Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



P ———
BACON, LUCY

INLaX CARDS

ﬁood—-Choctaw
Fsrming--Choctaw Naticn
Clothes~=~Choctaw .

‘3chools-~Choctan Nation

Genes~-~Choetew

INTIRVIEW,
.
v
ra
Vv’
Mo,
-
~
\
. N
. ) P
"‘{f- HF
1
1
¥
* L

14
"‘I
{



5663

Johnson H. Hehpon,
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¢ Interview with Jrs. luocy Bacon,
: Antlers, Oklahoma e
Born 18685. Jegkfork, County,

I was born near what is Qow'rprria./déinhamn. an inland
tovﬁ. It was in Jackfork County at the E;po I was born, I |
don't knou:whet year I was born rgr there is no record but
same told me I was born .omg‘eimg in the year 1865.

My father's neme was John Wilson and my mother's name
was Lucinda Wileon. They both lived neer whet is now Farris,
end died there.

All that country was nothing but woods, it was heavy

///’;oodlanﬁ sountry, and there were very few Indians living{J ' <
thero.‘I am now. living near Antlera; Oklehoma.

Thep. tell me that my grandfather was‘a‘ihite man. 'I

§
don't know anything about him. My 5randmothor was a fulle
. ﬁlood Indien. Afte: my grandparents died, my father lived
where they lived until they both died.
% Mother used to go down on the creek and dig sone roote Y
that she called Lukchok Ihi, mud potatoes. I don't kno;
what Qou would call them in English. 8he would cook them
just like Irish Potatoes, and when théey zot done they Quro /
" were good: They wers just fine eating, but I don't know in

_what kind of a place she got them. We raised a little corn

for bread.
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We had some white corn that was called Sy the Indiana corn. It

" was a white corn and they would plant this corn some time in

Juns., It would mnko.a protty'éood yield and 1t was good to make

. eorn meal out of. Then they had another cofn:that was called

5
flint corn. It was a hard dorn, solid snd hard as a flint. I,

too, was a good msal corn. By putting the mortar and: beating, .
i$ became just like ground meal only 1t was botter then the
ground mesl that we have now. I used to help mother beat the
corn when .I got big en-ugh to work. ‘She vo;id make Tomfullar:x
andrghuck bread and several ginds,ot bread shat she made out™
of corn., Thare ue#@ qo\grigtmilla 1# the oountrﬁ 80 shat waa
the only way we got\our meal to eat.. !o had some rﬁ?ur; [

\ . . \

raised some wheat.anﬂ we used to make bread out of that. It

'f;ﬁyt 1t wes gnod. We boat the wheat just

like we did the corn,:§ut it sure was hard to beat, more so

\

than the corn. \

\ : \ ,
We had some hogs, dattle and not many chickens and we had some

ponies, We 414 not kill\our hogs except just a few, just Snough for

ouf lard, for thers were dots of wild geme ‘guch as deer,
turkeys and plenty of. fio on the oresks, so it was no use in

killtng very mnny hage ton our maat.:

R —— R —

The hogs were oold ac ording to ngo. If the hog wan ono

year old it sold for one do lar; if 1& was five years old.it
\ .
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brought five dollars; and poniescwere sold at about five
dollars each, while cattle wers sbout the same price. There

f was no market for afy stook at ﬁhaﬁ time. A good many In-
dians made rails to esll for a 1little corn, hogs and other
$hings to eat. ’ ‘ -

Xy fqthir had a farm of about 12 acres and the Indians
would come and work for him for a& hog or corn and ;ther

i‘thinga the; wahted. He would_ go %o Boggy Depot and bring 7 -,
auaml cloth, flour and sugar and eome coffes, he would
aividé with ths neighbeors, and wsould hire some work done
;%th gore of it. | _’

Boggy Depot was our trading point but when the rail-
rogd cane through and Atoka was established, then our trad-
inékpoint was Atoka, and 1t took ebout two days to make the
-y

\wu had no shoes to wear at that time. There was a man -
who &Lod to tan deer hides mnd make :o;oanins for us. We

A
had 0 pay him for it but I don't know what father paid for

\

them. ﬁnd we didN*t have many clothes to wear. e sure had

to be ggingfuiihkouz,drnasaemtor,itfyaa_harafxoﬁéat them.
} SRR
Most of us Indian women used to go barefooted in order to

¥

save our shoss if we hal any. If we want to church, we
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would put the shoes under our arms until we go in

, ‘the church when nq_wpuld«pnt them on.

After thé

sight of

ohufoh was

over, we wo&la get out away from the church and pdll“thnn

off, and put them under our arms.

When we got ho

hang them yp on the wall until we got ready to go

We raised a

our stockings out of.

few sheep and of gourse we had w

Mother would spin the wool

e, we would
ain,
1 to make

into

thresds and then she would weave them into socks ahd some

stookings and mittens.

) during the winter.

Thoy were heavy so it kept

us warm

She used to ssll the socks and the mittans

but I don?t know how much she got for them,.

. .

I don't know anything about the war for 1 don't think

< that any of my people weré in the war and ot'oonr#o we were

not bothersd with any soldiers.

W

't

I went to aohool at Ooal Springn for 8 'h11011nd then

'T was sent o Spencer, I stayed there for a while. dm 1

I oan_spe

S e
p fight

was sent to Wheelook Acndumv for four years, I

muart but I hava,tergﬁf///‘nggt 0

T

little

ah but not_muoh. MAJ ltttltmcmaMnL

a—

nemé -
- -

0old now to learn much of anything.
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is about all I can 4o now; of course 1

an %00
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I never 413 see an Indian Ball Game,l uave heard of then
but I noz;or did go see the gsme, and then I used to hear that

Ztney had a game whet they called naki hohmi, hidiug a bulles.
I don's know how fhm played but I ulg'd to hear timt Shey
Gould stay cut in the woods and play that game for two or
thres days at . tize, a4 they gambled on it oms would lose
their ponies and some hogs end tnnhing they would bet,’ they
would los'cr 'fhoy bet. also on the ball games just as they
418 on this Biding  bullet. A% that tize the Indlans d1d
not know anything sbout playing poker or any gams: that 1'a
playah now, . |

1 an an Indisn Choctaw and 1 have liv,od‘ amoné ny tribg

always, and 1 em going to live with thenm mtglllIA g_io.

It
\



