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ADANS, HARRY K. \ -+ INTERVIEW, fasss

Jas 8. Bushanan \ N
Investigator,
Janvary 18~-13, 1938,

An Interview with Barry K. Adsms
Muskoges, Oklahomm,

I was born Oatober 1, 1879 at Nashville, Illinois.
My father was David Adams, Irish, his father migrating %o
Shis ocountry from Ireland. My mother was Henryetta Akins
u-.. B |

an;MInl Sten yoars of age my parents moved
to the Iadien Territery, stepping at Muskogee. Seon after
eoming $0 Muskogee my tﬁt}ht was appeinted Deputy United
States Marshal wnder T. B. Needles who was t’hc firet Tnited
States Marshal appeinted in this‘.!i..m.t of the Indian
Territory, Father served as deputy wnder Chief Needles,
then S, M, Rutherferd during his term, thea under lese B,
Beanstt until he resignel the servies ia 1907, serving &
tetal of eighteen years in the servige of the United 3tates
Deputy Marshal.

After coming te Muskogee, I attended ssheel at the

Barrell I?nuntt. Prefessor Brewer was $hs principal end
Mrs. §, L. Jackeen, now of Muskogee was the musie Sessher,
/



ADAMS, BARRY R. INTERVIEW, f1s86¢

Later 1 attended the W, T. C. U, school for doys
situated just east of what is now 'C' Jtrest between
Broadway and Okmul ges.

About 1893 I went to work in the Muskogee post
office as elerk under ¥, C. Habbard, postmmster; also
under Frank Berry who suseseded nr‘. Eubbaxrd as postmaster.
Leaving the postal serviee, I ascepted a position in W,C.
Jackson's jewelry store which was located en Main Street
south of Breadway, a ome stery duilding. After about twe
years with ¥, G, Jasksoa, I went %0 work in M, L, Braghen's
Drug Store whick was also situated on Main Street between
Brosdway and Okmulges. I remained with Mr. Bragdon sbout
e year, $hen returned to the post office as slerk under
Frank Berry, postmaster, also under H. T. Egtes who succeedod
Yrank Berry ss postmaster.

Leaving the post offiee, I sscepted a position as bajl-
iff in the Federel Cours u’nﬁor-uo K, Benno#¥t in 15956, where

1 served in different cappeities until Sésteboed in 1907,
*THX BRUSH COURT™.
i

In 18968 when the Friceo Railroed was building detweea
’ C =
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Sepulps and Oklshoms City thers was a grest deal of trouble
through that part of the Territory, orimes ranging from mis-
demeanor to murder. Muskogee being the closest Federal Court,
in mos on;a the azgrisved parties would go 4o the troutlwe
of traveling to Muskogee t0 seoure & warrani for the arrest
of the offending parties, they would take ihe matter in their
owz hands, which in many sases run}tod in killing. Condi-
tions grew from ded %o wo;-u WR$il United States lhrml Leo
E. Boxnett wens $o Naghinghen and odiained porlh’sion from
the Attorney General te establish a traveling ceurt as it
sssssd i{nposaidle te bring the troubdbles into court,

All preparations were made and e caravan egquipped for
the expedision, consis$ing of wagoms £Or begeage snéd equip-

mezt, chusk wagon, hseks and buggies for tr@nomuon end
R . o
saddle borses for the pbsse of Deputy Maramls. Whem the...

saravar was osmpletsly aquipped and sll arrengsments were
made, we left Muskogee in August.

Included in the personnel of this "BErush* court, es
it was named due to its transient and various loostions,
was ths United 3tates Commissioner, Dave Ysnacey presiding

{

as Judge, as at that time in the Territory the United States

r
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Commissioner had authority to try oriminel cases; Leo E.
Bennett, United States darshsl with the following deputies;
Bud L.dbottox:: lon Dﬂia,‘i‘s‘ﬁl Sarker, my father, Duve
Adams, and myself; & negro cook by the name s Hill sright,
who incidentally was & former bugler of the oldi 10th Jewal~
ry; and a negro teamster whose namse I cannot remember.
leaving Muskogse we tock s westerly direction and aft-
or @ hard days travel we camped the first night on Mountain
Creek near the old "Spike S" ranch. The next day we pre-
ceedod to & place on Polecat Creek whers we made camp near
Sspulpc, from where we hed baon reseiving many eomplaints of
law violations. The officers mede a reid in Sapulpe, bresk-
ing up and olesning out seversl questionable places and
gambling joints and making several arrests. No trials were
held €there as all p.r‘tiu made bond. leaving there Qur next
stop was just west of Ksllyville where we eamped about Shree
days while the otticc;z"bro scouting the vicinity and at the
same time waiting for s big stomp dance that was to take place
a} the 0ld Tuskegee stomp lgromd on Little Deep Fork southeast

of Bristow. DBresking osmp nsar Kellyville, we made it %o

"~

’ &
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Tig&r Jagk's plage south of Kellyville that evening where we
apent the night. Starting the next morning we made Jease

Allen's ranch southeast of Bristow for dinncx:. Leaying

Jesse's place we proceeded to & place near the Tuskegee

stomp ground, arriving thers late in the afternccn and making
oamp ubout(thrae quarters of & mile from the stomp grouad and

on the opposite bank of Little Deep Fork. Outposts were imme-
diutclg established in the vieinity of the oamp and during the
onning sach straggling Indisn who approached the camp was taken
into eustody and detained in camp until that night s0 as to pre-
veut them from informing others of our presence in tho vieinity,
That night at the proper time we made 2 raid on the ntap ground
and due to a ocomplets surprise, the reid was s mco“ and ree
sulted in the arrest of nine people for whom we had warrsnts.

The p&xt day we held sourt in the oamp on the benk of Little Deep
Fork and a1l prisoners who wore found guilty wers bound over, and
dus t0 the lack of facilities for confining the prisoners, we
would shaskle them and chain them to trees and tent posts., We
were {n that osmp five days and the posse was dusy mz;ring that
pari of ths eountry for parti~s when we had warrants and ocecasion-

ally bdringing in other prisoners for trial.
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There wa; & gang known as the Hughes gang led by three
brothers by the name of Hughes who had been giving trouble in
that viginity for some time. About three o’clock one morning
Bud lLedbetter, Lon Lewis, Jesse Allen and Tiger Jaok left
csmp on the trail of the Hughes gang, Detween dayl!ght and
sunup the officers contacted the gang, supposedly coming in
from one of their raids, the officers commanded their arrest
which immediately resulted i{n & gun batile and the death of
one of the Hughes brothers, another brother was brought in by
Jease Allen and later in the day Bud Ledbetter and Lon lLewis
oame in together with another member of the geng. Later while
w8 Wers at\Briltow, the other and ounly one of the Hughee brothe-
ors who was at liberty made his sppearsnce there in an effort
to contact his brother who wes in jail there, whish resulted
in his arrest,

After the gsneral clo&nﬁp of the vicinity on Littie Deep
Pork we broke camp and proceodod o the little town of Bristow
which was only & shaek lnd 4eut town at timt time, The Friseo
was building throush theiv and the track was not yet owpleved

into Brf?%ow As our Jemavar approached Bristow from the south
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there was & gesneral exodus of gamblers, bootleggers and
general riff.-raff from the #ide ou the north of the shack-
town. %e made camp on the most desirable locatiou oo the
sast side of the right-of-way.

The posse raidad the place immediately upon our ar-
fival, not miseing » tent or shack, making three arrests
snd capturing many gambling devices of various descriptions,
of which we buil§ several bonfires as different places in
the one sireet of the tent towa. The next day we held court,
and at the same time the posas made a ﬁiid on a construstion
gang that was building the rrisso track into Bristow. When
the poafs approachsd the camp about half of the gang fled to
the hrusk, bowever they made two or three arrests. The next
day the Dposse adopted greater atratsgy and surrounded the
sonstrucstion camp before they learned of our pressnce.

After surrounding the camp Shey closed in from all sides
not permitting a chance of escape im any direction. 1In tala
raid there were three more arrests made, including oune negro
that was wenied for murder, mko was 1atcr~}r1-d and sentenced

to Tort Leavenworsh prison for life. By the time we lefs
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Bristow we had about thirty prisoners, all chained to trees
about the camp.

During tke time we were in camp at Bristow the only
one of the Hughes brothe;;'gf the ughes gans thai sscaped
in the gun battle near Tuskegee atomp sround came L. Bristow
in an effort to see his Dbrother who was there =as a prisoner,

He wan immediately arrested and placed with the other prison-

er's.

%

Befors ieaving Bristow we were compelled to hire an-'
other team and wagon for tramsportstion of the largs numher
of prisoners we had collected.

Leaving Bristow we proceeded in the direcstion of old
Mounds, camping that night on ngooat Crc;k between Bristow
and Mounds. Ineidentally taat night was the firat and oaly
rain we experienced during the expeditiom, and the only inm-
convenience it ocaused was that we had to chairn the prisoners
in the tents that night.

Breaking csmp at Polccat,Cr'ok early the next morming
we experienced a slow and tedious trip over rough and muddy

road or trail until late in the &fternoon 'hoi we Teached
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old’uoﬁldu, which at that timt %as located sesveral miles
north of the present site of Mounds at the nortkh entrance
of the pass where the o0ld rosd pessed betweern what was
called Twin Mountains. W%e gamped thers that night and aft-
or another days journty we arrived at Buford Eillog‘; ranch
waickh was located on sgok Creek about fifteen miles Qont and
a 'little south of wherse tke town of Haskell now stands. We
were in camp there three days, during which the two wagons
with tke necessary guards brought the prisoners to Muaskoges.
’
AS s00R as the wagoms ard guards returned we broke camp and
moved to Oknnlsoogwhoro we speat about five days. We es-
tablished our camp om the 1ittls eresk which wey themr morth
of the little town of Qkmulgee, though mow the town has
grown past i{t. At that time thers was a negro postmsstsr
at Okmulgee against whom there was am indictment for sell-
ing Wi -:-y. Dr. Beamett, Chief United States Merskal, came
to my father while at Okmilgee and asked father if there was
anyome in the outfit that could relieve the postmaster ia

sase the warrant was served aad the negro could not make boad.

Father referred Dr. Bemanett to me, due to my experiemce im
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the peat office at Muskogee, so Dr. Bennett imstruoted

Patiar to exeeute the warrunt. FPather then called me in-

to him tent amd told me to get ready to go to town as he

had & mission for me toc perform. I clesned up and reported
to him. He kanded mo ths warrant and told me to serve it onm
the postmagter amd if ke could not make bond I would relieve
him as postmagter at that plage uatil another could be ap-
pointed. That did not please ms 2p ] did not want to stay

at thes plage. I procesded to the post office and served the
varrant amnd had quite 2 talk with kim, as ] was goirg to per-
fect some plan if possible to avoid beimg kept at Okmulges.
Aftsr a lengthy conference the postmaster and I went to the
Parkimsorn Mercamtile Cempany where we contacted Mr. Parkiason
ard prevsiled upon him to make the postmaster's bdond,

Mr. Parkimsoa was rather reluctant about making the
postmaster's bond, but I put up a very impressive plea for
the nRogro om the grounds that I thought it was all a polit{-
cal frame-up aZainst the pestmaster besause he was a megro.
Finally Mr. Parkinson comsented amd I appeareé befors the

"Rrush” gourt with the prisemer amd a satisfastory bond. I

didn't atay at Qlomulgee as postmaster.
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After eleaning out Qkmulgee by raiding seversl plases, -
closing up places of vice, whiskey and gambling joimnts and
making ssveral arrests we broke camp and atarted for Muskogee
with the mission of "Brush" Court completed.

after returning to Muskogee with the Brusk Court ex-
pedition I went to work in the Muskogee post office where I
remained ons month, them went tc work in the United States
Marshal's office under Dr., Bennett where I remained uxtil
Statekood in 1907. Ia Desember, 1907, I went to Seattle,
¥ashington, where I lived until Jenuary, 1921, at which time
I returned to Miskoges where I have since made my anme. July
22, 1922, I againm entered the service of the United States
Marskal's office as deputy marshal in wkick capseity I served
until September 16, 1923. Simce that time I kave been em~
pleyed in the civil service as guard in the Federal 3ulilding
at Muskogee.

My fatker served az a Urited States Deputy Marskal con-
timually from April 20, 1889, uatil 1907, being in tae ser-

vice eighteen years.



