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An Interview with Delina Thompson, Ilk City, Oklahoma
By • Ethel Mae Yates, Investigator.

Febs*u*s?y 28, 1S38.

I, my husband, Othel Thompson, and our ohildren came

from Iowa to the Territory on January 1st, 1901} we came

by train to Weatherford which was the end of the railroad

at that time. We stopped there in Weatherford for three

raoaths and lived in a tent* My husband got a job of

freighting and he freighted to Cheyenne and old Harmon.

He laid the first lumber on the ground to start Elk City

and hauled the first load of groceries to Elk City. These

groceries were for Bob Ksen who set up a twenty pound

-v wooden oraoker box for a counter and sold groceries over
•> *

that while the men finished unloading. My husband hauled

the first lumber to start Clinton.

While we lived in Weatherford the l.ndiaris wGuld

oomt to town every Saturday and stretoh their tepees. I

have counted aa many as twenty tehees between our tent

and the town* The squaws would come into our tent. I

had a cook store that we had brought with us and I guess

that it was the first stove that these squaws had ever

They would go all around it and laugh and talk and
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make signs*

On April ?th, 1901,wo filed on a claim one mile

east and six miles north of the place where Canute is

and nine miles from Foss, and we settled there in a

tent* Soldiers Creek went through our place so we got

our water from it* We burned some ooal and some wood

and lots of cow chips* We lired in this tent until it

blew away on the night of the Foss flood, June 7th, 1903.

My husband was at Foss that night, and as soon as the

water went dom enough I sent for him, but he couldn't

return until late the following night* He said when

hB eamejon the top of a hill he oould see a little light

and/he knew then that we had gotten into a little shaok

that was already on our claim* &Qr husband ha'd dug a "dug-

out back in a bank and hid walled up the front with rook*

\

He had made t h i s for his shop so he took the dirt top \

off of this - and put a shingle roof on i t and we

fflored into, this dugout and lived there for five years.

W husband was gone much of the time. He hauled

freight from Parkeraburg to Clinton and a l l orer the
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country. He moved part of Texola to Leedy and part, of

it to Morewood* I went along to cook for the men and

stayed in one of the houses while they were moving them.

My husband helped builtl the Frisco Railroad from

Clinton to Cordell and I went too and cooked for a crew

and lived in a tent. For four years of the time thai

we lived on tie claim I. took in washing and ironing*

We built a'brick furnace out in the yard and made a

tank taatiieJld three barrels of water, and I ran two

hand washing; machines. I would go to Foss to get the

vT
d o t a ^ . I f i rs t started to* going after them in a buggy

but soon the buggy wouldn't hold the bundles so my hus-

band bought a two-seated hack for me and fixed *a''sheet

and bows on i t . It was nine miles to Foss and .J would

get there just as It would be getting red in the East.

Tuu people in Foss got to where they would «put their

clothes out on their,porches for me and I would pile

them in bundles unti l the bundles would, be higher than

my head. I would be horns washing by nine O'clock,

and lots of tunes I would iron until two O'clock in the



:c
Some ftontbs I w&ulci^lear as much as #6poOO,

J had to hire it gir l to help m*

fid i l i d t«| tariHUt }RjeOO .ft wa«ilc. I k«pt th i s worV •• ••

^ fSi*-fb% jrfiiî a .and thea ray -fe«alt>) gsr^ «sy

Sid to sl1Hi ftfy work up.

I t ,might be intoreotiug to know that iny

i l l ef the old town of Htmtem to th© sit© 6f

tfi i a our dtagotat fo r fiT» yeRrs au'd. th«m we

old Kd»ardsTixle 'Sobool House imd mov#a i t -

oa ottt p i i^a .«ttd tB»de a house out of i t . Wo f*3pm$a

•»#«jp .yt>*r'but <lidtt*t m i s e icuch aud for sows Uis* *

& l!**it f#_itfc^i we did ra i | « . ffe l ired on

our oltim- until 19£6 «nd fe thftn morod to Blk City and

W WowpWn, $i^$ h#r« in Ktk Olty

tgo and i i


