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FPield Worker's name Ethél Mae Yates,
This report made on (date) September 24, 1937, 193
1, Name , Mrs,., Sarah E, MeNeal,

2. Post 0ffice Address Elk City, Oklahoma.

-3. Residence address (cr location) South Washita .

4@ .

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Wonth July Day 23 Year 1867,

5. Place of tirth Blagkford, Indiana,

6. Name of Father _Thomas Hunt Place of birth _ohia,
Other information about father 5

7. Name of Mother Susan Hunt. Place of birth JIndiena.
Other information about motlsr o . __

Notes or complete narcet .o Y7 *la Jier we ke deantro with the life

and story of the person :iev- -7,
subjeets and questions. ontinuz ¢ ti-onn wnect: If poonscary and
‘attach firmly to this form. DNuuver -7 shegts avtached 4 .
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Rthel Mae Yates,
Interviewer.
Sept. 84, 1937,
An Interview With Sarah E, MclNeal,
South Washita Elk City, Oklehoma.

T eme from Miseouri to the Indien Territery in
the year of 1885, We oame'an the train, and brought
gur oo';, horses, and housshold goods with us,

Ve came %o 6klahoma County, eleven miles west of
Oklshoma '0ity, The City was mostly tents, We rented
8 farm with a one roam house that had a shed room for
a kitehen with a fireplanss in it. The plage was alreedy
improved, Ve raised good arops and thera was & good
orchard on the place, ¥e had lots of fruifef all kinde,
There was no chursh nor school for the first three years,
But we had good cﬁurches and schools after that,

We lived there five years, then came to Roger Mills,
County, and filed on a oclaim. ¥e came {in covered wagons
and drove our eattle through, Ve forded the South éanadien
River, Ve brought twelve hens and a roocster with us,

We were throe days making the {rip. Ve came thirteen

miles northeast of Blk City, and eleven miles southeast of

Hamnon, Buma*a two miles north of where it now is,
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Our post off;oe was Qarpenter. There was post-
office and a swit?h Qpard run by a man by the name of
Jo' Ao Hert., This was where our claim was located.

fe dug a dugouﬁ‘éighteen by twenty feet, walled
it up with rock andqgovered {t with sod, I% was almost
level with the ground, For sheiter for our ocattle and
ohickens we dug back in & bank and covered over head
with grass, Ve lived on-é greek bank and used wster
from a spring,

The first year we pu$ in a s0d ovop, planting
Kaffir and corn. Ve had %o way of planting except by
hand, The weather was dry‘and/gghe scargely anything.

There was an Indian schobl over near Hamman and my
husband got a job building Indian eabins Aronné the
scheol dbuilding for the Indians to live.in. One day
while he was puttigg a roof on one of‘thé huts, the
Indi ens bsgan to gather around and were talking in their
own languege. They built a phit out of rook about four
feet high, then put logs on it and set them afire. My
husband was watebing them, He was seared until the

00ld chills were running down his dask, wondering what
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they were up to. When the logs had burned into coals
and the raek wes hot, they stretched & cloth around

1t snd4 then brought an Indian out that didn't have any
clothes onm, just a cloth, about his loins, They took
him there and kept him {n there until he was almost
‘roaated. Ay husibeqd asked them what they did him that
way for and they said thay wece glviug him a2 swea. Dath
for puni{shment,

The Indians had lots of dog3 amd he fed: his table
seraps t0 thems One of the dogs gout sick and cue morning
when he got up the dog was .}ying hy his shack dead. The
Indians ageused him of poisoning {t, They wruld gather
around and tulk in their own lspruage and of course ﬁo
oould net understznd what “hrv were upto, 'He finally mads
them understané tnat he didn't poison the dog,

Ouy children went to aohc;i &t tae Cranlay school
house. We also had sunday School there. A preacher would
cone along onoo ev ry month or two and preach for us.

We got together and bought an organ,

We drove around the InGian school one time jnst as

the Indian children were marching out. The zirls wore
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blue dresseé with white col.ars, cuffs and belis. Thf
boys wore blue and white stiriped overzlls. They looked
80 pretty, but just as soon as they got out of school
they went baolk to their blenkets,

Thére was some game and lots of fish, The children
would g0 up on the Washita River and gather wild plums.

Paoﬁle have gone through scme hard trials trying to
* hold their little homes and settle the oguntry.
| We came %o Roger Mills an 1900 and have been in the
west ever sinege.

My husband died six years ago {n June and is buried
in the Fair Town Cemetery here in Elk Ofty. Mother came
to the Territory ahd made her home with us, \hen she died

we took her back to Missouri and buried her by father,
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