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Field Workor?s name _ Johngop He Hempton,
This report made on (date) Aggjl_19t§‘>1938' 192 8

b}

1, Name Qi-aan sohanan, 4 Choctaw

2, Post Oftice Address Sardis,

3, Kkesidecnco address (or locntion)

4, DATE OF BIKTH: MNonth _February - Day _pp Yecar _3pge

S Place of birth Sl!ﬂii |

6., Name of Father g114s Bohanan Place of birth §nx§1!
Other informat'ion atout father

7¢ Neme of Mother _Pafpey Bohanan Placc of birth Sapdis

<

Otner information atsut mother

-

& a

Notes or complete narrativg by the JSicld worker dealings with the life and
story of‘;he .creon interviswed., RGT.r to Manual for swhrested subjects
and questions, Continue on tlank sha't. if ncacssary and attech firmly to
this forms Number of shects attuched 8 .
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Johnson He Hempton,

Investigator, -

An Interview with Green Eobanan,
Choctaw Indian, .
Sardis, Uklahoms.

1 was bg&n Fotruary 22od, 1882, rear what 18 now Tuska-
homa, t-en it was Imiian Territary, Choctaw lation. My
fathsr's mme was Ellis Bohanan end lMother's name was
Patsy Bohanan, They were raised aronnd where Serdis is
now {in fact all of my kinsfolk were raised in that part of
the country but they are all dead apd 1 em about the only
one nving there now.

Mothar used to tell us that the Choctaws had a pretty
hard time during the Civil har; thoy nearly starved to

death mttheygét‘bymme'ayandartarlmbomand

grew up the Choctaws had plenty to eat such as it was.

Nearly all of tham bad cattle, hogs and ponies tut at that

\
time there was no market for stock szo they could not sell
them to live on. They somstimes sold some dut they 414 not get

anythirg for them; the steers would grow wild and would be

too old to do anything with end some would die with old age

and the same way with hogs but fimally tl;e market opened up

» ) } %
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where they could ssll their stock for pretty good prices

20 they all sold out what they lmd, then. they begen to
‘i'aiu some more cattle, hogs and other things. At that
time the Choctm did not work very much; they all had
smell Tom Fuller patches of about five to ten acres in
w;timtion on which they raised their corn for their
tresd. That was about all they had to have back in

those day;; they wou.ﬁ m2ke their cornbread _hy putting

the corn in a mortar and beatin~ it until it was made

into corn meal;' it was fine maal' and mnde good corn-

bread and they could maks severel kiads of mesl that

way and they could meke hominy and meke Fonahe shuck-

bread as we call it and other thingse The Choctaw

wozmen were good cooks elon; that- line; tho men did not

work much. '

| Sardis 18 in a valloy with mouhteing all around t'ds
valley and there ‘15 some preirie there. lAt that tims when
1 was amll, there were no fmeea and the land was hot 11;‘ .
cultivation much only smell patches and thore were not

many Choctaws who lived in this valley which was called
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the Apderson jettlemsont. At that tims the Choctaws used
to live in settlements end there was enother settlement |
north of us about ten miles and there was another settle-
mentiwest of us about fiftoen mijes which was called the
Cernes Settlement. It wes mamed after Bllis Cernmes who
was the head of that settlement and we lived in the Ander-
son Settlement samed after wesle: anderson and Heuben
4ndarson who were the cldest men wio lived in this settle-
ment at that tims. They bave been dead ‘ror seversl yesrs,
in fact, the old settlers are all dead who used to live
in this settlemsnt. I% was a fins country with grass
that gre"aa.-high as the bsad of a man on horseback aml
on Andersor Creek there was fine cane for ths stock to

P 1
grazge on; the stock did not mye to Ve fed st that time,
they just ran out on the rangs amd got fat, in Mct, they
stayed fat sll the y;ar around ¢ v

Some white people came in there and located a mine
they called it an masphalt mine;they began to dig for the
asphalt and they thsn put up a storc there and called {t
AAmch Town; they mined fhoéaphult and bauied 1t %o Taaka-

+ homa, they then loeded it on cays am shippad it out when



BOHAHAN, GRRES INTERVIE® 13658
4

ths mine wes opensd, then there were several white femiliea
who caze there and some wers miners who dug the asphalt
and some of them had teams that hauled the asphalt to towm
and shipped 1t out. They ren the mine for several yoars
Wt they finally quit the mine amd left it. The compsny
that had this dne just gave it up for some resson snd -
left it but the mine i{s still there aml this 1ittle atore
rent with 1t but 8. on come other white men put up ancther
store and called it Serdis so it has gone by tbhat name -
for several yeers and is still runcing by that nams. e
have ‘amml stores there now; sors of tpe vhite families
who moved to this place when the mine was running are still
‘there; they did not go back to where theay cems from but
‘reated foarms and are there yst and this country now is all
‘owned by families and the wh.le country is wnder fence nowe
‘Our trading point at that time was at Fort Swith, Axw
kensas, and we traded there for sevarsl years until after
the \’Friooc Railroad want through the countyy then some
white man put up a store st ‘mlk_nhom.on‘th rc/'nrold. |
then went to trading there for it wos close u7hom and

,when this stcre was put 5 ot Bunch Tomn. wyl tradel there
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‘and 8re.astill treding at this place. Ky mother had a
m wihcel and a vﬁaver but I nover saw her using the
gi:oye—:n‘hq thing ahe used wes the spinning whesl and sho

" used to spin cotton and wool, meke them into tiresds and
then she would kr it them into mittens and socks. .he .
ﬁovcm made an clothes that I saw but she would kit socks
for us to wesr during the winter. These socks were heavy _
and they lested ell the winter. HMothar would ‘ull soms of
these socks to other Indians in the neighborhood snd the
spinning wheel and the weaver disappeared after her doéth.
I‘ dan't know what bocapo of them,

In 1898 I was enrolled with the other Cboctaws and in
1902, 1 got my allotment of land, I an otill living on
the land that I selected for my allotment. I got my pay=

.ments with the other Choctews bu;. ve bave not gotten any
paymen t8 tar several yoarir the first paymant that we got

w2 in 1893 and that paymnt was for $103.,00 each. 'I'hd]
Choctaw Govermment smde this paymant, ‘at that time they -: |
ax‘ound rom phee to place to mke theao, paymanﬁs anﬂ o

-afterﬁmttim thapa;ymantacamoutof ogsee AL ) /

: J
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that time before the allotment I did not know that .we
hed an agency but after the ollotment I learnsd that we
had an agégw at tuskogse. I don't guess that ths Choc-
tews know the Unjon igency existed vefore that time.

1 nve attended the Gho;tn: camp meotings at Saxdis;
thore is a church there which wes bullt by the Andersons;

it was a Baptist Church. This church house has been thers

for & good mxv&yaara a?d atill is being used as a church,

nt one time we bad a ohool in this church house. I wenmt
tothisachoolihmlmagbquraevcalyoara. 1444
not Learn mch for T never d1d sttend any othor school
but tl;ia one at the old church, but I can resd and write
inEnm-m&d can speak in English and can speak in my
o%n lsnguagse

17

I am & Choctaw Indfan but mot a full blood; Fether was

a full dlood but my mother was & full bloodiso I don't

just what dcgree of Choctaw I am tut I think that I

am on the rolls as about a quarter bloodi 81l of ry folks

wure Choctews end wo ave lived amorg our tribe all of our

livos.



