MoKINLEY, WILLIab HARRISON

INTERVIR.

-_——

#8368

12



ield Worier's neme _ RLIZABRTH L. DIMCAM ..

MoXINLRY, WILLIAM HARRIGON , INTERVIRW. 238 . 13
Form1 A-{(S=149)

L100HALTY FO
MOUEG P oCE8s s LI ISTIATION
Indian-Pioncer iistory Project for Oxlahoma

Thic report made on (date) Anguat §, 193 o

Nere William Harrison McKinley

Post Office Address _ pomd Creek, Oklahoms

Residence address (or location) £ 4 Rast 1South  pock Island wesoi
DATE OF BIRTH: Month Juns Day @& Year 1858

Place of birth __ _ Junetiom City "Geary Co." Kansas

— —— —

Nome of Father_ willism Harrisom Place of birth Clerement Jounty,ohio
MoXinley pora Jan.l18,182%., Union Army.
Other information ahou® f:ther Fesner—"alse Civii-Nar-Vod

Name of Mother Sarah Ann Elred. Flace of birth Claremont County Qbio
Bora July 28,1828,
Other information avout mother House wife -Doctoy

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with *he life and story
f the person intervieweds Rerer to Manual far suggcsted subjects and questions,
ontinue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of
heets attachefl' e




14
MOKINLEY, WILLIAM HARRISON . INTERVIRN, 7668

YIELD WORKER XELIZABRTH L. DUNCAN
Indian-Pioneer History S-149

August 9, 1937,

IRTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM BARRISON McKINLEY
Pond Creek, Oklahoma,

Mr. MoKinley's father moved from Qlaremont,Chio,
to Canton, Tulton County, Illinois. He bought a farm
and this fark had a coal mine on it, However Mr. Mo-
Kinley d4id4 not know the coal mine was there when he
bought the farm. - Gne day, adbout two years after he
had bdought the farm, he was out digging wells all
over the place, trying to locate good water. The
last well he dug, he struck a black substance which
was in layers. }r. McKinley asked some of his neigh-
bors to come over to see what this bdlack substance was,
They t0ld4 him that it was coal and that they wm‘xld help
him 41g £t out if he would give them some. He .agroed
$0 {t. Mr. MoKinley also s0ld coal. \

In 1858 he seld out and bought a farm at Junction
City, kansas. In 18859, mr. MoKiniey's son, William, was
born. As he grew older, William {r. would make trips
down into the Cherokee Htrip with his father to haul

beffalo meat dack up into XKansas. During 1875 he came
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dowa into the Cherokee S¥rip after the 2errible bliz~
zard had passed. Mr. McXinley said he saw frozen
ocattls for miles. The ranchers would go out and cus
the hide loose around the necks and skin the cattle
by hitching a team of mmles onto the hides. They
would spread the hides ocut on the ground and stack
them as high as possible. Then the freighters would
stack s¥agk these hides on their 'aéona as high as
they could and rope them on. the freighters would
also get permiseion from the ranschers to take the
carcasses of the cattle and cut them up in quarters
and dring the meat back up into Kansas and distribute
it among the farmers, as the meat was good, ‘That was
the MoeKinleys' last trip domn into the Cherokee Strip.
During the year of 1893, william ucxinlmy).;r.,
learned that the Cherokee strip was to be opened for
homesteads. 50 on Heptembaw 124k 1803, williasm Mc~
Kinley and his drother, Thomas McKinley, Mr; Crisvy,

and Nr, Duffey, came %0 Caldwell in a covered wagon,
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bringing food supplies and water., Air. McKinley also
brought a riding horse. After Mr.McKinley saw all the
people who were already there he told his companions
that there was.no use in trying to get a homestead, dut
his companions talked him into the notion of stayings,
The boys all lined up to register, but the crowd that
they »eré in formmd companies of a hundred and they
appointed a captain to let them know when their company,_
wvas t0 fall in line to register.

Mr. MeKinley figured out that his horse was not
az fast as the other horses he had seen, so he so0ld 1it.

on Septeamber 16th, 1893,at 12:00 o'clock noon,
the guns wvere fired. Mr. McKinley and his companions
got on the train. They were in car Kumber 49. The
train was not allowed to g0 over thirty miles an hour,
eand so the horses oulran the train quite a distance.
the men would erawl over the sides of the coal cars and
drop off while the train was moving. Mr. McKXinley and
Mr. Crist got off right in the center of Pond Creek.

Mr. MoKinley staked his two lots three blocks ¢ast and

o B
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ons blogk south of My, Orist's olaim. Also Mr. Crist,
staked two lots and they combined their claims. After
they had staked their elaims, wr. n611nloy went back
up toward Caldwell to see if he gould locats the sover-
od wagon, The covered wagon had the store goods in it
also their tant and othar belongings. He located it
quite a way off the Chisholm 1rail going in a south-
westerly direotion. Mr. McKinley helped the men who
was driving the covered wagon get straightened out
on his directions and then hs went on ahead to let
‘ the men know that he had located the wagon. About
8ix o'clock that evening the wagon with the supplies
pulled into Pond Creek. As soon as the wagon arrived
Mr. McKinley ani xr, Crist put up the tent and the
rudely oconstructed shelves to put tho’cannod goods
on 80 they could be able to sell their merchandise.

The following day,which was Sunday,was a very
busy day for Mr. MeKinley and Mr. Crist as there were
lots of people who had not dbrought any supplies down

with them., The people would come to the store before
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Mr. Me Kinleyand Mr. Crist were up and dressed. They
aomﬁ she people as faithfully as they possibly could )
while in the little tent store.

The following monih they laid a floor in tlie tent
and built up the sides so as to keep the cold out. Then
in the month of November, they finished up the one room
where the tant stood and by the monih of December, they
had tuilt a tvo‘roon store, dut in the meantime, while
they were building they began to have troubdble with the
railroad.

The railroad compary wanted the gounty seat at
Jefferson,as they had given the Indiens allotments so
as % hold the ocunty seat thers. Then Hoke Smith,
Secretary of the Interior,tock. the matters into his
own hands and moved $he county seat to Pond Oreek, and
vhen this was done the railroad said,"we will not stop
at Poad Creek? and disregarded the peoplés plea. It
vas '1” netessary that the railroad -should stop at
Pond Crsek, as there were lots of $hings being sent

down in here from Kansas 0 the Aifferent families



- 19
MOKNLEY, WXLLIAMS HARRISON.  INTRRVIEW . 8468

)
who had homesteaded here.

The dattle between the Chicago ,Rook Island and
Pacifie railroad and the people of Pond Creek start-
od then. The people gathered tcgether in bands and
started out trying to flag the trains down, but their
.a_ttonpta were met by volleys of shots fired from the
passing trains, -However, the shots from the trains
were firved high enough to miss the bdaud of people.
The peocple begean to get desperate, 80 they informed the
railrosd compary that if the trains would not stop,
$he. railroad company would have to suffer as the
people were suffering. The people began to catch
freight trains going through Pond Creek with food
stuff; they would dreak the seals on cars and dump
off barrels of flour and all kinds of canned goods;
the nilrﬂd'my begaa %0 report these thafss to
the United Btates Govermment and Goverument men vere
sent -into Pond Creek %0 ehesk up on the repcrt. The

pedple t0ld thess Govermment men the reason for their = -
3
f ]
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behavior. The Govermment men turned around and went
back; the people becames & little holder all the time.
They began to tear up the tracks and take the ties and
cut them up for fire wod. But this did not seem to
make the trains stop at Pond Creek. The railroad company
began tc put ocut men to guard the tracks, 7The people
would keep the guards in a stew all the time. ‘They would
€0 awzay up the track and tear it up, Then by the time
the guards would get down t0 the place where the track
was being torn up, the band of people up ‘abova the guards
would start in tearing the trask, up there.

When the spikes were pulled the track would ourl
over and over just like a coiled spring., Mr. NMcKinley
said sometimea the tracks would be colled like that for
more than a mile, ‘frains were derailed quite a number
of times, cattle were killed,' and coal cars would he emp~
tied when the frains were deruiled. Then, too,the people
would turn the cattle loowve and let thom run. There was
quite a lot of hard feeling among the pelple against
the Chicago, Rock Island and Facifie railroad.
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During the time of the fight between ths people
and the railroad oanpunygzn .elialey ne o re Orisy
would have to zo to Caldwell and Jefferson to get their
shipments of goods, They had hard times getting the
wagon across the Salt rork River. They had to hiteh
four head of horses to the wagen to pull it across.
Un one of these trips My, McKinley saw a wagon load
of sugar go down in the water when a man was sttempi-
ing to cross Salt York River, 7The water was pretty
high. The man {riving jumped into the water and un-
- ‘hitehsd the horses to save them; ¥hen the waler was
high Mr. Mcrinley camped for three days on the banks
of the Salt Xork kiver until the water subsided. When
the water went down thuy began to hunt for the wagon
load of sugar, but the wagon was never found, and as
for the sugar, it had melted.

The hauling of 4dry goods was kept up for six
months, During the sixth month, the railroad company .
compromised with tho“pooplo of Pond Creek.,saying that

if the pepple at Pond Creck would let the trains and
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the tracks 9lono the trains would stop at Pond Creek;
80 the agreement was signed and the railroad company
stopped the trains at Poad Creek to deliver the freight
and other stuff, and the peopls stopped tearing up the
railroad track.

The town of Pond Creek didn't seem to flourish
as the people thought it would. The weather was dis-
agreeable and the hot winds were terridle in the sum-
zer time. There was uo' good water in Pond Creek.
People had to buy water at 25¢ a barrel.

In 1896 Mr. William MoKinley was married. Be
then took one of the lots on which he had homesteaded
and tuilt a small hpuse on it. The trade at the store
was getting better all the time., He and Mr. Orist had
all the bdusiness thsy could handle, but yet the trade
increased. Mr. MoKinley told Mr. Crist that he thought
he would start a store of his own after a while. 5o
in later ysars the two dissolved partnership, Mr. Crist
moving ome block north and one block west from the old
store. Mr. McKinley bought a place one bloek north, on

the northeast corner of the main street.
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Many a hungry man and woman would oome into
the store, MNr. McKinley helped them all he could,
for times were really hard for .some of these people.

Others wers cared for by their families in xansas.

In 1928,)r. McKinley traded his stock of goods
for a farm in Canadian County close to Union, twelve
miles south of BlReno. ‘then later he bought two farms,
One farm waz west and the other farm was south of Pond
Creek.

Mr. McKinley was appointed postmaster of Pond Creek
unde> Coolidge and he served as postmaster also under
doover and part of a term under Roossvelt. Altogether,
he served twelve and a hzalf years as postmaster of Pond
Creek.,

Mr.‘H011nloy also was slected mayor of Pond Creek.
The year he was elected mayor he supervised putting in
the water system, as there were only a few cisterns in

Pond Creek that were fit to use.
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The first cottonwood tree that was planted
in Pond Creek was planted dy Mrs. Conrad Strecker
whonstill lives. The tree still standas,
Mr. McKinley lives on the lots where he home-
steaded. In 1935 he built a beautiful home and he
has two ochildren, both of whom have Bachelor's

Degrees in College.
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ISTEY CARDS : N

Doek Tanily \
Wild Horse

*“tnnewall .
Fercentile Isteblishments--Chickesaw Netion
Rorder Powns--8ainsville, TeXes

Geinsville, Texes

Renching--Chickesew Netion

Stege Routes .

Velra

Doak's Store
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