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'FIELD WORKER JOHNSON H. HAMPTON
Ind ign-Pioneer History s5-149
November 3rd, 1937,

INTERVI!‘ WITH TANDY ANDERSON
Antlers, Oklahoma

Bora September, 18795,

Sardis, Oklahoms.

Father's mame Arlington Anderson
Bora sardis, Okleahoma.

Mother's name Louisa Impsoa
Bora Sardis, Oklahoma.

I was bora in September, 1875, near what is mow
Sardis. My father's mame was Arlington Andersom,
and my mother's mame was Louisa Impson and my grande
father's l;ne was Hotubbee Moore amd my grandmother's
names ;as Hattie Andergon. I do nét know whether my
father or my grandfaéger came from Mississippi or
not, but 1 do mot thimk they did urd I doa't kmow
whether they were raised noa} Sardis or mot. I do
mot think that either one of them was in the Civil
War,

This little place Sardis ;a a small village; it

was once. called Bunchtown and years ago whea 1 was

8 boy .there was no Sardis nor Bunchtown either.
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The country was wild; mo one lived ia there but
a few Indians and they were pretty well scatter-
ed over the hills there, -

These Indians lived several miles apart amrd
then, the first thing we krew there were some
white people who came ik there proépecting and
located some asphalt where Sardis is now. They
built a little store amd gave it the mame of
Bunchtowr. They begen to dig for asphalt and
fourd a good quamtity of it and they hauled it
to Tuskahoma, put it into a car amd shipped
it off; they got lots of asphalt out of this
mine, but they fimally stopped miming here and
aever opesned the mine again., 1 don't kmow what
the trouble was,

antlers is in a valley and some of the country
around it is prairie and most of it hills and moua-
tains and there is a pretty good sized creek that
runs through this valley which i{s celled Anderson
Creek,

-

When I was a boy, the grass out om the hills

™
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and prairies were as high as the head of a msn
on & horse and the grazimg for cattle was fine;
the cane omn the creek was fime so the stock
wintered in the bottom and im the moumtainms
and stayed fat all the year aroumd.

There were small farms in the country; thp
Choctaws had small patches of about five acres.,
" They did not meed big farms them for they had
all the geme that they needed to live om 80 all
they neeiod was some bread oorn,vhieh they raised
oa their five acres for at that time w; could raise
all the cora we needgd on five acres. The Choctaw
womer would have to glke this corm and put it ia
& bowl on the end of a block of wood and beat it
until they made corn meal. This meal is different
from the corn meal wa ge§ out of the stores or what
they call bolted meal., The Indiamr wonen made hominy
in the same way they made their mea’ .

We had about five acres for our farm and we rais-

ed corn, potatoes, beans,peas and other vegetables
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snd Mother had e good many chickens and we had
good many cattle, hogs and ponies.

The stock rem out on the range; there were no
wire fences them so the stock was mot molested by
aay ome, s0 they just grew and went wi;d there.

Boys would gather them up omrce a year for bramding;
they them were turmed loose again to roam where they
pleased until another roumd-up in the Spring.

I mever heard of an Indian agency before the em-
rollment; we might have had ome but we Choctaws did
noct know of it amd w.en the Dawes Comnission came
down to treat with the Choctaw Indians looking to-
ward dividing the land in severalty instead of hold-
ing it in commom and them talked about our givimg up
our laws and &iving our t?ibal affairs over to the
Fedqfal Govefnmnnt; thea we foumd out that we had sn
agency at Muskogee and afier the treaty or agreemeat
vas mnde.by the Choctaw Natiom snd the Dawes Commis-
sion Jume 28th, 1898. We had t? enroll as Choctaws

T

which we didzthinking that we would take up our laamd

as the Atoka Agreemeat provided,
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Later on, the Curtis Act w;s passed wherein
we were to take our land im dollars amd cents so
we took our lamd im dollars amd cents e&nd each
Choctaw was allowed $1,028.41 worth of
land. Some got & hundred and sixty acres accorde
ing to the value placed thereoa by the surveyors.
Under the Atoka Agreemeat we were to divide the
lamd equally,let it be what it mighé,but the
Curtis Acf superseded the Atoke Agreement and
im 1903 they opemed up & lund office at Atoks,
where we had to go to select our land which we
did aad after that we got our lamd patent from
the Muskogee Indiam Yffice.

The first payment the Choctaws got was some
timefin 1893; they got #1l03.00 per head and did
not get any more until Woodrow Wilson was elected
President snd thea they got several paymeats and
the biggest payment was about +300.00 to each

person and the least psyment was y10.00:'and that
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#10.0C payment was the last one the Choctaws got.
I guess the Choctaws do not have any more momey
to their credit; the timber lamd has beem sold out
and the land that was reserved has been sold; every-
thing has beem s0ld tRat cam be s0ld except our
coal has been sold.

My mother had a spinning wheel whiesh she used
to run amd in the wimnter seasom she would card up
some cottom or wool sad then she would put these
cotton or wool threads om the wheel and spin them
into threais; then she would get some kmitting
meedles and kait some socks and mittens for us
children. Some of these threads Mother would
make into sloth amd them she would dye this cloth
with some roots eand herbs. She ;buli dye this
cotton im white, red and black stripes.

My father used to trade at several places;
he would go to Mcilester, atoka, Fort SmithL, and

some times he would go to Demison, Texas; he would
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take & yoke or oxen to make the trip; he bought
our groceries from these places until after the
¥risco Railroad was built amd the little town
of 'Tuskshoma was put up sad them he did his
trading at this place.

I weat to sehool for about ten years al-
together to neighborhood sechools. 1 learned
some things but mot much; I cam speak both
languazel,Choctav and Rngliah,and can write in
Eaglish dbut only a little im Ohoctaw,

I served ia the Ohoctaw Council at Tusikehoms
in 1904 amd 1905 whem Governor Green kcCurtain
was the Chief of the Choctaw; that was about the
last eouncil we ever held before we lost our tribal -
goverament,

I then was aprointed Lighthorseman snd served
until-statehood umder Chief McCurtain amd that was
sbout the omly office 1 sver held umder our tribal
goverament.

I sm Choctaw Indiam; all of my people were Choctaws.
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1 have lived among my owa tribe all of my life
and I mever wes sanywhere else except im our

nation.



