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o June .2, 10%7.
INTERVIEW WITH FRANK G. AUDRAIN
Fairland, Oklahoma,
Indian tribe Chsrokee,

FRANK AUDRAIN'S STORY.

My Grandfather Audrain of French d.c;acent, was born
in Grand. Rapids, Misxhilgan, and ceme with his',.fam,ily when
my’ féther was twelve ‘years 0ld to Fort Gibson as agent
for the F:h;e Civilized Tribes, where he rqmained four
years when he returned with his family, excepting my
father, to their home in Michigem. My father, James.
Audrain, was born in Graqd Rapids, but. when grandfather
returned, he remaingd at Fort Gibson as clerk for J. B.
.Lyons. He latqr married Ma;y Wilson, a Cherokes, who cax;m
from Georgiq in 185;5. She .was a young waman then. Father
was 69 and mother 72 when they died. Both are buried in
fixe 0ld Audrain Cemetery on my son's place, four miles
east'of Fairland, wher;‘l was born., I, Frank George
- Audrain, was born April 22, 1860, \

o FATHER'S EARLY LIFE.
-On their way to Ifidian Territor):., they - crossed lske
Michigan in a boat. '\ A‘sffom cams up and.they were forced
to unloed the cattle, which were a part of the cargo, in

the lake to save the boat and themselves. -
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Father became buddy of Finnie Chisholm, maker of
the "Chisholm Treil". One night he amWent
across the Illinoi‘e River‘tt; a dance., Both were riding
the same animal e jack. ‘They had a jug of whiskey end ~ - ¥¥°E

o ,
on their return, their mount stubbed his toe,. and they

lost their jug which was broken in the fall. Father

knew Sam Houston well.

Aftgr Father aﬁd Mother ware married thgy setvtled
on Shoal Creek near Baxter Springs: Kansac, in the Neutral
Strip not far fromDavid Herlen. Later he opened a trading
;station at Little-Town, now Oyswego , Kanséas, to trade with
the Osagés.« At this time they ha;l two small children end
Dad .had en Osage I'ﬁdian for a guard for mott;er and the
oh%ldren. At n:{ght, thié Osage would lie down aci'pnss‘ xtﬁe ‘
door of the 'room wiers they slepte |

Mother was a good rider and could ride the wildest
horses. She would even take the children, one in her lap
and one pehind her on the unbroken horses.

The sfage, by boat,or on horseback was their means
cof tra%e.I_ then, except for'carryﬂfng;the ox »c;art. The
lilitary Roa& from Fort Leavenworthif’ to Fort rGiybson was

“the only road in\thia section. At the Pooler Ferry,
\ ' -
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goutheast of Liami, bpfofe Poolers had it, the ferry
was run for a while by Jack lcClain who always wore

a shawl over his head. One day some Indians jerked

~" the shawl from hi's head and found that what they

thought wes true, he was part negro. He left after

/

this happened. ' [’./

the originel Cherokee Nation came Kp and it was most

certein that XKensas wauld gét a8 strip across the north-

“ern end, my father and & neighbor by the name of Pool
w;th theirb families moved down to the south part of the

‘then Grand Prairie (mother said &1l the country north of

the Crend River wes then calle¢ the Grand Pljai’ri’e),

A

"and father settled at the place where I was born,
. -S . . .

four miles east of Fairland on Eighway 60 between here and

<

Wyandotte.

Mr. Pooi gsettled just east of fathel where the Grand,

the:-Neosho and.Lost Greek came togethqr. This place is now a

part of the Fred Vietor fam;. The well dug by Pool is still in
. use, At.present there is quite & bit of timber eround  these

farms b_u.t then the;'e was ngt, ~t‘hough the brush and young sprouts

-

* were about as high as your head. :.%

,,‘
f
|
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. Both men began tg build log hom;s,and clear and put-the
lend in cultivetion. iy father's_éirst‘ﬁoﬁégiwﬁg a freme with'
bo#rd windowg, doors and floors. “ther improvéments were two log
| caﬁins fér the ﬁarkies, a cave built for the fruit, and father héd ﬁ
a large young orcherd set out, barns, corn cribs, etec. The men
~made our reils snd fenced our fields. The main line of the :risco
crosses the place just qouth(of the house, A young péage by the name
of Matthews and a Qodng men who was blind ceme with the family when
they moved here and re:.ained with the femily during the wer.
: N - ﬂ ‘

Iy fether's brother Bob returned from *ichigen end came one

day to th /my father was plowing. Father did not know

ther's niece.
Speeking of "drouths' before the war one year my father

Qaw the Neosho River dry from the Connor 2ridge northeast of

Fairland, to its mouth and the weather was so :arm and dry that

~

when people went out o doors they wors cloths over their faces

with eyeholes cut in the cloth to keep the sun from blistering their |

hd -

faces. h ' v

i CIVIL WAR PERIOD :
We remeined et home in the Civil WaT period es °
long as possible’but were forced to 1eave.quick1y and

the party contained my father and his family, Uncle Bob

end his wife, William Howell liter of Oseuma, Matthews,

’ ~
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the Osage, the blind man,;eéérge Myers, who made his

home with us, theﬂghomas family and a few others. They

s M "*“é’ .
gathered together just a few things not realizing that it B

W

would be yeare.before they cou’d return. I still treasure

_a framed looking glass that my mother took with her to the

&

Red River in Texas and back. Each time that they were com-.

- pelled to move on she wou'd wrep it up ia a feather beds

-

After we left, Tettgeﬁéﬁﬁgme3§56k éne reuﬁﬁEd npvpifty cattle
and twenty-three headqof”horeeg belonginé te father and started
after us with them. By the time he reached Arkansas where he -
overtook us; he héé two head of horses left.

The folks sftef crossing the state line, thinking thet -
here thex woula’have protection, triec to meke & Crop.

Uncle Bob, his wife and Williem Howell startec to Te-

turn bowe andkvere arrested by the Union rorces and were made

to, work end carried through Yansas and around north end finally

-

t0 nichigan “here they were kept till after tge war. while here
nls wife died and later he mgrriee a womaen from Bostof.

<~ At Skullyviltle. my fatner saw the blackamith, Benge,
shot while at work at his anvi’:ena saw him fail forward on the
hot anif. Often the ﬁarty would have ‘to get up'at night andj
move to keep out of danger.l They‘hed,to'keep watch &1l the tine.

e
They did not go all the way to Terée et once but sometimes only

g
r

- . . ' J‘s%‘-;.\
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‘ﬁhort distance and stay in the new?’ocality till dahger - ~

' threatened again and then move quickly again. At the .iamichi
’River. Matthews took Mrs. Thomas and a counle of the ofher
vomen and crossed into the hills on the other side wher they were
caught in a heilstorm, the steers ran away and I have heéard father
say that the women both sc¢reamed and prayed.
| "1t was a'very hard probleﬁ to seéure’any thing to| eat qla
jhg wila game madg a large part of tneir food, and’'the hides furn-
ished tie leather for their shoes. The farthe; they went.| the
worse off they beceme so they werq{almost destitute when ¢t
reached Texag,where they had érotection ti1l after the clos

© tne war. . |

. THE RETURN HOME
When my parents reached our home pWace they had two

‘ Y

yolk of cattle, steers, three milk cows, two 5oats, two she

a one-eyed pony‘agd twq‘dpgs that they had raised to Ppago the
pony when they wanted ﬁo catch him., Our house had,beén‘burne
and on'y two one-room iog cabins built ?or the darkiéé, remsi 'd.
¥Fences had been destro?ed, fields gfowﬂ up in sprouts‘and per-
sinmons, but thé yung orcherd that my father had se%'out was
lef't and was olc enough to begr, which meant so much those firsdt
hard years.: |
¥e returned in\the fall of 1866 end Tirst the men built
one lbg room, tbe‘horth room of the twb west rooms of tﬁe prese t

- ‘ N t -
house,|\ and repaired the ffﬁipﬂcave and the two cabins.
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Father heard~of a drove of wild hogs near where Blue-
j%cket now is, so he and some of the other men went tMa:elan

fatner killed two-one male &nd one sow. This was our winter'Q\

t

‘meat. .
Before leaving we had nice vaWIey fields-and on-our

return father found his fields a mass of young trees, sproﬁts \
! \
and brush and not a rail left of the fences. \

The first year, we had a corn fie'd just west of the

o

present Grand River 2ridge, west of Wyandotte, but we had no-
thing %o work with. ¥e hoed corn and hed corn-bread and oniors
for lunch. e made our hay with a homeméde wooden pitch-fork

*aqg/rake. The first yesr we raised only corn and pumpkins. “ext

\year ¥e hed a.squash and a'cétton patch, .“uring the wi:ter eve-
nings we sat round the firé-p1éce with thg cotton piled in front
of the fire to warm it and picked the‘cotfon seeds out by hand
ffom the-?otton for motﬁer ané my sisters to make into thread%
ana cloth for our clothes. The cotton seperstes much easier from
the seed if it is ya;m. If & spark {rom the %ire shou'd set the

cotton afire, our work for the eveniung was over. ne day in the -

spring. mother sent my sister end me up the ravi e noriiof—the~—=:
’ - . is \ " by .
h use 10 gather wild ouions for .dinneér. CGCeorge liyers, the blind
. - N o \ . é
' L

-en, was with us and we/greﬁialarmed at & noise we heard which ¢

LI}

'

" we took for fighting wild cattle. “hen we returned without the

onions mother was angly, as the.onions were needed for dinner.
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A black wolf killed, in the daytime, one of our

5
.

gheep and one of the goats.
lother eand the “"sage took one of the ox teams and drove to

ledding Mill south of Joplin, 'issouri, and when she

returnec she brought wiﬁhther, two hbg jowls, te %hought we had

the finest meal ;ver. The, trip took four days.
One night ‘one .of our ox t;ams disappéared and w; found-
them a week later at White Jim Duncen's at “seune.
.Duthh‘Billy wh> was & hugler during the war was a friend
of faéher’s and one dey efter the war, he %ith Bt Lundy ceme
by home with a jug of whiskéy on their return from S:uthwest City,
Lissou;i. Father asked him if he would like to gé bugler esgain &and

L and N

Lhe replied that he was glad to be out of it. ‘ )
The second year fether '‘acdec the south Toom of the twobwest‘
Tooms of the present house which is still stending and my son }ives

.in it today. This house is & four-room log house stending in a

beautiful va'ley four niles east of Fairland on*Fighway 60 and is-

" seid to be the-oldest house in this county, just as I ‘em said to be

the oldest Cherokee living who was born in this county.

IS

Another incident heppened about this time that had @ great

influence in the lster life of Mr. Audrain. - A negro ceme by oE

H

) }
_day after the war riding a mare in foal and my father traded him

our one~-syed pony for this mare. The colt leter turned out to

be speedy, being of a racing strein and this was the start of the

4
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Aﬁdrian Stables, though my father had raised race horses before
the war. . : . D , ;
. We had a straight treck of 800 yerds egst of our noﬁse.”‘ *
Ve hé#e qwned maﬁy good horses; emong them Dolly V, the colt
obtained in the trade with the negro :which we ﬁraced*béck to &
querter horse. I have owned as meny as si? racers at one tine.
Among them,*Ceraldine, Aﬁdrey A, Ashland, Mona and memny others.
It is only in the last few ye&rs tgat I have.ceased to be

actively engaged in racing and the paising of racers.

v
’

LY EARLY LIFE

I first attended school, which was a neighborhood
. o : \-
"affeir, at & small log building which stood near the

."Overacre Spring and I didn't quite learn my ebc's the T
first tem.  Amon. the pupils there were my sister,

Fraik Connor, Alfred ludeater, and athias Fudeater.

\

ﬁgft we went to school not so far from home, just east
0 \;geechee taught by & man named Peppers. In 1876

A‘mgt er moved to Vinite to sendiqs 16 school., Later I

went to St. Louis to stay at my uacle's and there I

attended school four months. When I returned
A - ‘ i

home I was sént to Tahlequeh«to the }ale Seminaryswhere L

1 remained through Februsry, March end April when I had , :

pneumonia. My school days ended at Seneca, }'issouri,

\
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(w‘hen I was twenfy years old., Just ‘before sehool ended,
one day I met J. P. McNaughton there who told me of a
dance to be held that night at Ifeter labadie’s three ’\ !
miles north of Miami, where North Miami now!ie, ax;d we‘
decided to go. I hed a horse at school that I rode honme
w:eekende. Late that evenlng something prevented his .
going sotl set out alone for the dance, r}early twenty-five
miles distant over & ro?ilese country, and not knowing
whether I cquld find it or not: But I did end I met
there ﬁost of the-young people I knew, Charlie Williams
had brought his three sistérs, one of them afterwards my
wife, good dencers. George Finley did the calling. He |
alvways kept tlme with his foc?t while cal{ing and played
the Jew;srﬁarp much of the time., ' o
MARRIAGE

' At the Joplin Hotel, then a brick building, now the
 Connor Hotel of Joplin, on kay 30, 1886, I married Melissa
- silliems, the daughter of Richard Meltonm W1111e?é, who hed
sattled three miles southwest ef Miami in 1869/ Ny wifo
was born in Jackaon County, hansae, October 2ﬁ, 1865, and
had come t0 this country w ith her Tather e.n? his family‘
in 1869, , She attended school first at Mud /Creek and later

at Vinita, s S

 /
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Her father's home was éonsiderep tﬁp half-way house
.on the'Chetopc-Mayeaville Ropd, and in the fall a coms tént
-stroap of fruit wagons containing apples, cider and peaches
' passed on their way éo thé Kaisas markets. MNefly wou d clﬁp .
near, as Coal Creek furnished a convenient camping place and
the campers would burn ber father's reils.
We traded at Seneca, .issouri, but took our wheat‘tb
~ the water mill at Chetopa; ) ; »
Ve livéd one. year at father's and tpen moved to our
home on the prairie one mile north of FairYand in 1887 where
\,34¥>’;§/;;v?0 111 eight years ago, wheg we mo%ed here to Fairland.”
” We had nine ch.ldren; Ettie, Inez, rrenk, Esther, Rubin, Relph,
~Robert, Anna,aiﬂaymie gnc; leggie, all of whom are 1'ivfnfg 'exc’ept

Ettie Inez, Framk and Esther.

MISCELLANEOUS
Fé#ther put in the first rerry after the war. It was just
above ?he bridge on G;and River. The fipst one was pulled
by oars. WG‘wou1d have to row above where we wanted to land
s | and row down and péross the river. Later we established a
cghle which was‘of two-inch hem§ fopé which we stretched .
with steers. This was reﬁxéced_with a wire cable. .

The Gilstrap Ferry below was a feeder from M ssouri for

the Yilitary Road.

- P
. k]
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on ny way to Tahlequah oge'day on Cloud Greek,I
killed a rattlesneke that had 23 rattles.
‘At the Joseph Pate place just southeast of Harcissa,

\
\

N \
on -that mouna, we built a.guide post. It wds built of pig:* \

) \
- loose rocks. having so few roads in those deys we used the
. large mounds on the prqirip for obsenvatién pointsﬁ
dany mornings I have ridden to the tgp of the nound just
southeast of Eair}and end looked over the prairie to locate
my cattle, |
:Yes, we had some t:ouble with cat;‘e ruétle:s. Jnce
my father-in-)aw, Richgrd_Williams, had sbout 500 head and o

one night the thieves cut out & Whole:carléad, about tqeﬁtyr

~fiv;z,and drove’thgﬁ away, but they were ovértékeh5an6 tpe
cattle recovered. ’ , TN _s 23

We had no laws in those days oﬁly cqvéring the citizéﬁs,
so0 the men bended themselves together as "Vigilancé commi ttee"
for mutual protectioﬁ.‘ Joﬁnson Thompson, who éuilt éhe Pirst
stone house in Vinita,.w}th the consent o the_other;, of fered

Alfred Barker ammunition to supply the members for use.

Doc. Goddard was hung for herboring these caftle thieves.

" oOnce I helped father cross twenty head of cattle on the -

ice at the mouth of the Neovsho end Spring Rivers.
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In December ‘of 1895 was the highest water I have ever
seen. The water was all over my father's farm and ren into

the east rooms.
The Nez Perces being brought to this country did not

help for they were gamblers and taught the Nodocs to gamble,

\

[

. and whiskey wes essy to get from Seneca. They bad Indlan

v

\Police but they were not always patient with the Indian.
\Gncé. I saw a l'odoc et his vest and, on losfng the wager,
cha turned his vest over to tbe‘o{ficef; a’terwards remembering

ﬁhat he had a box of caps in his vest,\pe approached the

officer saying "Caps, want caps.” ée,kéyt insisting for his

caps and the officer not uncerstanding what hf wanted,  shot
 him, |
\ ' ; CONCLUSI 'N.
Mr. Audrain, Who is 1/16 Cherokee and his wife who is,
1/4 Shewnee, are both in good health and recall %ith ease the
early days. Aé-the time of tne wri%er’- visit{.ﬁr. Audrain
was yorkipé in his.garéen.
’The home where !'r. Audrain was r;ared is still occupied
by his son end his family and.is an excellent state of preserva~
tion end is one of the historic gpots of northeaat Oklahoma.

Y

In the front ysrd spanQp a hugg walnut tree. Pas$ing the front

p
-~
o



AUDRAIN, FRANK G. INTERVIEN. . y 1 6101

. - 317

r

14 .
door is Highway éo on which every hour in th? day pass the high
powersd motor cars, rex‘ninder of the present day, and rrom.thc | .
rear of the open tent;ry between the two parts of the house you
look south over a beautiful valley in which, about twoA hundred
yards from the housge, are some of the oldest graves that are

marked in this county.



