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Warren D, Morse,
Field Worker.
July 9, 1937.

\ .

Interview with W. R. Archer, .
Dunocan, Oklshoma.

<>

I -£artod cowboy life early when I waa thirteen
years old. I—;;ma to Oklahoma in 1890, over'the old
Chisholm Trail. This was about the only one we could
get over. I settled du; east of Duncan on Mud Oreek.

I worked for a rancher, Maxwell, who ren an outfit
just east of Bili Hash;ngton's outfit. I was a fenoce
rider and hgrd rider; this was a dangerous job. .

I worked for Maxwell for some t ime, then started
out for myself. My ranch house v;; not very big. It
was made of raqhidg cottoﬁwood logs that I cut and
heuled over to sn old mill, The mill had no finisher
80 thase boards were rough.and greem., I Just had three
rooms, that was a}l I could afford then, They told me
I should.'ait until these boards dried to build dut I .
‘needed a house 30 did mot wait. I wish you could have

seen that house later. You could almost throw a dog

through the cracks. The best part was the ohimn&y. It
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was made of mud, held together with sticks. "'nxe rloc;r
was uneven and rough when new ;nd after the lumber dried
.1t was worse.
I drove cattle to the Chisholm Treil until the raile
road was built,
lhex;o was quite a utt’fmnt atarteﬁ at this place
after 1 was there a' while; a store and post office were
built. It was first called Are; I think it wes named
for a lady who came there early. It was chued to Claud
later beoause there was another town by the name of ATa.
Mail delivery was siov. We were lucky to get mail
once a week. In rainy weather Wild Horse Creek would
keep us from getting n‘ail sometimes for a month.
| . There were a few log bridges across creeks bu@ they
were no help if tﬁo oreseks overflowed.
The réada were oniy trails. Most of them wgg made
by cowboys on horaoaA.
It was thirty in:a &u this place to Duncan and,
with no roads .it took us some time to make the trip.

After settlemsnt came farming; Ranchers moved out

and left it to us.



