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Story as told by Mary Alice (Gibson)
drendell to Dovey P. Heady, Field Worker.

Mrs, A;endell has answered the questions to the
‘best of her knowledge. Her mind is not as active as
it used to be and she cannot remember dates or names
very well, She statéa as fol¥?ws:

I was born in 1861 at Waco; Texas., I‘am of
Choétaw and Cherokee descent. I am 76 years of sge,
My father, arthur B. G?bs@n, was born in Kentucky. I
do not remember the date or place of nis birth, He
died ;id was buried near Jimstown, Chickasaw Ng}ion.
In.about two weeks, 'he was taken up and buried at
Decatur, Texas, in a fanily cemetery by the side of a

. daughter, |
) Wy father was a Southern soldier during the Civil
%ar. I do not remember to what Bompany or Hegiment
he belonged. He could not get a furlough to come home,
80 he deserted the war and come home. I remember.we
~ were’living at Parker, Texas, in a one-room log house,
the door aad fallen down and had been walked over fqr.

several months. iy mothsr raised the door and dug a—héie

just lohg and wide enough for him to lay in on his back,
. -
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then the door was lowered and walked over as usual, :
There she kept him hidden for several weeks, H; wouald
be let out eagh\day for a few minutes exe¥cise. e
children were taugh£ that he was juat'a good man that
needed protectid; froﬁ bad men, not until after the
" war did we know that he was our'fatheéie‘Wheg h; came
he was badly in need of clothes. My mother cafded ;nd
apun the cotton and made him some clothes before he
returned to the war,

Mother, Francis Lu Vania (Smith Heart) Gibson,
was born in Mis;issippi. She was of!Ohoctai and Cher~
okee descent. Her parents left Miasiésippi in covered
wagons, pulled by oxen., They settled at Jim Town on
Red River in Chickasaw Nation. They were run out many
times by the Indians, because my grandmother looksd 11#3
a white woman, BEach time they would ?eturﬁ to Texas.
This was~after slavery. ﬁy grandrathér (Smitﬂ Heart)

Noined a large plantation and about 300 slaves, After
slavery he wds never aatisfied and traveled & lot, He -
_worried so over lo $ing his slaves that he lost. his mind.

He would'wander away in the woods, He would be gone for

several da;s before someons found him. Once he was gone
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geveralfdays and wﬁeq found, he was sitting by a’prec
;ith a dhotg;n betweeﬁ his knees, the barrel pointing
to.his head. A string was tied to the triggér and to
his big toe so he could commit suicide. He was found
Bust in time to save his life, A‘few weeks later he
was found dead a fow miles from his home 'with his
throat cut and a razor in his hend.

ldy grandmother (Smith Heart) then rémaihed an
Texas until her death,

I remember when myhparents firsf came to Okla-
homa, Indian Territory. It was in about 1870Q.
Several families travelled in covered wagons. Many
£imes we were attacked by Indians. They were in droves
and at a distance they looksd like timber. Sometimes
they took our horses, food, bedding, cows or goats. e
usually had goats because they were less trouble to
trével with. . When the Indians robbed us, we had to
travel on foot until we Came to a farm gouse. There the
men folks wguld work out some horses and another plaée
Agybe some cows Or ggafs. &e then started on our jour-
ney. |

I remember on the ssme journéy. 4 white man by

the name of Abe Lee and his family were traveling with

-
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‘us. DBefore dark we camped and mede a big log fire,
Just after dark a drove of Indians on horses caue to
our camp: theis must have been three hundred of them.
Ihey rodé around and around our wagons. Finally sev- "
eral of them sot off ihei; horses and came up to our
wagons and walked arouﬁd and looked at the horses'thgn
at the women and children. They never said a .ord,
aven when our men folks époke to them; fiﬁally a big
Indian who must have been the “hief; shouted something
and they grabbed me andﬁggs Lee and five chlldren° they
\;‘dilled ¥r. & Yrs. Lee and oldest daughter and threw them
on their horses. They then tied the other three chllQren,
(Sus&ﬁ&;,Johnia, and Francis Lée) on their horses and.
rade away shout;gg sonething . We\neve; heard what be-
comgxof the childrén, Qntil I was about gro&n, that
wes in about 1880, Susana married and’ cane to Jimstown
and‘settled near us. AIt was then fﬁét she told me the
_story of her life with the Indians. -
Tne Indisng scalpsd her‘mogher, fq}her and sister
1;snd\threw‘the bodies away. They pat thelscalpé o;‘gfteka'

-

and t 10& to make tne children dancs across ned Hivar

. ~.08d and carry phe scalps high in the air. A squaw ob-

jected to _tais because gveryone would have to walk, -
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Inbtead, they were tiecd on the Horses and made ride

across and carry the scalps on the sticks,

. The squaws were good to them but the Pucks were

ndi. Susana was scold three tines among the Indians,

FiR-1 ch time she was sold, she was-branded across the
firehead and around the wrist. She still bore the -
t4ree scars across her forenead and around h=r wrist,
Tﬁe children wére with the Iandians so long .hat taey
d§dn't want to leave tnem.

} The Government cut off their food until they

T leased tne white cnildren, I wish I could t=11
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re of unow the Govsrnment forced the Indians to give
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up the wihite children, ’ *

fhen we came to Oklshoma, Indian [erritory, -there
.’i

re few wiite families. lostly Cheroxee Indians. #What

P
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% familiss that were here, were farming small tracte

rv:ﬁmrm-ur“ww—um

land.

| Ye all sorked, even to the small ciildren. Zach child

Had & chore to do bef>rre supper and before going to bed.

-

defore suppzr we nad to bring in water, or wood, or chips,
#te. If e fsiled to do our chore we didn't get any supper.
;

?rter supper each child had to separate from the cotton

k pint of cotton se=d or pick burs out of the sheep wool

34
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so mother could card and spin it and make it into cloth.
Cloth madse of cotton was called linsey and was

used mostly for dresses, shaets,\gtc. ¥ool cloth

‘was called jeans and was used mostly for blankets,

coats and men's clotﬁes.

iy mother was a self-educated person but she had
a good education. She tauggt'in'many of the Indian
schools. There was a great demand for her as a teﬁcher
because she spoke many different dialects. 1 do not
remamber the names of any of the schools or location,
I only know they were in Indian Territory.

" My mother did a lot of nursing the sick. She

regliy was the Doctor for the neighborhood. She made
many medicines from roots aand herbs, She made many

éifferent teas, bitters, etc., and kept a large quan-
P w

v
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tity on hand in case of emergencies.

I remember a few of the medicines that she made.
A l;xative was made from a weed we called Baldonia: this
wasgmade by boiling the tops df the Baldonia wooda:
. |
Whe% made it was a dark brown tea. &e made our taﬁle
teg by boiling sassafras roots, caLi}sassafras tea;

Sarsaparilla tea was used as a blood tonic and ~as

made by boiling the roots. Bitters--used as a kidnéy
\ ,
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medicine or blood tonic was made by boiling togetﬁer
ine roots of Black hall bushéa, butterfly roots, and
Ice weed roots, some whiskey was added to this after
it was made.

For chills and fever, a medicine was’made from
Prickly Aah bark or cherry bark. 7This was made by
boiling the barxs and water to a thick tea. Many
other medicines were made of roots and herbs but I
can not name them,

Very few tnings were bought in those days.
gverything was cither made or grown at Bome.h Ke
used flint rock, gun powder and cotton for starting
fires. This was done by putting the gun powder on
cotton and stri king two flint rocks togethsr to
ignite the powder, -

Je made wooden spoons. We grew large gourds
for which were used as containers for water, sugar,
lard, meal, etc, Ve made ash lye soap eveéy spring.
The lye wes made by pouring 'water over ashes and
catching the drippﬂngs. Corn wes ground into meal by

a hand grinder and later a coffee grinder.

Dyes and paints were always made at homé. Many



dyes wers made from barks and berries, Walnut bark

would dye cotton brown and silks and wools yellow.
Poke berries dyed a purple but was easily washed out.
Copperas was used to set the colors of different dyes.

We painted our face with what we cal.ed Indian -
paint root. Gut the roots and rubbed it on our face.
This was the way the Bucks painted their bodies.

Most of our entertainments were in connedtion
with work. We would have, cotton dances, corn gather-
ing or corn shucking dances; Candy pullings.

People for miles around would bring tﬁeir familiea
and pick cotton, gather or shuck corn all dasy and dance -
at night., These dances were given until every persod%
croﬁ was gathered. 4Je then had Brush Arbor Church
meetings. éveryqne turned their st&;k out on open
range and came to the meeting and camped. Sometimes
the meetings iasted for a month or maybe longer.

I never knew of a preacher io be paid for preach-
ing. He worked for a living just like everyone else.
siost all of the people in my immediate locality were

what we called Duncans, now known as Hard Shell Baptists, -

Most of the houses in those days were made of logs,
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with log or rock fireplaces with clay chinking between
the logs and rocks. Some people lived in dugouts on .
the side of a hill. Water would run in them 'if they

were dug on level ground,



