

7. Name of Mother e of HelBhaondeIrkshtiescent

Ctrer information about mother : France

Died when he was young.

4

Notes or complete narrysive by the field worker dealing with the
life and story »f the person interviewsd. Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheats if
necesgsary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached . . -
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Don Moon, Jr. - |

Interviewer
February 23, 1938,

Interview with J. R.:Bourdette .
Guthrie, Oklakoma. -

N ,. o/

" Mr. Bourdette has been a pedce officer most of his
life, but also worked as,a cowboy for a few y&zra in Texss.
Bé for Sam Goldson several years in Texus. vGoldson
was a bi} cattleman with eattle all over that country. His
brand was the Big D. The Big D cattle ranged és far north
as Fort Sfl1l. Mr éourdetta went on many & cat.tle dri;e up
the traile across this ;a}'t of Oklahoma sdmetimes to Wichita
and sometimes to Adbilene. Usually ai:out six men went oix
these drives. Onc;a they took two thousand head of cattle to
lichih_gnd this was the bi.:ggét he‘rd of cattle ¥r, Bourdgtte .
ever drove although he made about a dozen such trips.

During the last year that he was with the Goldson
outfit Mr. Bourdetto accompanled an officer sho was trying
to stop the ,Indiams trom stealing csttle. For about six
"hsnﬁs they twg@ode %glainq gn the &og}out for lndians
with atolen cattle. They fonnd soveral bunoh@a of ﬁfh«\ﬁ%

_and if &hey toren't easy to capture they ahot the"x dom

and left than lying there.
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A1) the Indians had stolen cattle for they knew all
the brands, and to whom the cattle bel&nged. ~These indians
were Cheyennes andﬂArapahoea. |

Tﬁen &r.‘Bourdette wen$ back to infield, Kenses, where
he had lived for awhile before going ¢o Texas, and from there
came datn to leahnma in a wagon whon the Iowa land was Opened.
He and a man named Donart filed og/a place as a townsite, and
started the’to'n of Stillwater. /gr; Bourdette was Deputy Sher-
1ff and on the Police Forge twenty-five yaara (for five years
‘a8 Chief of Police) unt1l he was too old to serve longer and
came to Guthrie to the Maqgnic Hame for the Aged.

The desperadoes qp%e the town of Stillwater a wide berth,

-

~

80 Mr. Bqufdette did ngt encounter them often.
. When his rrigpa Donart and s lawyor named Robert A. Lowry
were ;eproaentinz-thair county in the Legislature, lowry sent
word to ﬁourdettgfaaking him which be wanted Stillwater to havé,
the State Penitentiary or a college, and Mr. Bourdette sent word
back, 'ﬁa don't ‘'want any penitentiar& at Stillwater, give us a

college.®  And sure enough, Stillmter got a college;



