Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



BAKER, JAMES INTERVIEW . ' esls - 191

INDEX CARDS
Tri be~Chootaw
Daisy ‘

Cemetery-Habrew Burying Ground
School-Spencer Academy



) 195
BAKER, JAMES INTERVIER 2813

Brief Sketch of Life of James Baker -
of Daisy, Oklehoma.
A Full Blood Ghoctaw Indian
age 88 ,
By Pete 4. Cola, Field ‘iorker
July 28, 1937,
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I wes borm near Tuskahome, Oklshoma, in 1879, 1
an an Oklshone native Choetaw and have been living on
my own allounentj that was desded to me by the Govern-
ment near Daisy, ‘Oklahoma‘.. ‘

Ny father was John Beker. He lived near w;athem, \
Oklaho:cia, an‘d when he died he was buried at Jeathers. ny
mother v;e Kizzie Baker. sShe died near Daisy, in 1894;.
out of this family I am t28 only surviving mcmber.

My mother wa\s buried at a cemetery known as Hedrew
Barying GW, a coemetery of one acre set aside by the
Govermment and ngmed after a Baﬁtiet Chootaw Indian Church,

This church and the cemstery were named Hobrew
Baptist Church and they dats back as far as the Civil -
¥ar dbut the sxact date of organiszation is mot kpown. The

churéh was started by such men as Boajamimr,John, Logar and

Benjamin F. Baker Jr. (son of Benjamin Baker. Semior) &ad
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S8imon and Dickson Fresier. It is known that it was oxr-
m{.zﬂd in 1879 énd that meetings were held rogﬁlarly |
heye ‘until abandoned im 1508, 4a£:;:i;9rc all having
oither died out or moved away. Omnly one member,\Diokson
Fragier, was living when Jimmuie Ddctor, the minister,
was pastor, but now both of them heve aied and the'chnrdh
" 1a no more. There is mothing to show where the old church
stood, és sprouts and bushes have grown sevéral feet high‘
and the cemetery 1is likewise overgrown. There is no fence
around the cometery and the onlf work that has been done
was in 1934 by the F.E.R.A. Relief workers under foroman,
Robert Noah. A |

#hen I ;as snall I attended school at Spéacer
Acsdemy, an Indian Govermuent school for the Choctaws,
in 1894 to 1896, I returned home in 1896 and it was
not long afterward that Spencer Academy burmed down. It
was nsver'rebuilt. : | ‘

Since I oame home, I have stayed practically all
of the timé at home and have been attending to the farm,

raising truck garden,corn end a few oattle, hogs and
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horses, but have nover_faiaed‘any aéock for market: 1I
have aurricient;enough on hend for market or to kill
for meat for home cons&ﬁption.

I em living near the foot of the mountain which is
near Daisy, and there is an old spot showing where a
house once stood and some family lived there., There
are two charry trees which were set out umatbtedly by some
one who was the owner of the land in territorial days.
It 48 at least forty five yoara to my knowledge since
I first noticed these trees, which still stand. ZThere
is no othar house near this location othex than my
place on the adjoining land. It is mear the foot of
the mountain. R

I was marr;ed to Frances Doctor and to this
marriage were borm two children who are living with me,
though both are grown to maturity.

"My first house was dbuilt out of lumber, a two

room house which i built myself and lat~r 1 ?uﬂlt a
log house noar the firut one, I swped ordinary house-

hold faraitures and eocking utensils for average hame
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use, Oft times our meals have been cooked over in gn

old fire place. This wes when we had no cook stove,

In my young deys, I did not participate in ang\?amea of
eport or entartainment ns most of the young generation
did in those days and I have done little hunting or fishe
ings I hTsve lived a quiet life and Attended to my own
affeirs on my place.

HEBREW ORMSTERY

\
%hia cemetexy has boen set aside by the Government o,
then the Choctaws wers allotteéf}aﬁaa but since the mex-
bers of the Hebrew cpureb,héig'either died out orkmoved
away, this is an abandoned place lying out im the woods
* and there‘is no road leads out to the piace. It can be
reached by those only who kmow the road.
There have been severel buried here but there are -
only three headstones marking graves. They are as follows:
WILLIAM FRAZISR

DIED JULY 13, 1897,
(Inscription in Chogtaw)

v
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Yohmi Xut suet Sa kanchi tok eki ut uma tok mo
yuemska achufe kia ik sa kunio hosh, smba nitek ont isht
atyo-plicia felauichit tanichi la o illuppek o smanukfila
hoke. Chan 6~39. (ROTE) Thé %ext éhun 6-39 is in Choctaw

laﬁguage. It is found in John 6=59,

<

\a‘ JOHN BILEY
Born april 24 187% -
Died March '8 1894

Age 19 years = i,

4 <
T
¥

KI1ZZIE
wxrp of John M, Baker

Born 18564
Died Lpril 4, 1894. 4 ’

These are those in the Hebrew Gemetery'that have head-

stones over the graves.



