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AUSTIN, MARY Re - INFRRVIEW, 10496,
Field Worker's name ) Zaides Be Bland. <.
fﬁis report made on (date) ' ‘épzil vldlﬂﬁﬂo 193
. . . | %‘ B - ' ‘ . ) {
1, Neme ___Mayy Re Austine - ’
2.' Post Oftice Address Altus, Oklahomae ’
3. Residence address (or ocation) 880 East Broadway, |
4; DATE OF BIRTH: Month February Day __ & yoar 1868
5. Place of birth North Carolinge
6. Nemo of Father __ Mac De mﬂ' Place of birth North Cerclim.
Other informat ion about fabher- e j
7. Name of Mother  Mipa A, Bymd. i Place of birth Nerth

_ Caroltmas—

Other information about mother

v

Notes or complete narratlve by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson intervieweds Rcfer to Menual for suf*gest;ed subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if nocessary and atuaf'h firmly to
this form, Number of shecets attached .

1#5. Austin's husbend, Dave S., was born in Arkenses !} :oveiber 5, 1862. He
wes the .son of Twillie:, Xing Austin, born in QOklshome, and £lizébeth

lLc¥inney born in Arkensas.
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Journalist,
Aprs). 80, 1988,

Interview With Mary R, Austin,
820 East RErosdway,
Altus, Oklahoma . ‘

i
.

Thexre was ax*mrmigmnt train formed in Wise County,
Texas, to oome to Oklahome to file on land just after the
deoision giving Greer County to Oklahoms. There were

thirteen wagons and a hack in the trein, We intended to

take our time and enjoy our trip through for n undexr-
atood that thore wag no hurry as thers was plenty of land
for all but it was late in the year and we began to en-

counter bed weather from the stars.

Ny msband's father and my own father with geveral
of my brothers and their families were in this train. We
all had tents anﬂwot:ld‘oamp and pick up pecans or the -
;nsn would go_hunting and uaﬂ really intended to have Va good
time, We came into the Territory by way of a c¢able flat-

boat across the Red River. I 4o not kuow where it was

located but do know it was ‘any east of Duncen., 41l other

streens bad to be forded, We did not ajweys cemp together
— ’

/
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but tried to not be too far apart. I had two smll

children at :ehé time snd one night we were camping alone,
We bult the fire in front of the tent so that the temt

would be slightly warmed; the tent was elways stretched

by the side of the ‘fégon. I was n;u'aing ons of the
babies while the other little fellow was standing by my
side and Mr, Austin wes cwrrying one of the horses.. Ve
l;nd a little dog with us that gavo the first warning
that wild enimsl was epprosching. It was éama kind of
a large ocat, perheps a na/tamont o panther. When the

dog barked the horses goented the animal end reared and

broke away funninge I grabbed the little tot stemding by
me and got into the wegon, I never knew how, while the run-

" away horaes eomplotely bowled Mr, Auatin orers By the
,timohoeoum pdc&‘himnolrupandgotmagunthoan:ml

* had dilappoa‘rod into the thick dbrushe There was no ml

damage done for m-.' :Annti'.n had no trouble in catching his
poma asa:o,n.imt‘ 1t wes a lot of excitement and scare.
One day-we traveled and traveled but could not find
water end the night grew so tvary dark we doc;de:\l ‘o0 camp
vithout water. We hated to do thia‘*‘tor v knew the
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horl'n were very thirsty but there sesmed nothing else
%0 4o 30 we pulled out of the Toad in wha't\ seemed to be-
a.little clearing. When the dayﬁ‘fgﬁt cma we saw we
were compod in'an Indian graveysrd and our wagon was
r:lsbt over a grave, vhnv only about a quartor of a mile.
farther was a nice little running creek where there was
‘plonty «sr utm A

At Dnnun, we were delayed fo'ur 'dayl on acgount of
the snow -nd two of our chiildren took the lagrippe and
came near dying. | |

¥We had ‘to stay here so long that we got out of com,
80 Horace Jefferson, his wife and two children and Mr,
Anstin, our children and I decided to drive out into an
Indian aottlmnf and try to)buy some oorn. We found ~
a niéo piaoe near an Indian villege to camp and the men
folks went in %o ses if they conld bargain tor oorn. Ve
4id not oxpoot then to be gone very long but tmo kept .
passing; it was gotung late in the arternoox_l and we be-

. came very muchk frightened for ferr the Indians had killed

our husbands.
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igs. Jeffarson seid to me, "Maxy you stsy here with
the babies, I em eing t& gee what 8 wrong with our man",
I said, "No you" aro not; if anything hae happened to our
men you are going 4o drive your teem out of hare and I
am going to dr;ve mine and we will at lqast gave the lives
of our ckildren", DBut $he men folks came in about axrzotho;- '
houre The Indian had been on a deer hunt and brought in

.mral daer. and our men were waiting tor than to skin -
‘the deer 80 we might have a  nind quarter. That was the

vary best meat I ever tasted in my lifes We had fried
venison ateak ror ‘Supper and stayed right there all ni@xt.
They bad baraained for the corn, algo, 80 WO were - very
happye |
Aftor we got our dugout fixed end 'a well dug my
husbsnd vont over to Hangum to fue legallys It mowed
and Wlew so I thought,of course, that he had stayed in -\
Mangum but he wes anxious about us* and !nd triad to get -
home, He got hopelessly lost in the storm and got rright-
ened 50 ltoppod and oamped for the night and he mede oamp
in less th!m a half mile of our Qugout, "
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Onee when my husband was over ﬁ-thb nation getting
lood and I was alone with the ohudm at night the
wolm howled anﬂ barked so I became so frightensd that

I put the children's bed on the ﬂ.oor end nailed the slets

ﬁ'om $he bed a¢ross the dugout door to keep the wolvoa

P

ont._ In raality I don's mpppse you havse’ gottcn

ons of those wolves to have cons dovm the dngout stops

tor enything, although they were free to run over ths vop

>
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SNAKES. .. _
. . . .
*

Smm were eﬁmhen. 1 m’és godng to thu‘garden

' one day and heard a rattle, One of tho nt’ble boys was-

with ms, so I put him behira e for sarety until I could
looato the anake. Then I | "éo“t a bnﬁ’alo horp dnd
Killed 1t and $ook the mtﬂara to the house to’ px'::w ‘
what I hed done. e km»a mcnt«nf ratﬂunakea in .
and u'onnd our dugout the ﬁrat ym- oot N
o mm . .
llymthlruntm 20¢ i:nalattu' hﬁ’h:slv stnmplto

write to her. We did nct lin mru- honty-flvc o@ thirty
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miles apart ut Iid not get to see each other very often.

b¢ took that%and bought calico and made & pi'otty’ san- - |
bonnet which I sold o s neighbor for 40¢. . I got pretiy
speckelsd calico ‘and kept making bonnets and 8elling them -
until I hnd eﬁ;:ugh monay to get one dozen h‘énsa' 1 patd
twalve axﬂ omp- half. cenbs apiece for the hens and the

\ woman I bonght them threw in the rooster.

I had lived 1n this dugout and mdo down beda rm: o
Manﬁ began to wish for.a house on the tOp ::r -
the grounde 1 now had pleaty ‘of chickona 80 I sold some |
and bought furkey eggss I raised sqvont.y—five turkeys
end sold them for $1.00 apieds netting me $75,00.° iy
husband Imt to Quanah and bought Jumber to build two
rboxna about the ground mch he built Just in rront of the
dugout and I took my $75.00 and got me some mrnituru
- DA I feel prov:d'i, You see the nj;cg brick foms Ivlkive fa -
’ . now and how I have it m‘:-@@ tut ‘this never gave me’
the thrill that two Touss above the ground'sid’ that nice
| furniture gave me than. o ‘ o

Tt
&
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CHURCH AND scagdh.

Wo had neither church nor school very near us so the

neighbors all got together and made up money for the lum-.

“ bex for a échool‘ ho}ug’é that could be used for a church

also. Pappy Aaron éave us two aores :ot ’land\ to bu}ld

the school house on-&nd to use for a o'eme'tery. The house :
t;low amay a 1ong time ago and was ngver built back but
they st1ll bury in the cemetery. The first body laid to "
rest li:'or; {n the Vtotory Gravgyaril was & young men about
nineteen years old’./ He wes sick '.whon he came into the
oo@try and I 4o not think that anyone really knew what
was the matter with him. 'T;xe one lone grave was there
&long, Jlong tine. _ ] .~

' Real near us was & baohelor named John White who had

filed on J.and. He was a mnalliah like man, very gquiet but
tzthndly. I do not know Just how it happened but I got:
to doing his leundry when I 4id mine, for you know men
folks don't properly know how to kesp their clothes. By
and by & man .named Ro& Newman a‘n,dlhu wife ‘came aldng aﬁd

~ f11sd on an adjoining Oiwo John Wnite and Mite end

¢
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" Newmsn worked together quite e bit. They went off down s
in Tezns, as the story went, to see about l;uying some |
stock end White did not come backs Newman cleimed that
White had %old to Mm all kil improvements, including
'toam, etce The country was pretty well sejtled up by
now; we could stand on the top of our dugout and -count
tl'xe tops of ‘nine other dugoutss The neighbors never !
thought much about White's ',diaappearance and\ time went
one I had somp of White's clothes that I hed to lownder = - ¢
when ho'va shed and }drs'.' Newman came over to rmy house: :
one day and offared to trade me some quilt blocks for
these c;lot 8, ;aying she knew Whit@'gaa never ooming

backe This Struckme-as funny,end I eaid, "How do you /

h;o: White will never coina baek?r Ilthuugﬂt she aoﬁ ‘
confused, 20 when my man came in that night I told him’

~ ebout 1t put him up to get another man and go over to
——the Newmen's and ask for Mr. White which they did. As
I have sajd, Vhite was a 8msll man while Newmen was a
t2l) mans When. Newman came out to see what Mr, Austin

| warted he was wearing a pair of Fhite's trousers for he
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eonld not mako the-tops of the pants even. go into the
tops of his boots properly. WVell, My, Auatln did pot
think he acted vary natural when aaked about White] so

thcy decided ¥o look around a little. The first }nhing
they noticed was a lot of wagon tracks 1eading ﬁ'o%n ‘
White's woll back out on the prairie so Mra Austin

eaked Mr, Newman about them. Newman f£irst said ye ple {
had been hauling water, but when the men looked into the
well they saw it had been ﬁlled ‘up with rocks so hey
%urned on Neman and ‘he aaid "Yes 1 have just ﬁlled 11;
up; I got tired of people eomlng in here for water" ‘
Wen woe thought that sus;oicious , 80 the next morning
naveral of the neighbora decided they would dig out tha;t

well and sead just what was 1n ite When morning came

rwmm_mmﬂmmmmﬂw

gons to Vernone. Before they got all the rocks out they
. _began to pull out bloody bed clothing, and of 9ourée, they

found White's body. When they got the body out some one

had to s ‘ao Mangum to get the officers 4:0 coms for an

inqueste It was in plain-sight of ny home end - I could — —
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not bear %o atay theyre alone for all the msn in the
whole oommunity wexe there so I took ny five small chile
draq and went over to Mrs. Brisban's and we all atayed
in her dugout, mk;.ng beds down on the floor for the
childyen, Mrs, Briasban sald she was glad I came rof
she 414 not want to stay aloms, either, ard didn't blame
me a bit for feeling )so badly for Mre. White soemed almogt

dike our own kin,

366

Baylock, our sheriff, sterted immediately for Vernon

after Newmane I do not rﬁmber where he found him but
not at Vernon but he brought him back here for identifice-
tion and Mr. White's became the sc;:oni body laid to rest
in our omm.

. When the Welling branch of the railroad wes built

‘ made their headquayters at our house, I kept and
red tlose men for eight months or more. My baby daughter
who was four years old carried the stakes just to ssy she
- had helped build that roade I do not own the original
-hométead quarter now but do own several other quarter
ssotions of land in Jackson Countye 1 gueas w8 had some
hardships tut my 1ife hes been full amd happy end we have

pld;nty .



