Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



——— S

NI v oy . e
,u:DX{‘\‘bJ, Jb...-o PO R WY

390

INDEX CARDS

Coalgate - Coaltown

Mines

Civil War - Government blacksmith
Choctaw Nation

Lehigh

Durant - Dixon Durant

Arrowheads - manufacture-

Tom Fuller

Byrd's Mill

Boggy Depot



ANDREWS, JOHN, INTERVIEW.

Gruce Kelley, Field Worker
Indian-I'ioneer iistory
June 15, 1937

Interview with John Andrews of
Eenryetta, Oklsho a.

Mr. Andrews was born in 18¢6 at ! obile, Lissouri.
His fether, John F. Andrews, was born/?icon County,, is-
souri., 1iother, Nenny Hewxins, 'orn in Ducktown, Tenessee.
Reginning of Coalgaté, Coel tcwn
In 1888, when I was thirte nfye&rs old, we cane by
trein to vhere Coslgete is now., fhe No. 1 Slope was i{dst
;tarting, no other rines were there until later ‘Tether
ves & tlecksuith end I stood on a box to reach [the hencle
of the bellows thet I "blowec". e were vorking “or the
Southwestern Cosal Counpany.
Wade Fampton worked with father. ie was gert v.ite,

part Jadien and vert negro end had nce been tie slave

of &n old Incien, Eligh Fulton. {(ue dey, eithér before tle

Civil Wer :>r close to the beginning of it, his|owner left
for, ne taought, ‘.eshiangton o: importent Indi businiess.
" 485 soon as ne wes sure tnet he wis pone, Vace §ot his
ovner's best sad.le on his best .orse, and iLis|ovner's
overcoet, gun anc things ne thiught he would need sand
left., He scouted u:til after the T asnd 1 think ne

861l he went to Kanses but I'm not sure. Eligh Fulton

E)
o'fered 8 £ood revard rut noboldy could findé him. He wes

8 Government Zlacksnith before ue vent to work with father,
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That was called open land, it belonged to the whole
Choctaw Nation end any Iédian could fence in wheatever land
he wanted with ut peying for it. A white person hed té
pay twenty cents a month to stay or live there, hut thet
vas 8ll the taxes he haa to pay. He cwmld fence a ferm,
keep four or five hundred cattle or Go any work for a
living after paying that to the Choctew Neticn. The min-
ing coupany checked that off of each person's check every
month and paid it to the Indians.

Sam Srsllwood, a well educated Choctaw, was the Inter-
national weighmen vho cene aro.nd to the mines end got the
Royelty for the Indien Agency st Muskogee.

Y At Tirst there was only one store at Coalgate and
most o the tradi -g was done at Lehigh,.
Lehi gh )

There were twelve or fifteen stores of ell kinds,

a pool hell, and a bank, it was a pretty good sized town;
now it is just a flag s?ation wvi thout a Postoffice,

Philips is another that\is just on the map but not
a town now,

. other
Vuen Coslgate boomed, the/places went down) at one

time Coalgate had four banks. ‘Xivery two weeks the mining

peyroll was fron seveaty-five to a huncred thousand dollars,
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twenty-five thousand men were ﬁérking'in the mines. I%

g
£

was made the,County'Seat when Statehood came in,
Destrucf;ve Cyclone

In thé first part of {ﬁne, 1909, a cyclone cane from
the sogth;est ovér the wegé or best residence part of
town, wqﬁt out to the nogéheast, 1éaving forty wounded and
fifteen who died from g;e injuries.

;Arrow Heads

,bixon Curent, th; Choctaw Durent wes named for, told
me h;w they made agééws and he had a lot of arrows to show
me, too. He was eéghty years old thep, a nice Eap;{at
prgacher, tut hgf%es a bad young‘ﬁan. Ee said: Threy
went way off apéut Sa]liggw, for there wes no rocgs like
. they neeéed nﬁgr Coslgate, 8nd got round flint rocks and
brought themfhome. They were stacked in a pile with a
lot of woqﬁ:piled on top of them. A fire was rﬂae to get.
them riggé hot., Then the persons making the arrow, got an
oat or ﬁ%eaf straw and a pan of weter., The straw was dipped
‘into gée water then Leld over the rock which had been reted
out 5} the fire, and the water dronping on the hot rock
caééed it to chip. Tiey would keep dropoing weter where

they wanted it to chip until it wes the shape desired.

Then they ot & stick about & foot snd & helf long and
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aplit it a-little way or both ends. The scuare edge vas

put into one end or split and buckskin was wrapped around

3

them to hold them together {1 magi.e like graft’i:;‘g G.Z'f.)
. » ~.
[

A fegither was found thet wes suitarle end flasteced in the

A

other end to make it 70 strai¢ht and -it the ta‘rget.-
I h,_ve the largest arrowvhesd I ever sax J.t is three
end a helf inches across, of gray flirte. ° heve thoucht

13 . r -~ .% *
of putting it in "he llus wr at Ckiulcees ™ I lEve seen them

-

vith stripes every color of ithe rai:bow ar d they “were Si‘LI‘F:’ly
o
pretty. 4nd to think thet they were e de Titrovt tco0ld of
ary kind ngies “hen more vosderful,.’ :
. Tow Eullér, Corn Recipe of Cloctuvs
They would teke a log and seaw it oXf about tve fect
high exd hollow it out, leavi .z a sood tottom. Zorn wa
Put iz this hole wnd poun’ded with e rellet {0 mele coarse
srits, which were cooxed with all kitds 0f nmeat in sreet
biz pots, very ood ‘c'astir-g ad satisfyinge
sadge dodge was a; wealtuy Choctaw {cuarter-bliod) who
owned a tig ranch taree miles southeazst of Coalsate na t‘n‘e

odre lereantile Compeny storce Tre 010 vlace is still theve

but the owo;;nd'is in femms now. ' "
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The half and guarter breeds were the Len ones, e

fhen tley were drinking.
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Thezagullbloods, the old ones, hed no herm in them.
Boggy .Depot and Bird's Mill
Vhen 1obking for'ca%tle for a rancher, I was at
these places but I can/t give a very good.'ocation of
them. Whenever we w pted to go enyvhere we just "set
the course™ and her, ;y ever ftiled to cone out just rig t

/

for we knew the cg mitry, but we never thought of niles
end hardly ever,éhéught of the directions but usedbland-
marks. There wefé no secti us and the only fences were
soﬁe.lndian's corn patch which was usuelly on creek

Bird's 111 was near Atoks, southwesflof Coelgate
and northesst of Tishomingo. There wss a powerful sprdgg
there et the mill, 1t was so powerful thet it ren the
mill and made a big creek. “here is no telling how long
it had been there.

Soggy Tepot wes an old trecing p2et nertavest of

Coslgeate,



