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Field Worker's name Ethel B. Tackitt, Lone Wolf, Oklahoma

This report made on (date) Mey 20, 1937.

1. Name Ottss Frenk Austin

S Srosn— W atmn—er

2. Post Nffice address Lone #olf, Oklehoma

3. Residence address (6F location) Lone tolf, Oklahoma

4, DATE OF MATH: icnsh April Day 28 Year 1880

5. Place of birth _Neer Wellington, Kanses

6. ame of ¥ather George Austin Place of birti Port Hope,
Cansda.
Other informati:n abot father Drilled wells supplying
’ ¢cItXes with water for 60 yrs.
7. Name of !"tlLer Annie Shodderly  place of birth Page County,
owa

Other informatinn abcut mother Very efficient women

Took contract from Government to supply wood to Fort Reno, 1887.

otas or complete narrative by the fisld worker dealing with the
life and story »f tlie person interviewed, Refer to Lfanual for
suggested subjects and questicns., Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached .
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Field Worker, Ethel B, Tackitt,
May 20, 1937.

Interview with 0Oiis Freank Austin
Lone ¥Volf, /gklaham .

I

I was born in Kansas near the line of the Indian Territory
on April 28, 1880. My father, George Austin, was born at
Port Hope, Canada; however, fhe family home was at Star Prairie,

Wisconsin,

#hen father was quite a young men he took up the occupetion

of providing the water supply for the rapidly growing ci'ties
snd towns of the new country west of the Missiad ppi River.

To do %hia he purchased or built the dest well machinery to be
procured at thet time and dug wells for St. Louis, Missouri,
Kansas City, and in faet for most al1 of the growing cities
&nd tomns of the time.

Among the first of these mechines was one called the

Texas Star, which was run by a horse hitched to a pole which

wvalked round and round, drilling & hole thres feet across.
¥ather progressed in this work end finel ly he purchased the
Star 7ell rig, used in drilling the big wellg which were used

for the water supplied to the Saint Louls Xxposition in 1903-4.

¢
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fe have this well rig ulx our femily y;t, kept as a sauve-
nir. ) T S

My mother was Annfe Snodderly Austin, born in Pago
County, Iowe, in 1885. « .

Rer father, Henry Thomas Snodderly, was part owner of the
X I 7T Ranch on Eagle Chief Cresk, in the Indjan Territory,
seventy-five mnu'amﬂmoat of Caldwsll, Kanaes.

Our home was in Kensas nesr the line of m indian
Territory and {t was tho custom of my father %o come dmmQ
into the Territory every Fall end hunt, He would kill ao"
antelops, . . $urkey, prairie chiolmnl and many ?thu
kinds of gams. YThis meat he would dring home an&? 3e}k or

dry for our winter's supply. )
My ecrliest msmory is of accompanying him on these hunts,
which were delightful to me.
In 1886 Tather moved our family $o Fort Feno end he took
a contrzZct with the Govermmsnt to dig wells and supply ut&
for the Fort; this contrect ran fram 1887 to 1889.
- Mother utabuah-d Q oouiuary. old food and olothing,

camed goods, ﬂc., to tho Indiunl. oettlors and -oldiorn.
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She also secured & contrsct from the government to furnish
five thousand cords of wood to Fort Reno. Im order to
furnish this wood, Mother hired men to heul md daliver
the wood et $56.00 per cord. Some of it was hauled'as fer

- as fifty miles dy wagon wit}x tecus of mules, horses, and
oxen. Some of these teams were six, eight ar ten mules,
horsea or oxen hitched. together. The choppers were paid
$1.25 per ocord. Mother boarded many of thess workmen end

others had thelr famlliog along and camped na;' us or nsar

" their work. |
The commisx~ry was a large house built of poles seven-

teen feet long, set in a ﬁemh dug in the sround which was
three Seot deep. Thet loft the wall ten feet high after the
dirt was banked back. In'tha middle of the end wall a longer
pole stood which was sixteen feet high to give piteh to the
roof. Around the upper edge of tina wall was fitted a split
log to make the upper plate amd hold the walls wmgether.
These logs were notched and fitted. The door was left in the
end bﬁt stood to one side of the ridge pole which extended
the length of the building. This had braces under 1t.

Smell logs or poles were 12id close together over the top of



N

" 372
AUSTIN, OTIS FRANK - INTERVIEA. PP )

- -A-

the house and over them was spread a huv'y Inyer of blue-
stemmed sage gr:ss. On top of all thie wis thrown a heavy

. nke or chips were

leyer of dirt. This was & dirt roof. 4
wedged betwean the poles to 111 Iany /rac'ka which were
loft, then the wall was ohinked u‘ mortar made of blue cl@y
mixed with prairie grass and worked into stiff mud. The mud
dried in the ;nc_ku and was ' as eny cuqt.

We lived mostly in teny¥s although ve had dpgouts

At thie time thers wis an Indian Agency at Darlington
and en Indiex school./ The S-c( end Pox, Cheyenne, Cherokees, |
and many other Indiex's came to -Fort Remo and to the Agency.
I-inow more adbout the Caddces beccuse thers wes a white man .
_.named Clerk who vas interpreter and he hed a Caddo Indien |
wife, I aur;cictod with his children end knew meny Indiens
through them. |

Taere was another treding x:ﬂat noax; Fors RQno which was

- K w M . S P ~
. oondd by a man nemed EKvans and his u_n-in-l:", Biggert. This

" was @ plank'honu and had forty-two rooms in it and was tso
stories high. Part of this house was used for bed-rooms.
Behind the storerocom was a canteen where the scldiers

trrded and which was used 2s & nmesting plagce. In the Fall

*
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of 1888,or 'Sprtns‘ot 1889, zome soldiers wore drinking in
this cantesn andabout ua:_uém e lamp was upset and the
"house caught fire sad was completely turned up.

Father qgs@ﬁntng a well not !ar avey and as is
alvays done//a slush pit hu!.bc‘on soraped cut about four
feet deep, Into this was dumped the gxick red mud from the
well, It was :bout midnight and the dr.inins orew was
eating supper.

Captain Mackey's wife, Mrs, lsckey, was avekuned vy
the t'irg and st once thought of !ro, Biggers, wife of the
trading post mnm and her bebdy, ao Hr-. Mackey slipped a
" big comt over her nightgown and put od e peir of Captain
Kackey's: shoes. wnd rushed down to anr osmp to so; 12 she
_0oula find out if Mrs. Biggert and the daby had b_eQn saved
from the fire. We could not tsll her and she rushed out,
going the wrong wey round' the well-meohine 'ana walked
atrusht into the slush pit. Of ﬁmru, we Xnew nothing
of hér plight and the mud came for npabov& her knses. She
lost. both shoes and ctmbha over, drl;ina both srms inte
the mud up to hcr shoulders. Them alie soramdled arousd ansd

g0t herself out and came baek around to where we were. I

3wy &
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imn see har. yot. She was red md plntmd aom fyom head to
.foot. Ehp had left the cuptain’ ahou u the ll‘nah pit am!
was hnldinc up tho ccat 8o abe conm valk, She cems tafo
the nght and ot sourse we stsred. Sha nid "lan yon uy

% .

'hucl biat there is nothing fnny about 18"
Mrs. Bigzert and the dady wepre safe.
"hile i'athn e driﬁing utr vona for the !‘ort |
General Iun went to England ma u ren ont of metertel, 80
had to wait untu he omne bdack. . Fakhaw, with J’aek Elder,
Tim Mumfors lnd Ws. H. Berry took me elong with thu and tan
ttahiu on Mkay Orook, northntt of nnaﬂoher. 'pxoy rode |
hornu &n& hed & cemp ousfit. - “ ‘
o Horidag I vas 1af% et the emp 0 teke gure of tmm
whon four ms rode up and aaked me to fix breekfust for thn.
R hnﬂ bun vell treimsd to &o as 1 was mcam nd asked no
quntlul, 80 I £ixed Weir dreskfast and they ate md u:t -
on their way, ‘hny nr:}}omm-, 'ﬂﬂt' ud Henry Dalton,
g axtthior mn. They Wd robbad the trein betwesn Kingfistsr
j u&f’% m were pmu svay. ‘
h & wry shor$ t{me & posse under Lon Poling, Daputy -
,Uni.t-d States Meradal, came up and ey also asked me to fix
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brsakfast for thn; This I di4 in a hurry but I never let
them know t}mt I had seen snybody. I remembered to mind
n'y om business and not to tell things nor ask questions.

In later yesrs I told both Al Jennings snd lon Poling of these ‘
beppentingn for I have imown both of them in private life.

| In 1868 Mather made the run and got a cleim. He boarded
a2 freight trein at Hainessey snd droppred off st Xremlin, then
walked one end oﬁe—halr miles west whore he lccated on a
well-watered place, It wes the only plece in the locality
which bad pleity of soft water. He knew tshe country and

was l'ﬂﬂl‘ where ‘ho wanted to lomte. ’ b

Aﬁons the first things which he did after we moved onto
the claim was to diga ﬁusout} or oave, as we otlled thenm.
This cave was our bank,

The banks at Tellington, Kanses, snd at Kingfisher were ~
robbed 20 frequently that Father 414 not went o piace our
money {n «f ther one, so he dug down inio the ground some six
or seven feet then walled the sides up with rock. On: one
side he dug out & hole in the wall ani lined 1% with rock end
in this he fitted a tamato srets; that {s, & crete which md

held cenned tomatoes. ¥hen this pine box was fitted into '
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the wall Fether placed $3,000.00 in nalf-gallon, giuo jars

and sorewed the lids on them and placed them in the box.

‘fhen, he fastened the box up &nd sontinuwed laying the rock

wall right over the box and when it was finished no ¢ne

coald tell there was sy difference in this plece and any

other part of the wall. We went on about cur tusiness. I,

only & boy, was left alome to look after the place for a

w@ at & time and we noﬁr .thought of getting robbed.
This money remeined hidden in this cave three yeoars.

Then Father took it ocut emd startsd the first bank at

Kremiin, twelve miles from Enia. /
"hile we were farming here ve made a planter for Poed

by fastening & wash-pan with holes punched around it to &

board, making & whesl and fastening ell behind a bresking

plow. As we plowed gdown one yow, we would plang by turning

thé p&n on the wheel behind the hottom share t;nd coyer the

grain as wo cane bdaock. This was our first plag t;r. mde &t

hows . ‘ “
e also made 2 daydls row planter similear to a sled }

oultivator with a lever worked by hand. |

%hen & threshing mechins was brought into the oonnt}y‘.
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I went to work with §t. I rode from mix to fourteen miles
horaseback, esting break Mast before I went snd coming home
for supper. I out and bound grain and raceive& from 25 to
50 Ganta per day for my work. Food was cheap; bacon cosat
3 cents per pound and flour 56 cenis per sagk. I aaveé
?825.30 during ﬂl{.s seaaon and bought some sslves, paying
850 eents sadh for them.

I remember that I took & notion for a;pair of toothpiek
shoes and they cost $3.50, but I wantezzeahoea awfully bad.
e ‘had Iots of chiokens and got lots of eggs, and I bought
the shoes and peid for thom with eggs at 3 cente per dozeﬁ.

Pige 5014 at 35 cents each and we raised tventy—ﬁvo
hundred bushels of keffir corn and sold it at 25 cents per
bushel. | | |

In 1895 we begen drilling wells apnd furnishiing water
for the Rock Island Railrdid Gompeny on the line batwo;\n
Herington, Kansas, end Chickesha. When the Eangum\liﬁé vas
started west, we worked out on {t from Chickasha to North

_ Fork of Red River on the Kiowa Terri tory line. -

I was much impressed with the country and shea the /

opening came in 1501, I reglstered at X1 Reno and drew

377
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~ riweber 677 but eome men dropped out and I filed on Number 645.

I proved ﬁp on my clsim one-half mile south of lLone
fole, and lifed on 1t until 1908 when I becams substitute
mail caxrier on o rurel line ocut of lLone Wolf.

In 1910 1 received a contrasot as rural meil oarrier and
‘ho've continued on the ;1ob ever since.

I‘ct':usider myself an OCklahowma pionger. '

“ then the town lo%s were sold in Hobart, the county sest
of Kitowa County, 8 ruling way made that nothing dut eash
would be aceepted in payment for the town lots in the opening
of 1901.

Many persons had expacted to pay for their lots with
check or had their nmoney 'in certified checks. We d1d not
learn or the ruling until ,the A=y beror; the sale and there
wns an awful sorowdle to secure oash. Fathei telegraphed to
Chickaeha to the benk to get the-cash resdy snd I hed e
railroad bieycle of the old ftype, ﬁ\xich I rode to Chickasha
end drew the monsy for om'aelwé end some friende who were
ia our group,and caught & freight train dack that nig}xt;

.and we were 8§11 reedy for the sale next mﬁi‘ng‘ Thet was

N
i\
N -
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the most ﬁoney I ever carried.- I 4o not know éxactly how
much {t was but I remember that one of the men had
§8,000.00 and enother $10,000.00. I was not molested for

nobody thought of my heving any money on my personm.



