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Tis rpert made on (date) Merch 2, 193 3
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1. Yame Simon 4tohka

9, Prost Orfice Address ‘LeFlore, Cklehoma

3. Residence address (or locution) One &nd one-helfl miles west

4. DAPZ OF BIRTH: Month Merch = Day 7  Yeer 1873
5. Place of birth wade County, Choctew Nation .
| .
6, Iame of Fathcr Simon Atohka ' Place of birth -ede Connty
Gthcr inrormetion sbout father &~ ~ied in 1%94
7, Neme of Mother Sophie .stohka \ Place of biréhnade County

Otler inrormation sbout mother hKeared in seme: vicinity

Notes or cumplete .narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the 1ifz and
story of the .erson interviewed, R.T:r to-Manual for swzzested subjects
and jucetionse Continuc on blank-sheets if negessury and attach firmly to

tris Torrm. | Numbor of shocte attached .
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Q
JField Worker, Gomer Gower,
- March- 2, 1938.

Interview with CSimon Atohka,
LeFlore, Oklahoma

N

“Simon htohka, the subject of this sketch, was
born on Mgrch 7, 1373, ﬁear the Thessslonia Baptist
Chureh which is located at a point about four miles west
of the ville ge of LeFlore.

Eis perents were Simon end Sophia Atohka, -full blood
Croctew Indians, who, likewise, were bhorn near the birth-
place of their son, neer tre Thesselonia Raptist Church.
The fether, Simon, died in 1394, and the mother, Sonhie,
iied in 1385. Both ere buried at the old Choctaw Baptist
cemetery neer the old church ahove mentioned.

Simon Atohke.Junior, ettended the communi ty school
#hen & boy, thet being the extent of his educetional ai&anteges.
‘However, being of an observent surn of miﬁd, he atteined a
rrecticel, working educetion, which he has put to good use.’

«hen but twelve years of ege, his mother died and he weg
taken in charge by Mery LeFlore, a meiden Choctéw lady, who

2evoted her 1ife to the cruse of aid-ing orphen'children.

e
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He continued to reside. as & servant, et.the home of

' Miss LeFlore until her death which qcmreé in 1611. 1In
this menner he pertielly repaid her for the «ere which’she
had lavished uponlhim at the timé he needed it mos t.

'He relates of Miss LeFlgré, thrt she wes the daughter
of a white fetner and & Choctaw mother, Qho had acouired
considereble riches in cattle, horses and hozs efter tﬂeir
arrival from Mississippiiin the new Indien Territory, and
tha* at'%heiy desth the property reverted to the two
surviving children, Mary leFlore end & brother, Mack.

The driginal‘LeFlore\home was near the center of what
is now the village of PeFlore. It was destroyed by fire
shortly before the dee th of Miss LeFlare.

The vest numbers of -cattle, horses en< hogs which the
family owned neceséaril& required the raising of feed with

which to cerry the weeker animels through the sometimes

frigid winter months. For thet purpose, some two hundred '

acres of fertile land locsted nesrby on Long Creek end
extending to the conflyence of thet creek with the Fourche

saline Rivey, were cultivated.

26}
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5t the time of the ellotment of the land, the brother
and‘sister ianore filed on the o0ld home site, thus
perpetuating the femily ownership of the property, a stetus
of.OWnership which has continued to this tiﬁe; it being
vested in Mack LeFlore, Jr., who inherited‘the part
belonging to hisg fatﬁer, Méck LeF¥ore and. to his‘aunf;

Mary LeFlore.

In 1386, the-Frisco Railroad was cohstructed, its
locetion at this point being directiy through the langd
occupied by the LeFlare femily. Mies Mery, armong other
veculierities, had the notion that peper<undi silver
currencv ves not as veluable ;s gold coin and ;ou}d
receive no other but gold coin in settlement of any
trensection in which she was intcrested. It is seid of
her that upon the approech o~ the verty of surveyors
“hich wes engaged in surveying the right-of-way fo£ the
new railroad, she met the perty et the boundery of her
Jomein apd defied the .aen to proceed through it until ’,
cettlement in cesh was made for the privilege.

after considereble perleying, the party asgreed to

the demends made by Miss LeTFlore and exoleined to her
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that they would drive to Fort Smith, & distance of seventy
- -
miles, to procure the money with which to me et her demends.

L4

< However, the psrty hed not et that tinie been made ewere ,

thatfﬁiss #ary would eccept nothing but gold ;oin 80 f
unfoitunately for them, ‘they returned from Fort.Smith wit'

the required smount in paper currgncy aﬁd teﬁdereé it to /

her. She then explained to them thst nothing but 214

coin would be aécepted by her. Imagine the chegrin of the
vexed sQ%veying perty when it weé reVeeled‘that their long, S

yZ

tiresane trip of some one hundred anf forty miles, made -
7

4ith ¢ team and buckboerd, would have to be repeatgd/for
) ~ (//

the purpose of exchanging the paper currency for its
- Va ,

equivalent in gold, before the deterriined Kiss lory would

grént them the privilege of proceeding across her lend
i P .

holdings wfth the survey. -

2t the ﬂge of twenty-one, Mr. Atohks united with the
Thessslonia Baptist Church, but leter transferred his
uembership to the Salem Msthodist Church on Long Creek.
ile relztes thset this church was esteblished by the Choctew,
t‘ethodist minister end missionery, #illis Folsom, soon

efter the errival of the Choc¢tews in the Indian Territory.
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This chgrch still occupiesjthe same site‘fs %hat upon ;hich
1t was first-leccated. At first, the old church building
consisted of.one lerge room. Upon the passing of time and
beceuse of the henlthy growth of membership. it became
necessary to enlerge it from time to time. .

Then, too, when camp meetings came to be held, more

B4

rooms were added to provide accommodetion forlthose who

lived at distent poiqts. Comnuneal bgdrooms end kitchens were
constructed. Corrals were p}ovided for the poules and’milk
cows. In short, emg;e eccommodatiqn wes provided the ébﬁﬁuni-
cants for stalys of indefinite leﬂgth. These mid-sumer cemp-
meetings provided & fespite from.the otherwisse loﬁely and
isolateé iives led by the widely scattered Indiens &nd were,
therefore. well ettended.

-

\ very interesting feeture of these camp meetings for

266

the yoqng'bcye was thet of being vested with the responsibility

Qf berding the many ponies which had served as the mounts of
the various femilies attending these meetings. Each femily
zttending the meeting would bring from three to six .poynies,
eccord:ng to the size of . the family.‘ Upon arrivel at the

camp ground the ponies were placed in charge of the younger

\
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boss end turned loose to grazé with the other ponies. It
was the duty of/jhé goys to permit none of the ponies to de-
part from ty//ﬁérd and fn true Indian pony fashlon make

its wev//ack to its own range. The Indisr boys, like their
whiﬁp/ﬁqusina, exulted in this svlendid opportunity to
,d{splay their accomplishments in the gresence of their
companions and, consequ?ntly, heiled with the keenest
delight the approach of cemp meeting time.

No less delighted were the oler young men and Indiaﬁ
maids who were provided with this opportuanity to eﬁgle foq
a life-mate where comperisoné'could be eesily made to
cetermine which ones of the opposite sex had the power to
«ipe out all imperfections in the sight o" the lovelorn
voungsters. Many a coy smile and heguiliqg look was cast
from the side of the aisle occupied by the meids in the
*irection of the onnosite side which wasibccupied hy thé
y;ung breres, smiles and looks ."ich were rrticviste bevond
the nover ofsthe spoken sord. Cnly th-ie who were reared-
in the aide épen speces ~nd in th.t early period cen
+0s5sibly anpreciate the gxfréme joy which these camp meetings

2211 annuelly end sometimes oftener efforded the younger
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element, of both’ sexes. /At these getnerings the much hsted

/

- chaperon was conspicuous only by her ebsence., It was more

. difficult to approach an unchaperoned young ledy, on most,

other occasions, then to approach, efoot a wild bronco,
catch, saddle and ride him, uneided. Then why would not
tnis periodicei freedom from the watchful and cruel eye

of the chaperon be haiied with the greatest delipght by

the youngstkrs.
5 ‘ e
The old church ncy has for its pastor the Reverend
! /‘/"'—-—SE_‘“’

Milton Mongoé, e full blood Chog;;;T\EHb\also serves the

—

~N

. Yollow Spring methodist Chmrich, some fifteen\miles to the Fast,

£5 pastor.
Mr. Atohka has served his church as e deéscon for severel

yeers end is active in ell its undertouiugs. ’
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