
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



BAKER, JAM2S INTERVIEW tBXS - .~.

INDKX CARDS

Trlbo-Chootaw
Daley
C«n«t«ry-Hobr«w Burying Ground
Sohool-3p«noor Academy



BtKBR, JMB8 INTKHvTBW 6815

B r i e f Sketch of L i f e of James Baker

of De lay , Oklahoma.

A F u l l Blood Ohootaw Indian
age 68

By Pete ?;. C o l a , F i e l d V/orkor
July ££, 1037.

I was bora near Tuskahome, Oklahoma, in 1879* I

an an Oklahoma native Choc taw and have been living on

my own allotment that was deeded to me by the Gorern-

ment near Daisy, Oklahoma.

Uy father was John Baker. He lived near weathers,

Oklahozna. and when he died he was buried at leathers. &y

mother was Kizzi© Baker. She.died near Daisy, in 1394«

Out of thie family I a t;» only surviving member*

My mother was buried at a cemetery known as Hebrew

Buying Ground, a cemetery of one acre set aside by the

&QY«rment and naaed after a Baptist Choctaw Indian Church.

This church and the cemetery were semed Hebrew

B&pUst Church and they date back as far as the Civil

War but the exact date of organisation i s not known. The

church was started by such man as BeaJaniatJohn, Logan and

Benjamin F. Baker Jr. (ton of Benjamin Baker,Senior)



BAKER, JAMBS INTERVUS» 68.3

Simon and Dickson Fraaier. I t i s known that i t was or-

ganized in 1870 end that meetings were held regularly

her* until abandoned 1A 1898; -ijftxe members a l l having

either died out or moved away. Oftly one member, Diokson

Frasler, was living when Jiissie Doctor, the minister,

was pastor, but now both of them have died and the church

i s BO more. There is nothing to show whore the old church

stood, as sprouts and bushes have grown several feet high

and the cemetery i s likewise overgrown. There i s no fence

around the cemetery and the only work that has been done

v was in 1954 by the F.S.R.I.. Belief workers under foreman,

Bob«rt Noah. ^

Whan I was small I attended school at 3peacer

Academy, an Indian Government school for the Choctans,

in 1894 to 1896* I returned home im 1896 and i t was

not long afterward that Spencer Academy burned down. It
* •

was never rebuilt,
t

Since I oame home, I have stayed practically all

of the time at home and have been attending to the farm,

raising truck garden,corn and a few cattle, hogs ar.d
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horses, but have never raised 'afty stock for market. I

have sufficients enough on hand for market or to k i l l

for meat for home consumption*

I cm living near the foot of the mountain which is

near Daisy, and there i s an old spot showing where a

house onoe stood and some family lived there* There

are two cherry trees which we us set out uniaubtedly by some

one who was the owner of the land in territorial days*

It i s at least forty five years to my knowledge since

X f irs t noticed th«se trees, which s t i l l stand* There

i s no other house near this location other than my

place on the adjointn^ land* I t i s near the foot of

the mountain. t

I was married to Frances Doctor and to this

marriage wore bora two children who are living frith ma,

though both are grown to maturity*

My f i r s t house was built out of lumber, a two

room house whloh I built myself and lat^r I r uUt a

log house near th« f i r s t one* I jmed ordinary house-

hold furmltures and cooking utensils for average home
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use* Oft tiroes our meals have been cooked over In jan

old fire place. This was when wo had no cook atove.

In ay young days, I did not participate In any games of

sport op entertainment (\B most of the young generation

did in those days and I have done l i t t l e hunting or fish-

ing. I hjave lived a quiet l ife and attended to my own

affairs on my place•

• HSBfiSW Q8US22KI
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This cemetery has been set aside by the Government <,,

Mien the Choctawa were allotted latino but since the man-

bers of the Hebrew Church have either died out or moved

away, this is an abandoned place lying out in the woods

' and there ie no road leads out to the place. I t can be

reached by those only who know the road*

There have been several burled here but there are

only three headstones marking graves. They are as follows;

WliUAM FI&ZIiiE
DISD JULY 13, 1897,

(Inscription in Chootav]
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Yohmi Sut auet 3a kenohi tok akl u t uma tok mo

yiwaafea achufa k i a Ik sa kunio hoah, Amba n i t a k out i a h t

oiyo-plkma falemlohlt ta&ichi l a tie illuppak o amaaukfila

- hoko. Chan 6-39. (NOTE) The text Chan 6-59 i s iu Ohoctaw

language. I t la found in John

JOHN BILLY

Born April 24 1875
Died March 8 , 1394

Age 19 years :'"f-••'•-.,.....
- i

KIZSIS

Wife of John H. Baker

Bom 1854
Died April 4, 1894.

These are those in the Hebrew Cemetery that have head-

atoneo over the graves*


