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An Interviov with Rovorond Albort Norris Avoryt, Jre.
1220 West Mein Streef, Durent, Oklahoma.-
By - Lula Austin, Field Worker, -
September 28, 1937,

Ky father, Reverend Albert Forris Averyt, was bc;rn
J’nmnryﬁl, 1854, at Hope, Arknna\u.

My mother, Meddie cc;rley Beker, was born July 26, :
1864, in Bonham, Texas. A ,‘ i

Théy were married in Texas in 1879.
| My parents ceme in a covered‘wagon,uith all their
possessions to J‘éhnavillo, Indien Terﬁfory, (i‘ater known
as Byers) in 1880. |

For two years father seryed asg principal of !fhi‘ta
Bead Hall, Pearce Institute.

In the fall of 1885, he went to Wynmeyood, from there
%o Purcell, then to Norman es pastor of the Methodist Chureh.
The latter became the first self-supporting station 113 the
state, He gon went to Minco, where he was presiding elder.
He was there two years, then moved to m\nc_an in 1895 or ‘96,

While living in Duncan, a very bad tornado struck the -

town, doing much demage and killing three or four people.

He then moved to Muskogee, which was in the Canadian District.
. : )

He was there four years, then moved to Ardaore, serving there

as presiding elder. From there he moved to Altus and served
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as pastor of the Methodist Churohe While living at Altus
‘ he homesteaded a place near Guymon. In ordei' to retain his
’place, he served one year there. After thet he. left Mother
end us children and went to Antlers. He moved us to Fort
"‘“““M”&?’ﬁ,aon who#o he mé pust:or,~ and later to Broken Bow. Father
then moved dback to Fort T@sm, which was his last pastor-

v!

dtes He diqd fthere Jemuary 20, 1917. ’
My fa%h;r travoled 1n a buggy. He arm;l‘od. be gone two
" end three months at a" d;?me, endnri'ng many hagdahips. The .
winters wére very cold.( Many nighta he wo{xld dig sn?m a
foot deep from‘und'er the buggy in order to make his béd
there, keeping a fire when he could find wood or buffaio
\ chips. ‘
The wild.Indians held great respect for him and would
never bother him. He went among them rree‘ly and never felt
afnid. He preached through en interpreter. The Kiowa,
d‘omancho, and Cheyenne Indiens would camp at the foot of - -
Mount -Scott, and hold meetings which would last two or three

veoka;
(oo~

- £
At one of these meeting‘gﬁ at?il&ount Scott an Indisn

, «
/
. H
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woman got up and made a talk, We could tell something
h{é;pé;ed her.L The interpreter told us her son had been
very sick; thet the Medicine Men had been called iﬁ and
made Medicine over him. she hed climbed up on Mount
Scott and offered her p?ayers to thé Great Spirit, pray-
ing all night, Early the nextimorning the Great Spirit
answered, and told her the boy would get well. Sure
enough, when she went back her Soy was bo:ter and 1atef
recovered. He was at the meeting with her. r

Tﬁe Medicine Men, when calling on the sick would
have ali 1oav; the room. The& would then tske a rattler
from their Medicine kit which was decorated with feathers
and fave it over the patient, saying strangé words. Then
they gave them medicines made from herbs. The Indiens .
would not talk abontfthe ﬁbdicine,nen. They were sacred
to them. Al) Medicine Men wore a pecuiiar peinting on
their faces.. | |

As a young boy I watched th; western wild tribeg
shoot the beeves that the govermment issued to them at the

old trading post nearQache and Medicine Creek in the west-

ern part of . (Oklahoma . When the animals were turned
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loose the Indians would jump on their horses aﬁﬂ run after
them, shooting them with a rifle or bow and arréw. Then
the women would a@fﬁ ;ﬁeggalgiiour it raw, They would
strip the intestines, then ¢har them over the fire, and
‘eat them with great relish. Little children ate the raw
meat like dogs, smearing blood all over their faées.

The wild Indiéﬁs were fond of dog magt and many dogs
that vere.following‘their masters through the ferri tory
behind the wagons diseppeared, ’

I remsmber vhen I was a boy nine years old, my older
brother and I were in the woods gathering pecans. ‘We were
up in the tree wheq a big Indien rode under us with a very
angry look on his face, He made‘signs for us to come down
but we began to climb higher up the tree. " When brother
noticed the Indien preparing tg shoot an afrow in our direc-
tion, he cried ou‘} "Don't shoot, we the Jesus man Pepoose™.
With a smile the Ihdian made friendly signs to us, and when
we came down from the tree, he helped us gather pecans »
and invited us to his teepee to cat. The“Jbana_man{waa
the name the wild Indians gﬁio my father., During the meal

meat was passed to me and brother .midged me not to take
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ariy. Later he told me that it was dog meat, I wish
brother hed let me eet it, so I could say now that I
bed eaten dog meat.

Father Averyt was a woﬁderful man, He never

o ‘

. could see the dark side of life, He went emong the Ine .

dians and they loved him, calling him "The Jeésus Man",

My desire as & little boy was to be a missionary,
I delighted in going with my father and during vacation
he wauld'alwaya—take me with him, We camped together
killing game to eat. Meny times I have heard the tom,
toms of the Indians all night, and watched them dance,

I remember on one t;ip‘with father we came upon
a flat. A fire was b;rning down there thgt_drove the
prairie chickens out by the hundreds. Father killed all
that he could get in the duggy, ené vhen we arrived at
the next 1ittle settlement distributed them emong the
people,

One day I went with father and the Eormbeels fame
i1y to'spend'thg day west of Minco, Father and Mr.-Horn-
be;k went éut to ki1l some quail. Qe walked iithin ten

£

steps of a big buck deer which he thought was gofng to
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charge him,. But suddenly he turned and ran. Father
shot at him, and later found him in the gpods dead .

Thoréﬁere lots of panthers in the country.
Brother and I once had a narrow escape. We had gone
pecan hunting, both ridigg the same horse. We were
returning home about dark when our horse shied and
snorted, In a few minutes a large panther screaﬁed
and sprang from a tree almost on our horse, but our
horse was quick and dashed aw;y carrying us to safety. )

My father firmly believed in pregentiments, One
night he was on his wai'to keep an appointment at a .
1ittle town near Stiglef. Avbrother minister was with;
hﬁm. In the middle of the afternoon father received
. the impression that they should not go om, but the
‘'other minister said, "They are expecting us, we must
not disappoint them", They stopped and prayed. They
heeded this impfessiqn‘and went to Stigler. Iﬁ the
evening a ocloud ceme up and grew more threatening in
the direction of the l1ittle town they~had,first plenned
to go. Later, théy hea¥d that the little church was

& o

blown away. A crowd had g;fhered but vhen the minister

did not arrive, decided they had better go home.
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On snother trip father was working his way back
home, We ceme %o the forks in the rogd, and when the
teem tried to take the road that led home, he tried to
meke them go the other road to a 1ittle crowd tﬁat was
expecting him, but his team would not go, so he traveled
the road home, On r;aching there, he found three of his
children sick in bed, and mother mot sble to be up.

One fourth of, July, mother took us and the Horn-

beek children on a picnié west of Minco. We stopped

near a large spring. 'Mother with the two girls went
to visit an Indian in a teepee nearby., We boys decided
to tak; %‘;wiq in the aprihg.‘ We were enjoying 6u?-
selves gréatly,'when } ﬁig buck rode,up; then deshed )
away and sent out runners spreading the news among the
Indiens., They begen to don their paint and go on the
war-path, Mother heard the noise and rushed back to
where we wq;;.’ It didn't take us long to hiteh our
team to the wagon and d?sh»ayay as fast as we could,
The following incident impressed me as a young~
ster, Father and I were passing a 1::30 Ipdian ceamp;

an old Indien who looked to be ninety years old was

2
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standing in front of his teepee. As we approached we
could tell by his look that he was angry. He leveled
dowﬁ like he had a gun. Father reached down in the = ~
‘buggy like he was goint o get & gun. Quickly, the
Indian straightened up and said; "Me no shoot, me no
shoot®,

When the. Spanish American War broke out the sol-
diers were ordéréd out, leaving only a skeleton garrison.
A rumor got started that the Indians were going to stage
an up-rising. They rqéurnzd a company or two, but the%f

o 7
was no trouble,

- Whilesliving in Duncen the people of the town con=-
tributed money to put up a flag pole o; which to fly the
American flag every day. Two men of the town lowered
the Amorican‘flag and hoisted the Spanish flaé, as & joke,

An alarm was given and the Spanish flag was shot full of

Q

"holes. The two men were found and taken to a popl and

-

dﬂcke& until they were nearly drowned. As fast as the&
would crawl out of the water they would push them in
again,

One or two sumners when school was out father put

an extension on the wagon and took his family with him
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a8 he traveled the district; One night we had to meke

dry cpixp. We burned buft%lq'chips to cook our meal,

and mede our beds down under t}ze stars. Next morning

we discovered that we had csmped. among th_e pr;tirie

dogs. And were we frightexfed whenewe saw eevez;al 13;'30
rattlesnekes five or six gteps from our beds? 'They ‘o
were sluggish.as the night 1;ta3 chilly. Fortunately,

no one was bitten. .

I have seen the dead buried on platforms sbove
thq‘ ground. If it wes some prominent b;a've,?hey would
plalcé him and his treasures in his waéoﬁ bed and bury
him, EHis horses were killed and bggged on the 'graﬁ, ,
sending them to the heppy hunting ground with him,

Revereiil’ . R. Beker was Principel of ‘Amstrong

Academy in 1885, While there,”he and his wife went on

. & trip, leaving their two sons at school under the care

of boys at school,giving strict. orders not to let them
leave the school, but they slipped away and went to .
Blue River to fish, and vex:: both drowned trying to
rescue each other, Botix were under ten youfs of age.
Their graves are in the old burying ground at Armstrong
Acadeny, | |
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Grandfather Bsker was & very weal thy man. He
owned many slaves and lot; of catile, At one time, in
1870, he lost 15,000 head in a Texas freeze. I have a
bill of sale where.he paid 314;00 for a negro woman and
$200 for her son. He ’;s adopted by the Choctaw Nation
and made a Chief,

Grandfather Averyt was a doctor, He came from
Arkqnaaa to ¥Wynnewood. He iaslkilled by & train while
living theres Averyt Avemnue 1s nemed for him,

ﬁeverpnd A%eryt has papers that belang to Rev-

_erend W. D, Baker, They are now at Mrs, H, H. Polk's,
who lives in Magee, Mississippi. They ere letters of
meetings and conferences in early days, Civii War Docu-
ments, tex feceipta, ang a paper describing a piess of
land in the Indien Territory, the letter mentioning so

many feet from such a tree to the next tree.
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