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JTIELD WCRUB ROBERT W. SMALL
Indian -Pioneer his tory S-149
August SO, 1937.

INTERVIEW WITH L. *. ALTUM
204 South 7th bt .
ronkawa, Oklahoma
aorn December 25, 1867, I l l i n o i s .

fa ther ' s name-it. L. Altum
Mother's name-Hebecca i.c Donald altum.

in 1878, the parents of L. W. Altum moved

from I l l i n o i s to s u t l e r county, Kansas. At that

time L. W. was a lad of eleven years .

•*In 1886,_Jw> l e f t Kiowa, Kansas, with a wagon

and teaa.and started across the northwestern part

of Oklahoma to jrort Supply, thence on to Lipscomb,

i*xas . ihen for the f i r s t time he saw the lands

of Oklahoma, on th i s t r ip he crossed the oimarron

ttirer at the old chimney cross ing , west of the

present s i t e of *aynokt, and crossed nearer creek
>

at tor t supply and i o l f ureek at the Duzzard Koost

crossing west of for t supply and near the old stage

ranch where they changed horses on the stage l i n e .

There were no towns or T i l l ages on the t r a i l he (

traveled but he saw l o t s of c a t t l e on the endle«s

pra ir i e s along the way* '
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*Tom early in 188S, to 1894 i.r. Altum hunt-

ed game In wes-tern Oklahoma from a point near the

present s i t e of Oklahoma uity to the rexas l i n e .

in 1889jhe k i l l ed deer, turkey and prairie chicken

near the present s i t e of Oklahoma u i ty .

.there were many hunters in the country and

most of the time ..ir. Altum had two men with him

who also hunted, ihe three traveled in a wagon

drawn by a span of mules and had a tent to camp

in and a l l the cooking utens i l s necessary.

Liuring the spring and sumner months they

sold the game they ki l led each day to a man who

had contracted with them to pay a certain price

for a l l the game which they^ obtained and th i s man

came himself or sent a man to their camp each even-

ing to receive what they had ki l led* xhia game was

put on ice and shipped to the markets of the eas t ,

principally to New xork c i t y , in the winter season

they did not s e l l under contract as a rule but hauled

their game to a ararketing point which was Canadian,

lexas, the f i r s t few years and la ter to aaynqka. They
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only took their game to market when they had a fair

sized load, as i t was usually some distance to travel

and required about two days for the tr ip.

Much hunting was done in the country about

twenty-five milee south of the present s i te of waynoka.

rhere were several creeks/section of country which

abounded in game and predatory and fur-bearing animals

al l of which these three men hunted and trapped.

in their f irst experiences in this section of

country jyir. witum and his two companions became con-

fused about the location of their camp after they had

wandered here and there Hhrough wooded sections and up

and down the different creeks for several hours. ihey

soon learned that they could find the exact location of

their camp from mo:t any part of the country by a high

hi l l or knoll on the summit of which the Indians had

erected a pile of stone that was visible for miles in

all directions, rhey knew the location of their camp

from thi« high h i l l with the pile of stone on i t s summit

and could ©ocn go directly to their camp from any section

of the country.
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Mr. Altum received around .,2.00 each for

small deer and aa much as ,4.00 for a large buck;

pra i r ie chickens were sold under contract for 15

cents each and quail for $1.50 per dozen, ne says

that during the winter months in the black jack

timber country the pra i r ie chickens were plentiful

because they went there to feed on the acorns from

the black jack t r ees . Mr. ^ltum has found as many

as eighteen acorns in the craw of a prair ie chicken

when i t was being dressed, ne l a t e r sold prair ie

chicken at their marketing point for th i r ty cents

each and some times would se l l other game for much

abore their contract price in the winter time. Mr.

rtltum f i r s t used a Michards lo gauge shot gun; a

l i t t l e l a te r he bought an L. O. anith 1G gauge gun

and s t i l l l a t e r , he used a Winchester repeating

shot gun of 10 gauge type.

•:r. nltum also had a 40-60 calibre lwarlin

r i f l e and a 38-70 Winchester r i f l e , ne bought

shot in twenty-fire pound bags for ^1.25 and poider

in 5 pound lots for yd* 00 per pound and primers
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for about 15 cents per 100. ne re-loaded his

shot gun shells himself and thus got his ammu-

nition at the lowest possible cost.

ne had a oiberian blood hound-a large

dog, that was very strong and active and a good

fighter; at one time a i,ofer wolf chased the dog

around in a circle near him in the woods unt i l

the dog caught sight of ..r. Alturn, when he turned

and stood his ground and a fierce fight ensued in

which the dog came out victor, k i l l ing the wolf.

wr. nltum also had a fine well trained bird

dog that was worth much money to him in hunting.

^he cattle~men i:d standing rewards of ;2.50

for each coyote scalp and #20,00 for each ^ofer rvolf

scalp but the skins of coyote and _ofer wolves had no

market value at a l l at that time. Musk ra ts were very

plentiful in places but their fur was unsalable at

that time.

in the winter time at night i:x* Altrum would

hur t with his dogs for skunk and coon^both of which
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were r a the r p l e n t i f u l . Skunk h ides were eold a*

t h i r t y cento each and coon hidea for for ty cents

ap iece . There was a beaver dam across Beaver creek

a t one place which was raided by hunters who drained

the dam and k i l l e d near ly f i f t e en hundred beavers .

Mr. Altam caught some of the beavers in t r aps and

k i l l e d them and acid t h e i r p e l t s for ^8.00 ap iece .

Kr. Altum has k i l l e d as many as n ine ty-four

p r a i r i e chickens in one day and an average days k i l l

of quai l and p r a i r i e chickens was about three dozen

of each.

About th ree out of every f ive shots r e su l t ed

in a k i l l , but he has k i l l e d as many as f i f t y qua i l

without missing a s h o t .

Deer were hunted a f t e r n i g h t - f a l l with success

by us ing a l i g h t fastened on a con t rap t ion worn on a

man's head. This con t rap t ion had a p iece of b r igh t

t i n made in to a r e f l e c t o r which threw out a l i g h t

tha t stunned the deer or caused i t t o look in amaze-

ment for a few moments and then the deer would slowly

proceed toward the l i g h t u n t i l i t reached the d i s t ance
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at which the hunter desired to shoot, if a deer

heard a noise or if any object moved between the

deer and thia light, the deer would get scared

and run away. 'Ifcese hunters killed several deer

in a single night by use of this light.

One vary cold winter when the creeks were

frozen over in a section that had much wet marshy

land where moss grew in immense quantities in the

water and where "Tulia" ponds abounded, they kill-

ed an unusual amount of game of all kinds because

the ice prevented the easy escape of game from the

hunter, under ordinary conditions these "Tulia"

ponds afforded! refuge for many different kinds of

game.

At one of their camp grounds an Indian was

noticed on different occasions, ne would come up

in sight and after a few minutes would go away.

One day he came a little closer and kr. Altum call-

ed to him to come over and eat; he grunted and came

on to the camp and ate a hearty meal,after which he
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made Mr. Altum understand that he invited him to

come to hia Indian camp and that he would show

him much game country.

Mr. Altum went and as promised he was taken

into a section that had much game in it and he kill-

ed lota of game that day but was not permitted to

extend the hunt, tie learned that the Indian was a

ecout, having a Government horse and wearing a uni-

form, A number of the Indians, who were Cheyennes,

lived at. that place in their tepees. ,

i'j.Altum camped near Meridian Lake on the

boundary line of Texas and Oklahoma;at times, water

became scarce in that vicinity and he would kill

many prairie chickens that came in great numbers

to the lake for water. The lake covered four or

five acres of land and had been a watering place

for game animals and fowls from the earliest periods.

ne lived chiefly on bacon and beans and sour

dough biscuits during the years he hunted wild game*

he says it was the greatest:time of his life and re-

grets that he cannot find a place now where he could

stalk deer.
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Mr. Altam with h i s fa ther made the run at

the opening of the uherokee s t r i p .

b t a r t i n g from the l i n e west o f Arkansas

c i t y , Kansas,they made the race in a spring wagon

and when they reached a poi'nt s e v e r a l m i l e s south

of the Kansas l i n e , d i scovered a p r a i r i e f i r e com-

ing toward them. They stopped t h e i r team and s e t

the grass on fire and after i t had burned a sufficient

apace they drove their team and wagon onto the burned-

over part to escape the onrushing fire and after the

fire passed them, they proceeded southward again

and when about two miles from present s i t e of M.twine

they saw an old man running about over the prairie

looking for his wife who had been separated from

him when the fire came upon them. This old man

asked tor. Altum to help him find his wife. tor.Alturn

went down to a creek nearby but the creek was dry

and he started out through what had been a green

brier thicket and ran onto the body of the old man's

wife, burned almost beyond recognition, he called to
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tii© old man who came hurriedly and in a few

minutes many men had gathered on the scene and

Mr. Altum;knowing that he oould be of no further

s e r v i c e , got into h i s wagon and drore on across

the creek that was dry and out upon the prair ie ,

where they observed no one in s i g h t , While

they were d i scuss ing the a d v i s a b i l i t y of driv ing

the ir claim stake on the land upon which they

stood, they observed a man not far d i s tant who

got of f h i s horse and put h i s stake down and

since Mr. Alturn's father said that he did not

want to enter into any contest or squabble over

the land, although they had s e t foot on the claim

f i r s t they drove away and f a i l e d to ge t a c laim.

\ About f ive minutes before, "high noon" when

the s igna l gun was to be f ired the men who had been

standing i n l i n e holding t h e i r horses decided they

would a l l mount and be ready to dash away when the

gun was f i r e d . A man from Massachusetts who was
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riding a fine looking horse had let his horse

get fro* tinder control and i t dashed off across

the prairie a l i t t l e way with him and a soldier

shot the rider,kill ing him. When the multitude

heard the report of the gun they a l l thought i t was

the signal gun and they a l l started in a mad race,

•jfte soldiers were powerless to stop the great throng

although the line started a few minutes before the

actual time for the run.


