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A - | ‘
Ficld Worker's name ‘Rébert H. Boatmen )
. : ) o - 1
This roport made on (date) “pugust 11, - T 1937
1, Neme Price Loveless.
2. Post Orficc Addruss Bysrs, Oklahoma,
3.. Residence addrees (or locution) Byars
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month  Februexry Day 5 Year 1862
5, Place Of birth - Arkansas, Benton County.
— e
6. Name of Father Sem Loveless Placc of birth Xentucky
" Other information about father
7. Name of Mother Artle Frushier Place of birth Xentueky

Other information avout mother

Notes or complcte narretive by the field worker dealing with the 1ife and
story of the verson intorviewed, RofTer to Manual for surscsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach fllmly to
this forms Number of snccte attached 4 .
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Robert H. Boatman,
Mgust 11, 1937.
Interviewer.:

Interview with Price. loveless,
Byars, Oklahoma,
Born Februervy 5, 1862.
L Father-Sem¢Loveless
Mother-Artie Frashier

I was born Februsry Eth)leeglin Bentorn County, U

Arkangas.

As a boy I grew up on & farm and lived vith

my perents until at the ege of twenty-one iearsZA
I left Arkenses end ceme to what wes then the In-

diaﬂ Territory. 'L, traveled around for some time

and when I gettled down it was neer o'd Johnston-

i

ville iﬁ the Chickasaw Nstion.

L
This was October 1st 1891 and there was only

L

N )
a post‘oyfioa and one store there &t Johnstonville

then. “
|

A msil route ceme from Atoka by way of old

|

Stonewa}lﬂand old Center. The mail was carried in

'

8 hack by team anc it would teke fron two or three

days to make the trip with the meil and so we only

1
|
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got mail one to three times per week.

Then a route wes esteblished from Pauls Val]e& '
by wey °f Johnatonvi}le on north. The drivers of
the mai! hacks were permitted to carry paaeengers"
at 8 7iven rate, éenera’?y on an averesge rate of © ~
‘pér mile and this mail hack was the only conveysnce
in tho;e 6&93 nxcept.riding'on .orseback.

— ———If a'stranger ceme into the settlement it did =

’

not teke him 80, very long to learn that he had not
come rfo:,anywhere or tha@ he was not going sny
placcland if the fellow expected to stay @n this
>country that the less he knew thé better f>r.aW1
concerned.

This country wes the finest grazing land I
think 1 ever sasw anc was ful) of cattle. It seemed
esﬂthough everyone of the cow men knew their own
cettle., Their cattle'was then allowed to run eny-
where as the country wes e!' only an ope" range .
and t“zre was herdly ever sny disputes among

_ the cattlemen or to the ownership of the cattle.:

f
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Theré ;c% quite 8. few Chic -asew Indlans here.
About all the white peop e who were here then were
gsome men who hed come” to~geek their fértunes, and
most of them hqd*married some Indiean mvidiih order .
thet they might heve a cleim to aome'certéin'designat-
ed trerts of ‘Yand. |
There were no fencia to éséébWish any ines rnd |
80 Tange was range over'wﬁich the cattle just roamegd
at leisure s d were never fed a bite in winéér'as:
the gress was es tall as & cw wes high and cattle
atayed Cat en: ./ for beef 811 wiﬁkaif There was
sone ferminé/done\but it waes only on & smell scale,
If & man had & pateh of corn or cotton he &’ways
hed 1t fenced tight. In the Spring of the yesr the
cétt)eﬁﬁwnéré %ouTG get. together and round up all
the cattle and each owner of cattle would haeve &

~

brending fron and when thex got 8’1 the chttié“round-

ed into-some desisznated place esch man wqu}d put his
own brand on -what. were his own cattle and then they

were turned loose again on the range.

-
* -
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The brending was slmost slweys dore in the

mpnths of May sand June then in the Fel'-of the yéar

they would sgain round the cstt’e up for e recount,

The town of Johnstonville was then fullylestseb-

-

=

lished. There were three stores &ng some thirt or
forty homes snd then with the developrert of the
countrv,as an sgricul turel section, & cotton gin

wes established and a schoo? buiiding end ~hureh

e built anc olc Johnstonville renainec a cow
Jown knows hﬁougﬁout'the entire Chickassw Nation

a0 _when
until in {902 4

e greatest pf all controversies
known tiroughout this pert of the country arose
smong the peop'e conc;rning the site o” r new town
thet was to be buﬁlt—some two mi’es‘soutb of Johnston=~
:ﬂle. ' . . ' AN

I then Vived at Johnstonville en” it was e herd
fiéht between thé eonle khough g new town site was
leid off &s plsnned end it seered &8s ‘*hough the new
town was to be pervshent'y estab ished, 4As the_new

town begin to deve’gﬁ I moved from Johnatonville to

the new town known es Byars snd bhere I 'ave remasined,

-y



