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WOIdCS HOGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Piono-or Hi s to ry 'P ro jec t for Oklahoma""

Fie ld Worker*c mime R6%ert H. Boatman

This ropcrt mado on (date) ''August 11« ' 193?

1, Name Price LOT«1«8B»

2 . Post Office Addruss Byora, Oklahoma,

3. 1 Residence address (or loca t ion) Byara

4 . DATE OF BIRTH: Month Fabruary Day S Year 1802

5 . PlacfcTof b i r t h Arjcanaaa, Banton County.

6. Name of Father Sam ̂ cnreleaa Place of birth Kentucky

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Artlt Praahler Place of birth Kentucky

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary ^nd attach firmly to
this form. Number of shcots attached 4 .•
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Robert H. Boatman,
August "H , 1937.
Interviewer.:

Interview with Prioe. Loveless,
Byars, Oklahoma.

Born February 5, 1862.
• sr* • Father-Seim Loveless

Bother-Artie FraBhier

I was born February £th ; 386^ in Bentan County, *

Arkansas.

As a boy I grew up on o farm and lived vith

my parents until at the age of twenty-one years.

I l e f t Arkansas and came to what was then the In-

dian Terri tory. L traveled around for some time

P
and when I set t led down i t was neer old Johnston-

v i l l e \% the Chickasaw Ration.

• This was October 1 st ; 1891,and there was only
V

a post office and one store there at JohnstonviHe
then.

I

A mail route cane from Atoka by way of old

StonewoH and old Center. The mail was carried in

a hack by team and it would take fron two or three

days to make the trip with the mail and so we only
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got mail one t o th ree times per week.

Then a route was es tab l i shed from Pauls Valley '

by way if J o h n s t o n v m e on no r th . The dr ivers of

the mail hecks were permitted to carry passengers

a t 8 riven r a t e , genera1 Ty on on nveroge" r a t e of 5 Y

per mite and t h i s mail hack was the on^y conveyance

in those days except ridi:tg- on l.orseback.

settlement it dij

not take hie so. very long to learn that he had not

come fro: anywhere or that he v»as not going any

place and if the,fellow expected to stay in this

country that the less he knew the better f>r a1!

concerned.

This country was the finest grazing land I

think I ever saw nnC -was fu!3 of cattle. It seemed

as though everyone of the cow men knew their own

cattle. Their cattle was then allowed to run eny-

where as the country was el1 only an oper- range

and t'-.cre was herdTy ever any disputes among

the cattlemen or to the ownership of the cattle.'
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There we?e quite a few Chic asew Indians here*

About a">l the white peop'e who were here then were .

some men who hed come"to-seek their fortunes, and

most of theiii had married some Indian m îd in order

thet they niipht heve a claim to a owe* certain designat-

ed treats of 1and.

There were no feiiceB to e&tab^ish any Mnes end

so range was ?enge over vrhich the cattl-e just roamep .

at leisure a d were "never fed a bite in winter-ae

the grass was 83 taji as 8 e n was high and catt le

stayed fet en--. ry. for beef all winter* Therf* was

some fermin^done but i t was only on a 8»aH scale.

* If a man had a patah of corn or cotton he e'ways

' hed I t fenced tight. In the Spring of the year the

cattle -wners would get. together and round up al l

the cattle and each owner of cattle would heve a

branding iron and when they, got a^l the catt le round-

•d into some designated place each man would put his

own brand on what, vzere Ms own cattle and then they

were turned loose again on the range.
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The branding was almost a l l ey s done in the

mpnths of May end June then i n ' t h e Fe"11 of the year

they would 8gain round the c a t f e up fo r e recount .

The town of JohnBtonvi^le was then fu-llyfestsb--

l i a h c d . There were i5hree s to re s end aome t h i r t " or

fo r ty homes and then vdth the deve^opre'-.t of the

country as an agricultural section, i cotton gin

wes established and a school building end "hurch

built :anc: ol<i Johnstonvi "* 1 e remained 8 COT7

k-nom^thJoughout the entire Chi ckasav Nation
when

until in 1§02 / t E e preat^st pf all controversies

known tisroughout this pert of the country arase

among the people concerning the s i te o" r new town

that was to be built seme two mi^es south of Johnston-

v iUe . * \

I then lived at JohnstonviHe enx i t was a hard

fight between the eonle though a net? town si te was

leid off as planned end it* seeded ca '•houph the new

town was to'be perr'anenfy established , As the,new

town begin to develop. I mbyed from Johnstonvilie to

the new town known as Byers en<J here T ' ave remained.


