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Field Workerts name Rush X, Moon

This report made on (date) Qotober 28 « 28 ) 193 7

1. Neme Reveread L, J. Anthis

2. Post 07tice Address Guthrie, Oklghoma

3. Residence oddress (or location) 316 North Broad Street

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month September Day 23  vcar 1860

5. Place of birth Richland County, Illimois

6. Name of Father Madisor Anthis Place of birth F1limois

Otuer information about father Tormer aad preacher

7. Name of Mother Georgia Ama Jemaner Plece of birth Kemtueky

Other information atout mother With husbanrd piomsered im Illimois

whea it was aevw country

Notes or complete narrative by the fiecld werker dealingz with the life and
story of the .erson initerviewed, Refir to Manual for sugecsted subjects
.and questions, Continuc on tlank sheets if neccssary and attach firmly
this form, Number of shcots attached ¢ 10 .
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ANTHIS, L. J. (REVEREND) ‘ INTERVIEW 9024
Math B, Moo
Interviewer
October 25, 1937. + s
| Interview with Reverend L. J. 4Anthis
316 Rorth Broed Street, Guthrie, Oklahoma.
The pareats of the Reveremd L. J. inthis moved from
~ Illinois to Cowley County, Kamsas about 1875, and there the
| s0R grew up, He spent some time during the years of '87 and .
'98 as a eowboy on various ranches dows across the 1line, most
of it on the Tuttle Ranch on Turkey Creek, which was also
"ealled the lMule Shoe Banch. Sometimes there were more than
twenty thgu-nd head of uttle' on this range. L. J. Anthis
kmow and worked with ivem G. (Parson) éarnard. author of "A
Rider of the Cherokes Stripf. and kmew, first hand, many of the
experiences related in thf book. On Easter Sunday 1888, Joha
01l ard L. J. 4athis saw two big "Lofer"” wolves and raeed
_after them for rouf. or five .n}'lru and Mr. Anthis l‘atao;d his a.nd '
killed 1¢t, but the ;61f Zoll was after ot away. At that time
© there was a $20.00 bounty for évery wolf that was killed offersd
by the Cctt;w:'l Apobciution, but the bounty hnd. to be elaimed
at Caldwell, Kansas. Mr. Aathis did ot go to Caldwell until the
yourth of July and by that time the bounty had beer reduced to
$5.00. o
‘Coyotes 414 so ‘llttle daxage that early u}flors peid mo

"*%, attemtion to them. But wolves could kill a lot of cattle ia the
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;1nter vhen the efoek;wee poor eed weak and cold, Dur-
ing the summer months the cattle could defend themselves;
this rect eeeounted for the difference 1n the amount of Y
the bounty peid at dirrerent times of the yesr and thia
was ?he last time that Mr. Anthis ever saw a wolf on the.
renge. Oee sunmer (probably in '88) he farmed in the
Osage country and in the border $own of Maple 71ty, near
Arkansas City. He’%ecene aequainted-with Miss Anande
Blakesley. Her father hdy sold his ferm in Washington
0qunfi;/%enees, about 1886 and had-moved down o Maple
City, so he would be ready for the rush for land when

the lerritory. should be opened., The Blekesley family

was large, ten childres, and almest three years of wait-
wee Ao%s

‘ing there had used up the money that they had expected to

use to get sterted in the new land. It took three sacks

of flour a week just to keep the Blakesley family in bresd.
Se; by the time the country was really opened to settlement,
they were prectieelly out of money, Two of tee older eene'.
who were still ferning in Kenees helped them out during those

firet lean years. v : L e

Mr, Anthis and Miss Blakesley were married on New

%
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Year's Diy '89, and started to tar;{x nAear Maple "ity,
Ksasas, but vhen they learaned that leahona was act-
ually to .be pemsd on April 22, Mr. Anthis left his
young wife there amomg relatives while he weat dack
to Arm;a- bity, where he and four relatives joined
- & company of seventeen n1vi1 Var Veterans who were
meking the race together, The soldiers had built a
sml]l ferry, just large enough to carry one wagon at
a time and this they hauled down to the Salt rork of
the Arkansas uivér and mede plenty o; money trans-
ferring people's goods across. the river, which was
very high just then., ‘t'he team was tied behind the
‘ferry, and the horses swam across, helped by the men
who pushed with their breasts against the ferry bdoat,
which was op&atea by ropes wound around the whole

" load and é_onnected to a pulley or the shore. ‘the
Anthia-Bhfualey gronp' had agreed to help ope;ate
this ferry in order to ge_t‘thdr own things across
th;u river, aad Mr. Anﬂxis‘worked';:dl one night and
the next day for that privilege., Many people ~pud
$15.00 or $20.00 te b; ferried across. Just when

most of the crowd was over, the river began falling
\ _

43¢
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fast, and b&e stragglers were able to ford it.
\

Mr, Amthis' whole company settled in the neigh-

borhgod of Mulhall (called AXfrdéd at first) and of the

tventy-two men who made that run together, only one of
Mr, Anthis' brothers~ia-lsw and Mr, Anthis himself are
still alive, Mr. Anthis' claim was just & mile end a

eagt of the town,

half south:and a mile and a hal

Mr., Anthis earried the first mail between Adfred .

and Perkins., It was a Star Route, and required three .
- teams and the horses were chamged 4t "Jlarkson and |
Cimarron City each way. Mr. Anthis\made a daily roung
trip drive of sixty miles, and earriled that route for
thirteen moaths. He furmished ome o the teanms, and'
the renumeration weas $1.25 per daye.

- " There was a gommunity i{n é;yno teunty which had

i
. b
been settled by Sooners, The Emberys and rerrills

)

were two of these families. Mr., Anthi

~ greceries out from Alfred to Mrs. Terrill, as the Star

“

"

Reutes carried packeges and passengers too. ‘rthere was
an investigation on about who were Sooners, and xTe.

Terrill remarked te Mr. Anthis ome day, “If anyone

I used to bring .

437
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})othero Mr. ‘lerrill a\ out Ais title, he would just
.lhOGt him down", Just \two weeks later Mr. Terrill,
'ha"us a member of the' irst Territorial Legisla-
ture, killed his nef ghber\Rmbery at the Land Office
in Guthyie, because Mr, Embery had testified ageinst
him, ?bery had riddqﬂ out\home on the hack with m‘,.'
Aathis just two or three dayh before he was killed,

Before Mrs. Anthis first came to:thd r claim
she thought that her husband had made a dugout for
them to live in and he did not teli her that he had
built a 14 x 16 foot box house instead, 48 far as e
it went the house was well constructed, dbut wr.
Anthis could not afford enough lumber for a floor.
In the ht; Fall of'1889 Mr. Anthis went to the . - |
ltation to'/ue;t his wife an;l tiny baby girl, and
then they ;n started off across the preirie to
their new home, It was not far aﬁy for they could
travel\ "as éhe crow flies" then as g0 little of the
land had boer.s broken or feneed. that one did not
have te go around by sectien linea, Soon agra. anth-
is caught sight of the little bex house, at;d ;aid,

"Oh, 1f I could omly have a house like that, i would

438
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4 ! / . o/ P
be 0 proud!"™ Vhen Mr. Anthis stopped the horses in
s,‘(‘ /

* o/ /
front of it, she asked, "Why, vha?/are we stopping

'T want to get home". ,4hen he told her that .
/
that was thieir house and "I was/the happlest woman in
| . /
Mrs. Anthis sayl.//"uy husband made it all

here for,

the world{k
neat and nicde by papering the/ walls with*newspapera
1t was l*uanngprul house, 1t had t!o
windows and one door. And/
ed on seeing every bit of our land, 80 Mr. anthis carried
the baby and Le walked ali around the edges of our land
and all over it. I was never so happy in my life, unless
it ;aa when we finally got a floor in our house, oune of
Mr. Anthis' brothers had s saw-mill en his p;ace near
Seward, and he sent us word that he had t;ken a lot of
logs tor doing custom sawing, and would give us enough -
to make us L kloor if we would come after tﬂen and 1t.

" was & proud day when we first had a floor. it seemed

a little queer at first though, for the floor was put
in several ’guohea off the ground, and it made the win-

dews. seen éo much lower than usual and soon these floor-

ing boards shrunk, and créckl at least an {nch wide were

4he very next marning I insist-
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these meathered boards up, plaged tren, and fitted them

1he reeult/ﬁas al good fleor that

Mr, Anthin had alui been a ‘ﬁible student, and

had been converfed in a g g evenge;istic meeting held

/
in Arkenses ity in lj?Q/and almost immediately after
/

settling in ahems, y gan to help organize sSunday

Sehoola, and te preaé& in school-houses. 18 1802 he

was ordained a minist ot the ﬂh;iatian.uhurch in the

Anttech Church near Mulhall, -hicﬁ he had helped &0 °

organise, He had finished a courbe from a theological
Heights Kantucky, and from then on

s life work, ﬁut he continued to ra:n
. | 1
" %0 oxpenses. | "

|
// Besides t?p Antioah "hurch# Mr. /Anthis helped to

orgnnizo a ehugkh at Flnrklon, %d one at yulhall and

only about ten years age he helped to re-organize the - --

werk et Antiesh and Mulhall, He has preached in school-

4490
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| houur? and oounti'y shurches all through this part of ‘the
eountry, but among these plages where he hds served reg-
ularly are Orlande, 11u§b;11, Petter, larkson, nulhall,
Antiesh, Green Mound, Glenaos, Cashion, Ptedmont, ‘waterloo
and Harmony. His last rogulut work was with the union
Chureh at Harmony, which i; south and west of qutﬁrio. /

li

About seven years ago Mr. Anthis suffered a stroks of
paralysis and since his recovery the doctor has forbiq-
den him to preach., He says that it is harci' to0 see so’
much work that needs to be done, and realize that he can -
not do any of it., When Mr, Anthis expressed this feel-
ing to an 01d aequai ntanes one day, the man“said, "But
Reverend Anthis, 'you are helping., ‘lhe people whom you
helped shen you were able to work, hundreds of them, are
atill‘active, and_‘artor them, their children will be car- |
rying or 'so that your work yv;ll be living and growing
Rany years from now"., That thought made mr. Anthis feel -
a 1lgt better,

The Anthis family la"reallg} hard times during
tﬁo first hard years, His ministry t<.)ok a great deal ‘

~

of time but the farm work had to go on if they were to

oat, Many a time, Mr, Anthis had to drive fifteen or

-
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twonty niloa to preach a funeral sermon leaving his wife

at heme plowing the corm, She became a good shot and

~_"

/

furnished maay a/meal by killing prairie chickens or
quail, or oatatyzxg rabbits. Their 1little do,é would /Ahaso

a rabdit 1nto//a certain holiov tree and Mrs., Anthig with .
& forked "ifk kept there for the purpose would ’ st the
rabbit out /and pull off /ho head for the dog. She oar-
ried the baby aleng wi;h her on these farays.

Yater had to /oe carried from a oresk/quite a dis-
tanee from the hom/ Umally Mr, Anthis b*rought in water
anough to last his/ wife while he was gone; but she remem-
ben'uone time when she just had to have uater. She oould
‘nat '/eu'ry éhe baby and two buckets, amd she was afraid to
leave the child alone. But, finally she decided to tie
the baby in her high-chair, and they hurry. She ran all
, ;he way to the well and back with the water, to find that
/;ho baby had eried herself to slesp, and was slumped over
f "to one side just held up by the heavy cloth by which she

¢
7 |
/ was tied to the chair back. Ome day some prairie chick-

ens were druiming mot far from the house and Mrs. Anthis.

/
)

/ crulog clese to tﬁn, and iying., flat on her stomach,

.-

...,

a

teok aim and fired., :She did not know that Mr. Anthis ‘hadl
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" leaded the gun with bmokshot in the hope of getting a
deer and when she pulled the trigger the gun kiqkzd se
hard that it almost broke her nose, but she got her
prairie oﬁickons for dinner. Th; nearest they ever
eame to being completely out of feod was once when they
ran oﬁt of flour. Mrs, Anthis sf{Pted out the meal in
which her yeast was kept, and made soms cornbread out
of it,

They dug a well clBse t0 the houss after awhile.
" Mr, Anthis would be lowered into the.well by Mrs, Anthis'
father, who lived acress the road and he woulci ;113 away
down there, “very little i}ilg Mrs., Anrthis would go out
and draw up the dirt, but when her husband was ready tg
be pulled out, her father wuld do that., Ome day, Mr.
Anthis hit a glancing blow with his pick and a roak hit
.him 15 the eys. His father-in-law was not there just
then, and Mrs, inthis told her husband to climb inte the
Suckot and she would try to pull him up, The well was
thirty-three feet deep dbut she mansged to pull him up
far enough for hii to grasp the edge of the well before

. she eollapsed, The water in this well was not extra
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geed, but there was plenty of it, and it was close .to
the houae.
An 0ld trail ran through the iAnthis plswe. One
day they saw some meén on horsebaek running their horses

around in the cormfield that was close to the trail.

‘Mr. Anthis took his dog and walked down that way. Mrs,

Anthis and a sister-in-law, watching from the cabin, saw
revolvers flashing in the‘sun-hine and ren all the way
down there expecting to find Mr. Anthis deads But by
the time they had gotten there the desperadees had rid-
don on, Reverend Anthis said that the de-penngea were
druak and did not noties him, but drew their gums to
shoet the barking dog. Some of them dida't want to kill
the deg so they rode on., Late one night, as Reverend and
Mrs. Anthis were returning home from the Potter "huich;
they saw several men on horseback by the side of tho)road
and were pretty ﬁ;dly scared, but were allowed to pass

without being molested. At this time there were many

| horuo-tﬁiowes and cattle-thieves cpditting in the neigh-

borhood., For eerie and lonesome feelings Reverend Anthis
thipks that riding home alone from the Potter “hurch sbout

fifteen miles on a cold, still night, with a 1ittle snow
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on the grougd would take the prize. éoyofos and wolves
vould—follnv him most of the way, howling lonesomely.

Mr. and Mrs. Anthis have friends throughout Logan
Tounty and several other counties who still feel that //
Reverend Anthis is their pastor. It is hard fer them
'to realize that he cannot marry their children or buix%
their dead, but they know he is till their rriend;p /
Two sons of Reverend and Mrs. anthis operaée a groéery
store in Guthrie and the Reverend Anthis helps out there '
8 bit when he is feeling up to 1t. Mrs. Anthis has a #/
rose garden that takﬁ: all of her. spare moments., toth
are, of course, very much interested in the wark of the

First “hristian Church of this city where they attenq

regularly.



