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Jarvis Tyner, ; ‘
Interviewer, :

Interview with ¥alter Leayy Boone,
Ramona, Okldhoma.

I came to Indian Territory over forty years ago. 1

cams te Oolagah on the train from Cross Gount, Arkansas,
\Timoiuo was oy parents' home originally and froum thqro
they went to Kentuoky.

A man of the nsme of Crsenwood was tho Dause of my
coming and I sottled on what was known as the Williams'
place near the sown of Cherry Valley. The Williams' place
is now where Eube Swan lives.

The present town of Remona was then & wheat field.
One day I started to Ringo since this was the olonnit Post
. ‘otrioo. The postuaster at Bingo gave me a letter uddnuﬂ
to Mary ﬁoono. I reached hame and handed the letter to my
wife whose nems was Mary, She opensd it up snd it contained ~

& cheok for $300,00, Ths chesck was & éovomant one and of
course this didn't delong to us because we were not Indians.
Ringo ib’oing four or six miles ammy I aaoided I wouldn't
take it back to the post office until the next morming. I

e
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started cut the next :70:111113 with the letter, I was

going at a very fast /"gait when & man 'soon passed me an
f

stopped and callod baock to me and asked if my name

Boons. "Yes" I replied, "It is." Hes also a=

didn't get a 101;?.07. with a 0300.9& check in
said, "Well, you won't have %o go any fartier beoauae 1 am
Alea Boone and tl}ut lettoer belongs to my /w&fo. I refused

to give tho letter to him 80 we deotded 'to rids on back to
the post orricqi I handed the letter léok to the postmster.
He ~aid, "nn./ will have to give it Io Mary Booney I

went on baock ﬁo the shack where. my wif) and I were livinge

We had boughr/’ lumber to build a new hozao and‘ tént combined,
We bad not /2‘1n1aned {t, howsver, so we were living in the
1ittle old/,f/shaak on the place tﬁat we were going to rent,
That night I heard soze men at our door and I opened it up
and saw ;hnnann with whom I had had the letter trouble.
The mn//)’md large gnnn strapped to his h.ipa and said, "Boone,
I've cqine to blow your heart strings ocut." I explained ageain
that I had opened the letter by nauko and besides my wife
was 7mmd lh.ry, too, Alec Boone t0l4 me, *You made me lose

$300,00 and I ay going to shoot you for {%,”
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I aatd, "fell, if you are lodking for trouble I can
give you thate” I m}ué in behind the door where I
had besn keeping 7»"hotgtm and my wife grabbed the gun
and wouldn®t tt;t/ﬂ doose. Ths Indian finally, after a
fen yeors, mdo rrtendahwith me.

" One day later thie Indian cams to me and told me
this: "Boome, you have a large family and I like you. I-
can put you on an easy stringe You've got quite a family h
and 'I want to help you, Say, where d4d4 your folks come
fron?” I 'told him, "Temnssees”. Alec Boome told me that

this wis the same state that his folks caxd frome He says,

*I can fix 1t'so you can get your allotméent all 'in one bdig
place. _I will avegi' that you are relation of mine and get
you on the roll that way", I said, "I want land but not
that badi. You need not lie for me,."

Fron there I moved to & farm west of Ramona. It was
~known aa;: Gmrgo 'tynarls farm, I leased fram John Grsenwood
and he 1{‘5 turn leased from George Tyners Woe had trouble
over the land and George Tyner brought a "law® down and was

going t0 put me off but he never did.
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Reubean R Tyner waé threshing wheat and the mechine
was to move from Tyner's.place to mine, Reuben Tyner
said to no. *I had a 1ittle trouble among the handn. There
is a negro among the orew, Hhat aro you going. to do at .
noos, when they go to eate the negro will sit down, too," 7
I told him, "Well, he won't eat at my table." Reuban Tyner
asked me 1f I didn't think a negro had a soul? "Yes, I
auppoaé he has,” was my replye. "Well, whep we get to heaven,
if we are that fortunate, what will we do tien, we will
have to associate with colored people, won't we?" Reuban
Tyner éald. and aqdod, "I hope you doa't‘havo any trouble,”
The threshing maching pulled on over to my place and
threshed just a little while ané then stopped for dinner,
The negro uhoso nume was Dixon came up snd started washing
s —
with the rest of the méne I called hi.m to one sfde and
told him, "Dixon, you ars humn and all that but I Qon't
allow a colored man to eat at my table, You just wait awhile
énd~thc wife will fix you asomething after the other men have
finished.,® The negro got mad end left the house and went
down to the stack yarde- I went to call hi; to his dinner

and the negro wouldn't sate The machine wes at my place for
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three days and all tho ¢ime that they were thexrs Dixon
went t0 & little town where he bought him scmething to
eate The owner of the machine was from Kansas and the
men t0id him afterwards that he came.vory nesr leaving
and not threshing any of my grain. I had cane and oats
and also wheat,

I attended various churches before I came to Indian
'Tbrritory but shen I lived out wogp towarde tho Oaage.hilla
I went to Reuban Tynofi oburch cl&ao to the twin mounds,
They came to me and asked me if I wquldn'* preach to them,
I waan't a prnachor 80 I refused buﬂ I attended and heard
Mr. Tyner preach sevoral times, There were oircuit riders
who would cons and preach st different times, There was
also a man of the name of Bill Evans %ho preached ‘there at
the 11ttle Nethodist Church.

I went to Nowsta to the mill’ and changed a load of

vheat for flour. i ecrossed the Carto? Crossing on the
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énnay River going over, I came dback ﬁnd the river had risen,

My horsoa:woru dow. in the wﬁter before I knew it, There

w8 nothins to dc but go or. across the ford, The horses
N ‘



wore swimming then, I leat them go where they would and
they swem aoross safely to the other aides I had a new
wagon box on my wagon and my flour didn't ge\t’ wgt ";t all.
One other time I went to Talala and orossed at the
semé placse I went there efter a barrel of salt, I had
to cross a great open ploce where castle grazed.‘ The
catfle smolled the salt, Befeore long there was about five .
hundred head of cattle strung all about me{{nd‘hehind Qe
They began to mill adbout and soon woulé®have torn my

-~

wagon up but some cowboys came out and tumeqaih; cattle
avay from my magon. I hollered at them and sa4d, "Why
dop't you salt your oat{tle?" “

AEE\S}QM Ringo w}hre the only two tomns that I

kner of thrt aren't in éziatanoe Now,e .
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