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1. Name Mrs. Sarah E. MoNeal.

2. Post Office Address Elk City, Oklahoma.

3. Residence addrsss (cr location) South Washita .

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Konth July Day 23 Year 1867f

5. Place of birth Blackford. Indiana.

6; Name of Father Thomas Hunt

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Susan Hunt.

Other information -about mother

Place of birth Ohio.

Place of birth Indiena.

Notes or complete nar^Pt . :*> v"" ̂ \ i ̂ i^;^ K ^ kd ' df-al"^ ̂- r^ u.r ̂ he life
and story of the person ryZL"' .--ir'. ;.3."e.r to "* LUP:.. ' ,r ,-UP,7 sted
subjects and questions* "1oniinu3 C' M'ink ^nec^; if n'.ois,;iry and
"attach firmly to this forn. KuLioer of sheots 'r«tached^ £ .
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Kthel Mae Yates ,
Interviewer.
Stpt . 84, 1937.

An Interview flith Sarah B* MoNeal,
South Waahitaj We Ci ty , Oklahoma.

I oane from Missouri to the Indian Territory i n

the year of 1895. We came on the t r a i n , and brought

our oows, horses , and household goods with us*

We dame to Oklahoma County, e leven milea ve s t of

Oklahoma'City* The City .was mostly tents* We rented

a farm with a one room house that had a shed room for

a kitchen tilth a f i rep lace In i t * The place was already

improved* He raised good crops and there was a good

orchard on the plaoe* We had lots" of fruiyof a l l kinds*

There was no church nor school for the f i r s t three years*

But we had good churches and schools a f t er that*

W» 11Ted there f i r * years , then came to Roger M i l l s ,

County, and f i l e d on a olaim* We oarne In covered wagons

and drove our c a t t l e through* We forded the South Canadian

River* W# brought twelve hens and a rooster with us*

We were three days making the tr ip* We came th ir teen

a l l e s northeast of Slk City , and eleven miles southeast of

Bammoiu BtwmaWs two miles north of where i t now i s *
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Ooy post offloe wae Carpenter* There waa post-

off lee and a switch fyoard run by a man by the name of

•V A# Bart* This .was where our claim was located*

We dug a dugou\®ighteen by twenty feet, walled

It up with rock aad Covered it with sod. It was almost

lerel with the ground, Eor shelter for our cattle aad

chickens we dug back! In a bank and oorered over head

with grass* ffe lived on a creek bank and used water

from a spring*

The first year we put in a sod e*op, planting

Kaffir and com* We had ko, way of planting except by

hand* The weather was dry and/made scarcely anything*

There was an Indian school over near, Hammon and my

husband got a job building Indian cabins around the

school building for the Indians to lira in* One day

while he was putting a roof on one of the huts, the

Indians began to gather around and were talking in their

own language. They built a pit out of rock about four

feet high, then put logs on it and set them afire* My

husband was wat«htng then* lie was seared until the

cold ahllls vert running down his beck, wondering what
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they were up to* When the logo had burned Into c o a l s

and the rack wee h o t , they s t r e t c h e d a c l o t h around

I t and then brought an Indian out that d idn*t hare any

Clothes on, j u s t a c l o t h , about h i e l o i n a . They took

him there and kept him In there u n t i l he was almost

roas ted* Ky hvabaid asked thea what they did Mm t h a t

way for and they oaid they W6fe tflvitifc him a stwa*. bath

for punishment.

The Indians had l o t s of dog? and he f e d : h i s t a b l e

scraps to them* One of the dogs got s i c k and one morning

when he got up the dog was . l y i n g by h i s shack dead. The

Indians accused him of po i son ing i t * They would gather

around and t a l k i n t h e i r own language and of course ht

oould not understand what *.hfy were u p t o . 'He f i n a l l y made

them understand t a a t he didn*t poison the dog*

Our c h i l d r e n went to aohcol a t the Orenley schoo l

house* 3e a l s o had Sunday School t h e r e . A preacher would

cone a long once ev ry aon*h or two and preach f o r u s ,

Wt got t o g e t h e r and bought an organ.

W« drore around the Indian schoo l one time j<?st ad

the Indian ch i ldren were marching out* The g i r l s wore
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blae dreasefi with white collars, cuffs and belts. The

boys wore blue and white striped orerslls. They looked

so pretty, but just as soon as they got out of school

they went bach to their blankets*

There was some game and lots of fish* The children

would go up on the tt&eh.lta River and gather wild plums*

People hare gone through some hard trials trying to

hold their little homes and settle the country*

We came to Roger Mills in 1900 and have been In the
a

west erer since,

My husband died six years ago In June and Is burled

In the Fair Town Cemetery here In Elk Oity. Mother came

to the Territory and made her home with us* Vfhen she died

we took her back to Missouri and burled her by father*


