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Field Worker's name Bﬁhv‘l E. Palmer . -

This rcport made on (date)’ May 29 ' K 1937 :
1, - Neme Sarah May Baldwin |
!
2. Post Office Address Lesdey, Oklahome w |
3, Residence address (or locution) Rurel Route '3
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _  Auéust pay .M year 1874 -

5 Place of birth -Tenneasee

e

6, Name of Father William ¥axd

Place of birth Tennasses

Otihcr informsat ion about father oo g

7, Nams of Mother Auna Shelton Place of birthKentueky

Other information about mother Buried in Oilakama
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. Interview with Sersh May- Baldwin.
Leedey, Oklg&homa.,

1 was born in Travisville, Tennessse, in 1874,
.- and moved Yo the Indian Territory in 1891. We lived
there four years(this was in the Chickasaw Nation).
We came to Oklshoma in 1895, in Custer County.
In 1896 we moved to Dewey County agd filed on a place,

Section 26, Townehip 16, Range 19, where I am still

a

living.
| When.we came to the indian Territbry there were
lots of.lﬁdi:ns. They were forever getting drunk; and
when they §1d we kneq:to stay away from them for they
' were very dangerous.
Thers was 1ots of timber there. I haye helped
ny'mother spin and weave when 1 was a small child,
but never did eny myaelf.\kln those (ays we wore ﬁaaﬂua
dresses, and rsal full skirts end they were really full.
We ;orq lots of ruffles on our dresses and would cold
starch our slips, they wo.ld really stand alope. 1
, ramui%ér going to ohur§h'with my folks in & wégon, sone
people drove oxen but we never did. They weally hed

some 0ld time camp mebtifigs, the 0ld ladies would shout



BAIDWIN, SARAE MAY,  ~  INTERVIN.

328

all over the place; and some ot: them would g off in
a trance and have to be carried out.

1 cen remember that the Indians buried their
dead in their yard, They would hew out logs and build
a little l;cnse over the graves, One man was 'one-half
‘Indien and his wife was a full blood., They buried two
of their children in their yerd, and two in the, white
‘ p@o'a fxemetory; | ’ \

We moved to Oklshoma in & covered wagon. Our
firat house was & dugout, with throe. logs around it on
top or’th.c gﬁund. It was covered with dirt. Ve dug
a hole back in the bank for our barn. Mr. Baldwin made
our first table out of cottonwood. We had a“welll. of
| water. Ye would dra;w this water with an old time 'bucket.
We would go &bout fifteen miles to Gip, a little oountry_
store, to do oui' trading. This store is not the‘ro.a'ny

more. Our medd ware just treils, could get over

them in & wagon. We never knew fhat road work was those
days.

later we built. a one-half dugout made of cottonwood
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with a shingled top. -later we built the house in
which I am living at present time.

I lived in Russet in a log house that had one
window and one do&r in‘kt. Russet was a small place
then, there was just a gin and a grist mill.

There were not azny roads in that country, you

"\\
just wound_around in the forest. We didn't have bridges

then ei-her. There was one bridge between Russet and
Manville, that is just planks laid asceross the creek
to oross on. : ‘ - K\\\

VYe went to ﬁhnville to by our supplies, about
ten miles. ‘

#e had church in tie winter %ims in the school
house, but in the summer we wonl@ have an arbor made
of brush. Peoples would come and cemp there. These
meetings wo.ld last for weeks.

Thers were lots of wild turkey, deer, and fish
\ there.
| e raised corn snd cotton there. All we had to

farm with was a Georgia stock and double shovel.

20
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That was a timber country, and of course they
" made lots of lumbsr. I'io sesh thomlhave Bix or eight
oxen %o the wagon hauling logs to the mill. They mede

very nice lumber there.



