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Field Worker*s name

This report made on (date)'

Bthtl E. Palmar

m? 89 > 1 9 3

1 . • Name Serth May Baldwin

Post Office Address Laaday, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or locution)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: 'Month _,

5. Place of b i r th

Rural Routs

Day . 11 Year 1874

6. Name of Father WiXliaa Ward Place of b i r th

Other informat ion about father

7. Nans of Mother ***** Shelton Place of birthKantuoky

Other information about mother Buried in 0 Idaho*

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the I i f6 tind̂ t
story of tho person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested 6Ub'5,e Ĵts "
and questions. Continue on blank sheetr, if necessary a-ml\at,tach'%ir^L7 to- '
this form. Number of sheets attached • ^ . ; - '• \ ';' • '.>"*' V •



, 8ARAH MAY. HWBRV1SW.

Interview with Sarah May Baldwin.
Leedey, Oklahoma. ,

I was born in Trav i sv i l l e , Tennessee, in 1874,

and mt9A %o the Indian Territory in 1891. We l ived

there four yeare(this was in the Chiokasaw Nation)•

We oaae to Oklahoma in 1895, in Cuater County.

In 1896 we noved to Dewey County and f i l ed on a place,

Section £6, Township 16, Range 19, where I am s t i l l

l i v i n g .

When we came to the Indian Territory there were

l o t s of Indi; ns . They were forever gett ing drunkj and

when they did we knew to stay away from them for they

were very dangerous*

There was l o t s of timber there . I bay© helped

my mother spin and weave when 1 was a small chi ld ,

but never did any myself. In those iiays we wore basque

dresses , and real fu l l sk ir t s and they were rea l ly ful l*

We wore l o t s of ruf f les on our dresses and would cold

starch our Bl ips , they wo.>ld rea l ly stand alone, I

rensMbor going to church with my folks in a wagon, some

people drove oxen but we never did. They rea l ly had

son* old .time camp meetings, the old ladies would shout

'I *>'•;<



SARAH MAY. INTKHVI3W.

- 2 -

e l l ovor t h e place and some o f them would gp o f f In
>

a tranee and have to be carried out.

1 can remember that the Indians burled their

dead in their yard. They would hew out logs and build

a l i t t l e houaa over the graves. One man was one-half

Indian and his wife was a ful l blood. They buried two

of their children in their yard, and two in the,white

pe^Le*a cemetery. \

We moved to Oklahoma in a covered wagon* Our

first house was a dugout, »ith three logs around i t on

top of the ground. It was covered with dirt . We dug

a hole back in the bank for our barn. Mr. Baldwin aade

bur f irst table out of cottonwood. We had a well of

water* We would draw thie water with an old time bucket.

We would go about fifteen miles to Gip, a l i t t l e country

store, to do our trading. This store is not there any

acre. Our roads were just t r a i l s , we^ua^could get over

them In a iragpn. We never knew what road work was those

days.

Later we built a one-half dugout made of cottonwood
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with a shingled t o p . Later we b u i l t the house in

which X am l i v i n g a t present t ime .

I l i v e d in Russet in a l o g house that had one

window and one door in i t . Russet was a smal l plaoe

then , there was j u s t a g in and a g r i s t m i l l .

There were not any roads in t h a t country, you

j u s t wound^around in the f o r e s t . We d i d n f t have br idges

then ei*,her. There was one bridge between Russet and

Manville, that i s just planks laid across the creek

to oross on. ^ \

.We went to Hanville to buy our supplies, about

ten miles.

We had church in the winter tine in the school

house, but in the sunnier we would have an arbor made

of bruth. People would come and camp there. These

meetings wo\.ld last for, weeks.

There wore lots of wild turkey, deer, and fish

there.

We raised com und cotton there. All we had to

far* with was a Georgia stock and double shovel.
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That was a timber country, and of course they

made lota of lumber. I've seen them have six or eight

oxen to the wagon hauling logs to the mill* They made

very nice lumber there.


