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Interview with Reve G. W, Atkins, Interview given by
bis daughter Mra, Elizsbeth Alberty, Muskogee, Okla. 2%
. B§ - Miss Ella Robinson, Field Worker. ‘

LIFE AND HISTORY OF A PIONEER MINISTER,

AN

One of the outstending pioneer ministers'of the
Methodist Cﬂnrch South in earl'y Territory days, was
Reverend G, W. Atlkins, He was borm in Rockinghem County,
“North Carolina, September 20, 183l

\""'Ee moved with his‘parentu.’to McNairy County, Tenn-
essee in 1851, There he was married to Miss Sareh Pratt.
They were the parents of five children., His wife and
three children died t’he‘rgo e

In 1857 he united with the Methodist church and was
licensed to preach in 1860, In 1867, he was ordained Dea~
eon, and in 1878, was ordaineci Elder at Jackson, Tennessece,
by Bishop Pierce. In 1877, he was married to Miss Mollie
Surratte To this union there were born seven children,
two of wham ave living. |

A8 the call for ministers to go west was urgent in
1879 he responded and was admitted to the Arksnses Con-
ference. In 1883 he transferred to the Indien Mission Con- /\
ference, of which he was a member for 15 years. During -\
that time he experienced all the hardskips and trials incident
in the 1ife of a *6ircuit Rider", That was before the j:rend

) . : -5
of population fram the country to the towns had begun, and
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the circuit. was considered the moast importent work

vf_ot the church, 'While the population of the towns was
more or less shifting, the citizens in the country were
permanent, being Indians who ovmned and lived on thelir .
owm farmse Bema}:end Atkins served on numerous circuits,
ineluding éanadian oircult that extended Prom the Oreek
1line on the west, to the choctaw line on the eut. He
also served on the Flint and Tshlequah circuitb He Jarrth
his team. of strong ponies hitched to a buggy especig;;y

constructed for rough country driving, a familiar

figure as he drove from one appointment K another, sames -

times a great distance apart. He posses ed ‘a ‘pleasing,

trips long, and he would be worn in °body and soul but
never a word of complaint cams £Tom him. | .
t thile seniag on the Qanadian circuit he ,'bﬁut, the _ ’
parsonage at Brushy !&onntain; é gbod. substantiel house "
which he with his family Gccupleds .. Tat wes a scmmene |
ient stopping plac'e for "bravele'i'g who aim}s’;rece‘i;ed a - |
hearty. welcome, While liﬂng’ there ﬁe réviged the ougtom
of l}oldiné yearly camp 'meetinqg at that places Prier to
that time there had been no permanent building provided
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in which to hold the meetings. He first erected a
frame work of‘polea with a roof of straw but that was
ﬁot altogether satisfactory, particularly in rainy
weather, As much interest was mani?eated in the meet-
ings, he saw the advantdge of a permanent stiructure,
As the meetings were always held in the summer time,
an open arbor served the purpose, | He then had a large,
frame structure erected with a goo;l board roof, The

two last weeks in August were set apart each year for

the meetings. The pastor of the Muskogee station always

... assisted,. As that was an ideal camping ground the hills

around wereL'gotted with camps, After serving four years
“on that work, he was assigned to the Taméquah circuite

Then to the Flint circuit where he alsc served four years
'at each place, When Stilwell becarC e town end had a lo-
" cal church, he went as pastor ta that church, preaching
to many of the same people who had been members in the
country; in fact, the foundation of theé-town churches
were the members who had moved Atrom the country. Reale

b .

izing the time was fast approaching when he would be in-

~

capacitated for active work, he provided a comfortable -

cottege home for his faithful wife andqtto children, With
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the exception of one year when he was granted a super-
amuate relation he was an active minister in ﬁie
chuxrch, His/,t?mther ninisters always said of him: "the
harder the work, the better he liked it", His health
"hado been failing for some time, but when the time came
for the district conference to convene, he’against the
protest of his wife, attended, expressing the thought
that it might' be his last opportunity to meet with his
brother preachers, Hs returned home at 7:00 P.M. on

July 4th, and passed away at 5:00 AM. July Sth’ 1898.



