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BOHAJUN, GHEES INTERVIEW

Johnaon H» Hampton,
Investigator,
April IS, 1938.

An Intarview with Green Bohanan,
Choctaw Indian,

3̂ i pi In. t

I waa born February 22nd, 1882, near what i a now Tuaka-

hojna, t-en i t was Indian Territory, Choctew Nation. My

father*a name waa El l i s Bobanan and Itottier'e name was

Fatay Bohanari, They were raiaed arotmd whore Serdio la

now in fact a l l of my kinsfolk wera raiaad in that part of

the country but they are a l l dead and 1 am about the only

one l iving there now;

Uotbar uHd to t e l l ua tbat the Choctawa had a pretty

hard tine during the Civil v.ar; they, nearly starved to

death but they got by aome way and after I waa born and

grew up the Cbjoctaws had plenty to eat euch aa i t was.

Nearly d l of than had cat t le , hogs and ponies but at tbat

time there was no market for stock so they could not s e l l

them to l i ve on. They aomBtTmea sold some but they did not get

anything for them; the ateers would grow wild and would be

too old to do anything with and •one would die with old age

and the same way with hogs, but finally the market opened up
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where they could se l l their stock for pretty good prices

ao they o i l eold oat what they had, then they began to

raise some more catt le , hogs and other things. At that

time the Choctsn did not work very much; they e l l had

• s e l l Tom Fuller patches of about five to ten acres in

cultivation on which they raised their corn for their

breed. That was about a l l they had to have bade in

those days; they would make their, cornbread by putting

the corn in a mortar and beetin^ i t until i t was made

into corn meal; i t was fine meal and mnde good corn-

bread and they could cfike several kiads of neal that

way and they could make hominy and make Bonaha shuck-

bread as we cal l i t and other things* The Choctaw

women were good cooks elonr that- l ine; the men did not

work much*

Sardis i s in a valley with mountains a l l around

valley and there la aome prairie there* At that tiia^

I was arnoll, there T7ere no fences and the land was not in

cultivation much only email patches and thore were not

cany Choctaws who lived in this valley which was called
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the Anderson settlement. At that tine the Choc taws uaed

to l ive in settlements end there woe e not her settlement

north of us about ten miles end there was another s e t t l e -

meat-west of us about fifteen miles which was celled the

Carnes Settlement* I t weo named after S i l l s Cernes who

was the head of that settlement and we lived in the Ander-

son Settlement named after ^esle; anderson and Heuben

ijid9rBon) who were the oldest men who lived In this s e t t l e -

ment at that time. They have been dead for several years,

in fact, the old sett lers , are a l l dead who used to l i re

in this settlement* I t was a line country with gross

that grew as high aa the head of a man on hoieeback and

on Anderson Creek there was fine cane for the stock to

grase on; the stock did not beye to be fed at that time,

they just ran out on the range and got fa t , In feet, they

stayed flat a l l tbe year around* v •

Some white people ease In there and located a mine,

they called i t an asphalt mine;they began to dig for tile

asphalt and they then put up a store there and called i t

..•Bunch Town; they mined the /asphalt and hauled i t to T&ska-

homa, they then loaded i t on care and shipped i t out when
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the n ine woo opcosd ; then there ware s evera l whi te f a m i l i e s

who cant t h e r e and sone were miner a who dug the asphal t

and.aos* o f them had, teams t h a t hauled the a spha l t to town

and shipped I t out* They ran the mine for s e v e r a l years

but they f i n a l l y quit ths n ine and l e f t i t . The company

that had t h i s done jus t gave i t up for some reason and -

left it,but the mine i s s t i l l there ani this l i t t l e store

went with lt ;but sxm acme other wMte men put up another

store and called i t Serdls so i t has gone by that name

for several years and is s t i l l running by that name* he

have several stores there now; BOMB of the white {hollies

who moved to this place vtan the nine was running are s t i l l

there; they did not go back to where they came from but

rented fans and are there yet and this country now i s a l l

owned by families and the whJle country i s under fence now*

Our trading point at that tis» was at Fort Stelth, lxt»

kansas, and we traded there fox several years until after

the 'Frisot Railroad went through the country then eons

white man put up a star* at Tuskshona oa ths railroad* Be

then went to trading there for i t was clean to home and

when this store was put ^ a t Bunch Town. W traded there
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and or* o t i l l trading at th i s place, Uj toother had a

wheel and a wearer but I never saw her using the
-eaver'
the oniy thing the used «ae the spinning vheel and aho

ueed to spin cotton end wool, nelce them into threode and

then ehe would to: it them into mittens and socks* -he * ^_

never cade on. clothes that I saw but ahe would knit socks

for us to wear during the winter. These socks were heavy

aiid they lasted a l l the. winter* Mother wouM s e l l some of

these aocks to other Indians in the neighborhood end the

apinniDg wheel and the weaver disappeared after her death.

I don't know what became of than.

In 1898 I was enrolled with the other Choctawa and in

1905. I got my allotment of land, 1 on o t i l l l iving on

the land that I selected for uy allotment* I got tap pay-.

. nents vith the other Choctawa but we have not gotten any

payments for several year*; the f i r s t payment that we got

TOO in 1893 and that peyment was for $103*00 each. The
<? . !

Choctaw Government made,this payment} at that time they •_

: cuae around from plsee to,place to saake theee paymenis and ;

• after ttiat time, the payments cams out of kuakogee* At , /
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that tine before the allotment, I did not know that .we

had an agency but aftar the allotment I learned that we

had an agency at liiakogae. I don't guess that the Choc-

taws know the Union Agency existed before that time.

2 have attended the Choct&w cainp meetings at Saxdia;

there i s a church there which w&s built by the Andersons;

i t was a Baptist Church* This church house has been there

fox a good many years and s t i l l i s being used as a church,

*t one tiias we had a school in this church house* I went

to this school when I was h boy for sererftl years* I did

not learn much for 1 neror did attend any other school

but this one at the old church, but I can read and write

in English and can apeak in English and can apeak in ny

own language*

I an a Choctaw Indite but not a ful l blood; Ftther was

a full blood but my •other was a ful l blood;BO I don't

just what degree of Choctaw I am but I think that I

azs on the ro l l s as about a quarter blood; a l l of cy folks

wure Choctaw* and wo bfifa lived among our tribe a l l of our '(


