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My fathbr's name was M, D, Mdoy and my mother's
maiden name wasuyrah. Byrd. Bothworo born mNorth |

Cerolina, We ;I.ived in Wise County, ‘l‘exu. iheg,n do- .

cidod to move to Oklahoma. .

) We vere all vory poor, #ad I think that was the

. .deciding factor in our coming to Okhhom. - It was a

land of oppertunity, ° There were same four families of
us: w»y father's family; two brothers and their femilies;
and my husband and I, Of the thirteen in my fatherts
family, twelve are still living, I have eight childrem, -
all living. Ge O, Hensley, me of my brothers, becams
the first sheriff of Jackson County. *

We cams through in thirtecn eovered wagons and a hack,

- I auppose we had ths usual experionces of the pioneecr on -
this trip. There were no bridges and it was noceaaary : |
to ford all rivers and creeksi |

My husband and I settled five miles west and one
, mile north of Alt_us. We filed on a quarter uctioi;,
and as som 'as we vere able, bought anbth& quartel". A
tow ﬁuu_am’&o‘qmt?r of this lend drought §15,500,00
The other brought over 17,000,00. |
The first few years were very hard mdeod,‘principallxw

- becausé we had no start. Ve éc'li'd~not even have sufficient
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clothing. Ir some |of the neighbors had nc’t helped na,

I don't know what 14 would have dme. They helped us
in meny ways, even to loaning us cows to milk.

Ve got our eupplfeb from Vernon, Texas, It took
eano three days to mke the trip. w hu.eband eometimes
, hauled merchandise for the Hightower Grocery at Altus. ( On
one of theae trips his wagon was overtumecl by a head rise |
in the river, and all"h‘ia'merchand'ise got w\et. He had |
several hundred pounds of flour on the load,

: I suppose our ;i'f;ea were similar in all respects to
those of ether pioneers, We lived in a dugout, as did
mny others. Ve made every effort to éei ghead, and we
: succeeded. o |
- Thz‘tom of Altus was very small when we first cams

b ,
to this comtry., There were only shout twelve houses

here, and the first court was held in a dugout. At one ;
| time lots ‘Were otfered free to those who would tence thm
ﬁ.tb ¥ire, but most people were too poor to do this. r;o;
where we lived 'ma»could ses only nine lights ehining
frcm dugout deors. | _

/ though the Indiane never did gs. ;ny‘ harm, we were
in constant fear of thems I i’eiieve, however, we dreaded -

-

&
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prairie fires more than amy other ons thing, One cou;d _
80 casily becoms tr «i 1n . praili;e fires, The graas
, @rew unusually ta.u, and of oourao waa very dry in thc
winter,. A strong wma would carry a fire on with gra&t .
' rapidity end fury. On one Christmas morning a prhiria
fire did tn'oak out, i A small boy threw a match into the

grass and was wnable| to quench tho tire. Smm huge flames
were leaping into ﬁ 6 air and greét volumpa of.amoke drifte

‘ed with the breeze japd the fire traveled in an ever widen~

ing area, - Men 8ll over the country saw this and knew

its figiiric ce. They quickly hooked up their teams,
placed bgrrelg of‘tat'er‘ and guwney sacks in the wegon and -
rushed to the scems, They fought all Christmas day bes,
fore the fire ias rin;llly subdued, '

Then thero was an wusual burial that I_ramanber.' 014
‘grandma Chisum di;d at a time when, Bitter Qroek vas ona - /
. Tempage, . It continued to rise nntﬂ;the wate;; almost e
m;-romdm‘l‘the bhouse, . It rﬁqam;& that way for fl;.ys. -

- Pinally the men made t; raft out of an old wagon bed, They.
placed the corpse on this raft and. swem across to higher ’
\gromd,. where burial was 'inadé. /

Wo killed seventeen rattle suskes ou owr farm ¢
first year we were heres I held my baby in my arms and
killed me of the:o snakes with buffalo hurns.
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Our first cotton orop ylelded us fourtesn bales, W
received foutr ?mts a pomnd for it at Vernon, Texas.
| After eioien years of successful farming, we moved
to Altus and h%‘ve lived here every since., Mr, Austin
died about three years ago. | .
' Well, m:u'” picnm". &ays wore frought rith danger and

hardships, gut}we won out and got our start in life,



