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Aft Intorriow with Harry H» Ada»o
Muafcogoo, Qklahoasu

I was bora Ootobor 1, 1879 at Haafarillo, Illinois*

My fitter ma David Adoma, Iritii, his fathor alg»tiag to

this ootmtry frost Irtlaftd. My aotlMr mu B*ary«tta Akims

Is 1889, rtwa I «ts t«m y«*rs of a«t «y psxuits aorti

to tfeo Im̂ Um Torritory^ stoppinfc «t Muricofio* 3ooa afUr

oostif to ifestofM «y fatfcor was appoiatod Deputy Tteitot

Statos Mwrakal mdor T. B. loodloa who mm tho first mitot

Statos Marshal appolnto* ia this^listrlst of tte Imdiaa

Tarritory, yathor tarral as dop«ty vador CMsf Soadlos,

tbaa S, ii« ftathorford duriac ais torn, taoa mmdor Lao I ,

Bomattt natil ho roslcaod tho sorrioo ia 190T, sorria« a

total of oifhtoon yoara ia tho sorrlso of tho tMtod Statoo

Dopaty Marshal.

Aftor oosdac to Masters, I ottondod sohool at tho
f

Barroll Zaatitnta* Profosoor Browor was tho principal and

Mrs. O, L* Jaokoom# now of Maakotoo was tho ansls -toashor.
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Later I attended the W, T. C. D. school for boys

situated Just east of what i t saw *0* 3treet between

Broadway and Okaralgee*

About 1893 I went to work in the Muekoge* pott

offio« »• olwrk under F« 0* Hubbard, poctntttvri

tmdtr Fr»nk B«rry ^ o roo«»«C*d* ur* Hubb»rd • •

tb* postal a«rTid«, I ato«yt«A » po pi t Ion in W,C.

t J«*t l i7 t tor t whloh «t« loo*t»d «n Mala s t r t t t

•oath «f Bfftmtwy, t «»t «tery bulldixig. After t tout two

with 1 . C. lMkaoav I « m t to work In II* L. BragAan'i

Store which wai *lm s i tuate* on Main Street between

Broadwqr aad OkaolftM. I renalned with Mr. Bragdon about

a year, tnen returned t e the pott o f f i ce a i alerk under

Frank Berry, peftMaeter9 a l s o under H. T. i f t e e wto eueeeeded

Frank Berry • • poetnaeter*

lea t lng the peat o f f l e e , I aeoepted a pos i t ion as ba l l*

i f f in the Federal Court under Leo i * Bennett in 1898, where

I sorted in different e a j p s l t l o s unt i l Statehood in 1907*

•THB B8USH COTJJHP*.
0

In 1896 when the Frlseo Ballroed was building between
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Sayolpa and Oklehowi City there we» a great deal of trouble

through that part of the T t r r i t o r y , crimes ranging from mis*

««B#anor to murder* ttuekogee being the c l o s e s t Federal Court,
IT

in nofli oases th« aggrl«T«d parties would go ô tha trouble

of trawling to Umkogaa to saeura a warrant for tha arrest

of tha off«ndiug parties, tiiay would take tba sattar in thtir

tmn bajidi, wMoh in mas? i t m ratultad in ki l l ing . Condi*

tiona grm tnm W4 to woraa « t i l Umitad Stataa Uaxatol La«

B. Btaaatt want ta laahia^Wm and obttinaa paTmlssloft from

tha Attornty General ta •atabllsh a trtrel iog oaurt aa it

sSmSm& is^rCssibXe te bflog tha troubles into court*

All preparationi wara aada tad a aaraTas aqnippad for

tha oxpoditioft, eottsiatinc of wagone for baggaga and aquijK

aaat, ohuak wagon, haoka and buggiat for traajftortatioii and

•addle boroos for tha posee of Deputy Uaralsalt. Whan t^

oaraTan waa ooxplotoly equipped and a l l arrangement! were

nada, we l e f t Muekogee In Augtiat.

Included In the pereonnel of t h i s "bru»h- court , a a

i t wae najwd due t o l t a trans ient and rariou* l o o a t i o a a ,

was the United 3 ta tos CoMdssionar, Dare Yancey presiding

a s Judge, as at that %im in tha Territory the United S ta te s
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Coaalaaionar bad authori ty t o try criminal ca»aa; Lao £ .

Bannatt, United Stataa Ifcrahal with the fo l lowing daputiaa;

Bad Udbattar^ Lon DaYia, B i l l Barkor, my f a t h e r ,

Adanta, and myaalff fc n«gro oook by th« a*m* *if B i l l Vs

who i a c l d e n t * l l y vm» « fonatr buglar cff the o i l 10th C

TJ\ tad » n«gro t « m s t « r who«« nuw X cannot rainwabar.

LwiTlag M\i»kog*a w» t o c i • w»st«rly d l r t c t l o n and a f t *

• r a hard d»y§ t rara l wa eanpad tba f i r a t night on Momntaln

Ort«k uaar tha e l d "3plka 3" raivch. Tha aart day wa pro*

oaadad t o a placa on PolaoaV Graak whara wa mada oanp naar

3ip^lp^, f r s s rbsr t r ; h-d b#^n ra«airtng many complaint a of

law v i o l a t i o n * • The of f l oar a mada a raid In S*pulpa# braaJt-

lng up and olaaning out aararal quaatlonabla plaoaa and

ptKbllng j o i n t a and *ajdng aararal arraata . So t r i a l a wara

hald thara a t a l l p a r t i a l aada bond. Laaring thara our naxt

stop was juat wait of K a l l y r i l l a whara wa aampad about thraa

daya whlla tha of f i oar a- war* scout ing tha r l o l n i t y and at tha

mam t i n * wai t ing f o r a b ig i to«p danoa that waa t o takw plaoa

at tha old Tuafcagaa gtomp ground on L i t t l a Daap fork aouthaart

of Briatow. Braaking oamp naar ( • l l y r l l l a , wa a*da I t t o
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Tiger Ja«k»s pleoa south of K e l l y r i l l e that eTening where we

apent the n ight . Start ing the next morning we mad* Jease

Al len ' s ranoh southeaet of Brietow for dinner. Leering

JecaVa P *•*<>* w« prootttded to • plae* n«»r the fu»ke£ft«

stomp ground^.axrlring th»ra la t« i s th«j aft«rnoon «nd making

etmp about tlturae quartart of a mil* from Xh» atoap ground and

on tha oppoilta bank of L l t t l t Beep Fork. Outposts wera la>ma->

dlata l f establ ished in tha x lo ln i ty of the oamp and during the

erenlng each rtraggling Indian who approached the oamp vat taken

Into euatody and detained in oanp u n t i l that night so a s to pre-

?«at them from informing ottiara of our preaenc* i n tbe r i c l n i t y .

That night at tha proper time m made a raid on tha atoap ground

and due to a oompl«te eurprlta t tha raid was a attooeaa and ra-

aulted in the arreat of nine people for whom wa had warrant a.

The next day wa bald court i n the oaap on tha bask of L i t t l e Deap

Fork and a l l prlaonera who ware found gu i l ty ware bound orer , and

due to tha laok of f a c i l i t i e s for eonflning the prleonera, we

wool! ahaokle them and chain than to treea and tent poata. We

ware In that eaaip f i r e day a and the poeee waa busy aeourlng that

part of the country for par t i e s when wa !*ae warrants and oeeaaioa-

a l l y bringing l a other prisoners for t r i a l .



1.82
ADAMS, HAHET H. INTIR7I1W. #18866

f
There watt * gang known a* the Hughes gang led by three

brother! by the namt of Hughea who had been giring trouble In

that rlcinity for some time* About three o'clock one morning

Bud Ledbetter, Lou Lewis, Jaaaa Allan and Tiger Jaok laft

camp on th« trai l of tha Huglies gang, Between daylight and

sunup tha offieer* eontaeted~"the gang, suppoaadly coming in

from oaa of their raids, tha offioer* coananded their arreat

which immediately resulted in a gun battle and tha death of

one of the Hughea brothera, another brother wae brought in by

Jaase Allen and later in the day Bud Ledbetter and Lon Lewi a

came In together with another member of the gang. Later while

we were at Brlatow, the other and only one of tHe Hughet broth*

era who was at liberty made his appearanoe there in an elfort

to contact Ms brother who was in jai l there, whieh resulted

in his arrest.

After the general cleanup of the vicinity on Lit t le Deep

Fork we broke camp and proceeded to the l i t t l e town of Bristow

which was only a ahaek and teat taw* at that ti»e* 7b* /rise©

was building through there and the track w«a not yet 0Qje*lete4

into Brittow. As o*r Ofcxvns approach** Bristow from the south
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tkere. waa ft general exodus of gamblara, bootleggara and

general riff-raff from tne aide on tk* nortk of tn« akaok-

town. W* aade camp on the moat dasirable location on tke

eaat aids of tat rigkt~of~way=

Tka pots* raided the plaoa innuidiateiy upon our ar-

rival, not mtaaing e t«nt or akack, making tkr«a arr«ata

*&4 oapturing many gambling davioaa of rarioua daacriptiona,

of wkiok «• built several bonfir«a at diff©rent plaota ia

th« on* atr««t of tk« t«nt iowm, Tk« naxt day o« k»ld court,

and at th« aan* time tka poa»« madt a Jjti* on a conatruotion

gang that waa building tka rriaoo traok into Briatow. Wkan

tka poaia approackad tka oaap about kalf of tka gang flaa to

tk« bruak, kow»var tk#y ma4« two or tkr## arraata* Tka n»xt

day tka poaaa adopted greater strategy and aurrounded tka

oonatruction oaitp before tkey learned of our preaanc*.

After aurrotinding tka o«ip tkey oloaed in from all aidaa

aot permitting a ckanoe of eaoape ia any direction. In tkia

raid tkere were tkree more arreete wmi,*, including one negro

tkat waa wentad for murder, *ko waa later-tried and aentenoei
••f

to ?ort Laarenwortk priaon for life. By tke ti*e we left
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Briatow w» kad about tkirty priaonera, a l l onained to trees

about the oeaip.

During tke time we were In camp at Brlstow tk« only

on* of tb« Hugkea brothers of ta« Hugkea gauge that •§c»p«<i

la tk« giin battle n«ar Tu#k«g«» stomp ground came %;j Briatow

in an «ffort to ••« kia brother wko «aa tk«r« aa a priaonar.

Ha waa' ijonadiatoly arrastad eni plaoad witk tka otk«r priaon-

ara.

Bafors I»aring Briatow we were compellad to hlra a»-

otkar taam and wagon for tranaportation of tha large number

of prisoner* we kai collaotai.

Laaring Briatow w* prooeedeti in tks direction of old

Uouada, o amp ing tkat n i ^ t on Poleoat Gre#k between Briatov

and liounda. In*iientally tkat nigkt was tka f irst and only

rain we experienced during tke expeditioa, and tke only in-

oonreaienoe It oauaed WAS tkat we kad to okain tke priaonera

in tk* tent* tkat nigkx.

Breaking eaap at Polecat Creek early tke next morning

we eiperiemoed a alow and tediou* trip orer rougk and muddy

road or trail until late in tke afternoon wke» we reaeked
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old Mounds, wklok at tkat time *aa located severa l m i l e s

aortk of tke present s i t e of Mounds at tke nortk entrance

of tke pass wkere tke old road passed between what was

ca l led Twin Mountains, We camped tkere tkat nlgkt and a f t -

er anotker daya journey we arr ive* at Buford M i l l a r ' s ranok

wkiok waa located on Ouok Creek about f i f t e e n mi les west and

a l i t t l e aoutk of wkere tke town of Haakell now s t a n d s . We

were In oaap tkere tkree days, during wkiok tke two wagona

witk tka neceaeary guarda brougkt tke pr isoners to Muskogee.

AJ soon as tke wagons and guards returned ve broke camp and

moved t o Okaulgee wkere we spent about f i v e days , we e s -

tablished1 our eemp on tke l i t t l e ereek wklok was* tken nortk

of tke l i t t l e town of Okmulgee, taougk MOW tke town kas

grown past I t . k% tkat t i n e tkero waa a negro pos toas ter

s t Okaulgee aga ins t wkom tkere waa an indictment for s e l l -

ing wMskey. Dr. Bennett , Cklef United Sta tea Murskal, eaae

to my fa tker wklla a t okaulgee and asked fa tker i f tkere waa

anyone In tke o u t f i t tkat could r e l i e v e tke postmaster in

ease tke warrant waa served and tke negro oould not make bond,

fatker referred Dr. Bennett to a e , due t o my experience in
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tke peat office at Muskogee, to Dr. Bennett inatruotei

Fatker to exetute tke warrant. Father tken oallea1 ma in-

to kia tent and told me to get ready to go to town aa k«

kaa a milaton for ae to perform. I oleaned up and reported

to kirn. Ha kanied me tke warrait and told ma to aerre i t on

tka poataaeter and if ke oould not make bond I would reliera

kia at poatmaater at tkat plaoe until anotker could be ap-

pointed. Tknt did not pleaaa M » I I did not want to atay

at tka plaoe. I prooeeded to tke poat offloe and served tka

warrant and kad quita a talk wltk kirn, aa I waa going to per-

fect some gjLan if poaaible to avoid being kept at Okmulgee.

After a lengtky eonferenca tke poataaater and I went to tke

Parkinaon Mercantile C©«pany wkere we oontaoted Mr. Parkinaon

acd prersiled upon kirn to make tke poatmaater'a bond.

Mr. Parkinao* waa ratnar reluctant about making tke

poataaater'a bond, but I put up a very impreaaive plea for

tke negro on tke grounda tkat I tkougkt i t waa al l a po l i t i -

oal fraae-up a^alnat tke peataaater beeauae ke waa a negro.

Finally Mr. Parkinaon oonaented and I appeared before tke

"Rruak" oourt witk tke priswter and a aatlafsetory bond. I

didn't atny at okaulg«« aa poataaster.
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After ©leaning out okmilgee by raiding several plates, '

closing up placet of rice, wkiakey an* gambling joints and

making several arrests we broke oamp and started for Muskoges

witk tke mission of "BruBk" Court complete*.

after returning to Muskogee witk tke Brusk Court ex-

pedition I went to work in tke Mutkogec post office where I

remained one montk, tken went to work in tke United States

Martkal's offloe uaier Dr. Bennett vkere I remained until

Statekood in 1907. la De*«e*«r, 1907, I went to Seattle,

Waskington, wkere I 11red until January, 1921, at wkiok tl«e

I returned to Uiskogee wkere I kaTe since made my k<me. July

32, 1922, I again entered tke service of tke United States

lferskal*s office as deputy mrskal in wkiok capacity I serred

until September 16, 1923. Slnoe tkat tine I kaTe been e»-

pleyed in tke o ir i l senrice as guard In tke Federal Building

at Muskogee.

My fatker serred at a United States Deputy Marakal con-

tinually from April 20, 1889, until 1907, being in tke ser-

rioe eigkteen years.


