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DIOGRAFIL! FORM 324
WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
' Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma ¢ o 1
g “ - |
BOONE, L. C. (MRES.) INTERVIEW. #1335
Field Workor's name Mary D. Dormward
This report made on (date) March 8283, 193 8 «
Nafne ) ma' Lo 00 Boone
Post OfficeVAddress Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Residcnce addrese (or locntion) 720 South Elwood.
DATE OF BIRTH: Month Day Yoar 1886
S Place of birth Tahlequah, Indian Territory.
6. Name of Father R. D. Perry Place of birth Kentucky
Other information atout father
‘ : Indian
7. Neme of Mother Helen Ward Perry Place of virth Territory.

Otter information aéout mother Part Cherokes.

[

‘Notes or ‘complete pa&rative by the field worker dealing with the life and |
story of the .erson interviewed, Rofer to Manual for suggested subjacts
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nocessary and attach firmly tof
this formes Number of shcets attached . ) o
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POONE, L. G, {(MBS.) INTSRVIEW, " 13438,

Lary Do Dorward,
Iuvestigator,
Maroh 23. 1938,

Interview witk Mrs, L. Ce BoOne,
Tulse, Oklahoms.,

” /

Della Ferry Boone, daghter of R. D. Fexry and Helen

Naomi -ard Ferry was born. near :ﬁhlcquah, Indian To

in 1886, Through hor mothex Mr;. Boone is part che
and was born on the mﬁrnlns of the day the books enrolling
each Indian headright wore to‘Le closed. The books were to
be closed Qt sunrise and in order to get the new bHady on tko
rolls her father leaped on to his horse and da{ggg_otr to she ©
polll.at Fort Gidbson without even taiiing until.tha cﬁild had
&8 nme. 3he could not be enrolled without 2 nams so the offie
oial at the polls said, "Let's find her a name," et the same
time taking up a list he had. He ran P13 finger down the list
until he came to the name Della, 'and gaid. "lat's call h,f
Dolla,f\and Della she bocame, This }n&hﬁsd krs. Boone a pay=-
ment under her headright, a payment being due at that time,
a«nd soon aftor she roce;vvd.ﬁcr payment of about a hundred
and fifty dollars.

... Mrs. Boone lived at Tahlequah until she was about seven

A}
yoars of age, attending school at the joodall school for one



L 326
BOONB, L. Ce (MRS, ) IRTZRVI &4, 134%50

terme «hen she was seven the family moved to the country.
about ten or twelve miles west of Claremore, Here the Perry
family lived i{n a log cabin until & house could ds built, Mre
rorry fenced inx lund and began farmings The closést trading
point was Claremoro, ¢ day's trip awsy. Frequeatly, especiale
ly in spring, high water mould prevent making the trip even
vhen necessary, and when the river was passable there was al-
ways & toll to pay at the ferry. These ccnaiderations cauaed
lf\%:r. rerry to astart a littls store on his own land. Then' he
" tuilt & blacksmith shop and not lang after socured & post of-
fice, maming the place &li, in thg meentime building s grenary
also, &4 doctor ;sottlod in the méighborhood, then another fam=
ily or two, and soon thore werc encugh children 'to justify
building a school. ’
Until the achool was oponed at m Mrs. Booene attem%

a achool in the oountry about two and o holf ‘miles from her
homs, wulking the entire distance each way every day, asross
rough bountry ‘vitl‘x not even a road to follow.

| Adout 1900 the Ferry rvmily moved to what is now Cole
linsville. The .anta Fe Railway had recently been duilt

through that country, about a nilo dway from the tomn of
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Qoliins. Mr. Porry moved his store building, houno:"and
bllck:mifi ghop to the new settlement and oponoA for buax;
ness. Fo‘r saze time (a fight ragei between the citizens of -
old Jollina;. -soms declaring they would not came to't'ho new
town even {r there was a railrcad there. The difference

was finally sqttled and the town wes moved to where (ollinse
ville now st nda., Until then the .errya were the only péo-
ple living in Collinasville,

’ Mrs. Boons ettended school in Collins until en Indien
schSol wes ostablished in Collinsville, where she attended
until the Collinsville school system was Jatabliahed. she
attended tha Female eminary at Tahlequah for three yoars,.

Zuch msuber of the Pori'y femily received un‘anotmnt.
¥rs. Ferry's {ncluded the family home in Jollinsville. Mrs.

8
Boons's wes nosr Sldatook.

“lire Ferry served as U, S. Marshal while living at 2l4,

Latsr he served as mayor of Collinaville, as oouncuman; and
as chief of police. The city of Collimsville has presented
him with a park named in his bomore In this purk he has

erected a grendstand, a bandstand, numerous bdenches, bm:aidn

planting many shrubs and trees.
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