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ARNOLD, . Mrs. T. A.. Interview. . 14926

povs

Field Worker, - Thad Smith, Jr.
' 7-22-37.

Interview with Mrs. T. A. Arnold,
~10§8 Idaho Avenue.

Born Q April 5, 1872, Iowa.

Parents ¥m. Crow, Indiena.
. Amn Hadley, Indiena.

‘e

; My husband and I were married in Gaines County,
West Texas, and soon after our marriage decided to
cane to .t\e Indian Territory, so that fall, 1891, we

packed -our belongings in a covered wagon and started on
our way. w N
Ve forded-Red River, into the Indian Territory,

northeast of Quanah, exas.
* vWe hit a little strip of country just inside the »
Territory that had "gyppy" water,but we were prepared for

that, as we had a big water keg in our wagon which we
\ - ]

. /N‘:

carried full of water for such emergencies. )

Ve did:our cooking over an open fii*e in Dutc!? ovens.

’

' w; had two large ovens about fourteen inches in diameter
. }
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' and they were abgtt five inches deep. They_had three

legs about twg inches long,and\a big heavy cast iron

114 that B4 & Teised rim sbout an inch high around -
the outé{de of the 1id. The rim around the 11d was
ma}{/eld the ocoals of fire on'top,and made the Butch
/«/)/%n hﬁke and t;rom biscuits on top, lil\:e a stove oven.

//I' made.sonr dough bucuits) on our t’rip,\‘ because of not
having milk to make ordinary biscuits. Sour dough
biscuits are good and when they reise like they should
they resemble rolls. 7& . :

We carried a supply of flour, bacon, and potato;g
on our trip,but most of the time we' had fresh meat.

My husband had a shot gun and he killed wild 'tuxfkey.,
quail, prairie chickens and rabbits,one or the o.ther,\.
every day.

We traveled a road that led on to the soutk aide I
of the Wichita Mountainsyand was in sight of Quemah Parker's
hgme, vhich looked very nice from where we were.
| My husband had a friend :vho had married a Chickasaw
woman and'he controlled lots v&(‘good faming land and we

were heading for his place.
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The man"s name was J 1m Campbell, and he lived eight

-

miles southeast of Minco. Mr. Campbéll had about four
sections of land broken 1;1 a square. He had ten or twelve
rez;ters, who farmed it on shares. My husband rented and
farmed one hundred acres of land there. . He mage ébout‘ |
forty bushels of corn to the acre and sold his part to
iﬂr. Campbell for twenty-five cents per bu:;hel.

e bought our supplies and got our mail at Iﬁinc;).

#e didn't have a school in our community, but Lir. Cemp-

bell, who had either seven or eight children of school

age,hired a private teacher to cc;:me to his bhome and stay

and teach his child:;én. ‘
kirszmAlinefa Sager was teaching school in Minb at

| -¥Hek i 1891, . / |

In 1891 Minco was a verﬁr busy little tom,a/g the Rock

Island B® i1road was building ‘through and was jua/t one mile

/

" south of town that fall. Lots of supplies we7( shipped to

lilnco and freighted to the near by stores.

//
Mineo always had a celebration on the féurth of ¢
)

- July. 'me rirst one we attended there in 1/892 was a
\

v

buﬁat dmner with horse racing and dancing.

1
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Ye didn't have any church in our. nei borhood until
we organized a Baptist meeting in 1898. %4 met once a
month,‘ winter and 'suffmer. In the sumer we met on the
river and preaching vas held :mder a brush arbor.

- In the winter they met at my house and had services.

W. B. Cro Wtor drove from Purcell every
month to hold servicgs, \

I cons 1d>1>~ crab grasa as being the growth which was
most detrimental to raming in the early dws‘. e were
not bothered with insects, a;n ithere %ere very few we'e\ds.

.There were lois c;f wild 3 lums, and gra'p,es on th;
South Canadian River, which I g thered every ralll and made

" into jelly, We lived in Minco until 1902,

_.5_.—

I have a piece of cotton clioth that was made by my

b i l

d apun the kcotton and vove the;l clot \

. iandmother, in North Carolina, Jn 1

Al'?‘.' 3he grew, carded |

158



