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This rnport made on (date)

1. Ha; fl Walter I.Boner

P - r t f "ico ACtir •: r- Durant

3. R ^ i ^ n v «\dar-.-.-; ( u 1 >c it 1̂ :1) 1020 Horth 2nd.

^_ oa;/ 10 Year W O

5. rl'-.iit -:' birtn , Kentucky

* r e :f Father 3t«TBn ?» Boner p l a 0 , , o f b i r t 4

~t .^r inf'-rauti :• -.bout father

7. yaL.* >f - n-.er J ^ 5 f £ * S ^ ' P l a c e Df birth Vlrginii
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Lulc Austin,

Decmber 15, 1937 •

An Interview with Mr. Walter L« Boner,
Durant, Oklahoma;

I ceiae to Indian Territory in 1898, se t t l ed in

Durant and began practis ing law* United States com*

mission was the only court we hod} for d i s t r i c t court

we would go t o Atoka* The court at Atoka was presided

over by Judge William H. ii . Clayton who had been prose*

cutlng attorney in United States court at *ort Smith

under Judge Porker who held the record for hanging man

in the United States*

At the t i a e I came to Durant i t we a a any 11 town

of flTe or s i x one story brick buildings and a mnaber

of frame buildings with no perements und no sidewalks,

with two we l l s and frequent hog wallow a . in the middle

of Mala 3 t r e « t .

In the year 1899 the town goTarnoent of Durant

was organized by order or the United States D i s t r i c t

court at Atoka* ~ t̂r« W.T# Sprowles ond I were partners .

at tbot time and we conducted the l e g a l proceedings

needed for the organization of the town government;

th is nco in March, 1899, and an e l ec t i on for tdwn o f f i cer s
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was called and W* H* Hilton, who had been in the lumber

business here,was elected Mayor and was the only Re-

publican Mayor that Qurant.'^s ever had* After the

organization, a bocrd of alderman selected the Hon* R«

L* Williams, now United States Judge, for the f i rs t town

attorney*

There was a census taK&n in 130S* and Mr* Sprowles

and l\igaln conducted the 1egolNproceedings at Atoka

needed/ to advance, the town to a city of f i rs t class*

me census was taken by James Yorborough onci showed

a population of over five thousand. ( I t was thought he

took the name of everyone fay and near)•

I was elected the f i rs t Mayor of the city of Durant

in 1903 and W* A* *itchey was elected i t s f i r s t city

attorney*

In the mnnaer of 11-02 we voted a $100,000,00 bond

io«ue; $15f000 for a school building and the remainder

for a water works system which was constructed in the

la t ter part of 1903, with the scarce of supply at Blue

River where i t has since beer* Burris and McDonald of

Kansas City were, designing engineers and reconmended the
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construction'of a lake in the southwest part of the

city ae the source of^supply; this recommendation

was refused by irote in favor of Blue River»

L The'extens^ve construction of a wetep system

was prompts by four different fires in /the business

dis t r ic t or Durent during 1899 and 100y# In the fire

of 1001 thirty»oix business houses weye destroyed. I

saw more than thirty business houses/in construction

at one time*

Mr* Spronles and 1 were tryini u case

/Atoka Court of a roan who had stolen a pig and Jack

Lauderdale^ an intermarried whitj

the defendent. After He had be în atforn in and. was be*

ing questioned by the pro>secuiing atttorney^e said,

"Judge*- as the E^bie soys, *fcJ70ry tub stands on Ms own

bo'ttom?U Judge Clayton made & Joke out of what he said

when ho addressed the Jury; the man was cleared.

There itaa an uaiertaker t»nd doctor "vbo hud offices

adjoining ours. Me often/laughed and said we ha-1 t»

doctor to give the fatal/ lose- an undertaker to bury the

n'was witness for
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patient end we were the lawyers ready to administer

the estate*


