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THOMPSON, DELINA. A. INTERVIER, #10131°

An Interview with Delina Thompson, Blk City, Oklahoma
By =« Ethel Mae Yates, Invaatigntor.
. February 28, 1938.

~

I, my husband, Othel Thompson, and our ohildren came "

from Iowa to the Territory on January lst, 1901; we came
by train to Weatherford which was the end of the railroéd
at that time. We stopped there in Weatherford for three
months and lived in a tent, My husband got a job of
freighting and he freighted to Cheyenne and old Hermon.

" He laid the first lumber on the ground to star Elk Gity
and hsuled the first load fogroceries to Elk City. Theee
grogeries wore for Bob Keen who set up a twenty pound

wooden cracker box for a counter and sold groceriss over

-~
L_..

that while the men fimisbed unloading. Ky husband hauled
the first lumber to start Climton.

While wo lived in Weatherford the indiaris  wsuld
come to town every Saturday and stretoh their tepses. 1
have gountbd a3 many as twsaty tepees between our temt
and the town. The aquaws would céme into our tent. I
yﬁd & cook ;tovn that we hn? brought with us and I guess

that {t was the first stove that these aquaws had ever

‘ agen. fhoy would go all around it emd laugh and talk apd’
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make signs,

"On April 7th, 1901 we filed on a ciaim one mile
east s:nd six miles north of the place where Canute is
" and nine miles from Foss, andrwe settled there in a
tent. Soldiers Oreek went through our place So we got
our water from it. !;e burned some coal and some wood
and lots of cow chips., We lived in this tent until it
blo_w away on the night of the Foss flood; Juns 7th, 1903,
My husband was at Foss that night., and as soon as tl;e
" water went dowm eno‘ugh I sent for him, but he couldn‘*t

return  until late the following niéht. He said when
s came ; ;he top of a 1;111 he\ could see a little light
an;d::w then that we had gotten into a little shack
that was already om our claim. My husband ned’ dug a dug-
out back in & blnk‘ snd héd walled up the fro.nt with rook.
He had made this for his shop so he took the airt top \
off of tﬁis . and put a shingle roof on it and we
moved into.this dugout amd lived there for five years.

l& husband was gone much of the time. He hauled

freight from Parkersburg to Climton and all over the
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country. He hoved part of Texola to Leedy and part of /

it tc;.o liorewoc:d. I went slong to cook for the mex'1 and

stayed in one of the hon‘xées while they were moving them.
My hushand helped build the Frisco Railroad from v

clinton to Cordell and I weat too and oooked for a crew

and lived in & tent. For-four years of the time tha&,

we lived on the claim I took in washing and ironing.

w& built a’brick furnace out in the yard and made a

ek that held three barrels of water, snd I ran tWwo

hand Zﬁﬁiﬁ' mohinea. I would go to Fosa to get the

clothes. I first started to going arter them in a buggy

but soon thie duggy wouldn't hold the bundles so my hus-

band bought a two-seated h;ck for me and fixed ‘c/al;/et

and bows on it. It was nime miles to Foss and I would

get there just ss it would be getting red in the East.

'Eus poople in Foss got to where they would -put jtheir

clotheg\ out on their porches for me agd I would Aiailo

them in bul;di:ea until the bundles would. be-higher then

ny heads I would bc home nshing by nine 0'clock,

and lota of times I would iron until two 0'olock in the

]

™\
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- ppiides  Boms monthb Igmuid Hlear e much as $60,00,

N

~'§"$ﬁ§~§ﬁ’f the t‘ime 1 had to‘ hira‘a girl to help el
i 1 ﬁid e W“ﬁﬁb 95500 & waek. I k3pt thira work - *
ty foi ot years and then my Bmalth gave wsy and |
iﬁi& to give fiy work up. L
1t ,ﬁighti be interesting to kuo¥ that my husband

ffﬁ?éﬁa,‘ill ‘ef the 'O:Ld town of El‘men“ta the site Sf the
G bR tem Of Bamon, . -

| W ﬁ‘(&ﬁ in’oa;* dugout for five ysars and thesn we
_.;Qoﬁ&t %ﬁ& ﬁm Rﬁﬁr&aviile Sehool House and moved it
:aai‘ér‘ on oﬂr plidé lmi mede & bouse out of it. We farmed ¢
.\ﬁemn tv&ry Yyoar btxt ﬁtdn’b raise sueh end tcr soms time
3 w%héri ¥is 10 Mk&t f:ﬁr vmgt we did raige. !'Igs l1ived on

. o#r oledm zmii 192“6* and ﬁe thcn moved to Elk Oity tnd | _

thn ; Gtha\l ﬁiomﬁsan aiqﬁ here in Rk City six i"“‘_—.

= wms etio and 15 burisd in the idurdsvnla, Bmtery,



