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This report mads on (date) _Jaguary 28, {95 a

1734 lorth lav Avenue. Oklahoms City, Qklehoma, /
/

1. NemeJohn ¥, Abernathy, . |,

2, Post Office Address Oklahoma City, Oklahoms,

3, Residence address (or leeation) 523 Northwest S5th Street.

4. DATE CF BIRTH: MonthJuly Day _ 8 Year 1887

t

5.. Place of.birth Rush County, Indiana. s

/

6., Name of Father Tasse Abernafhy Place ;f birth;ndiana
?. Neme eof MotherMary Abernathy, Place .r birth mrxland ‘

/

other information about mother Deld. f

Other 1nrormation about rather hever eamﬁ to Oklahoma.

/ Fo

‘Notes or complete narratlve by the field workeg dealing with the -
life and story of theapérsnn interviewed. Refer' to Manual.fer
suggested .subjects anﬁ questionsq Continue on blank sheets if
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’

smelis & Harris, |

Journalist,’ o s e

January 28, 1938, - < 7
4

An Interview with ir. John N. Abernaghy.
523 Northwest Sth. Street,
Oklahome Gity, Oklahoma,

-

Wﬁen I was twenty-eight years old I cime ‘from
Mattoon, Illinois, to Dodge City, Kensas. I had heard
so many alluring stories of the West that I came out to
make a fortune.

1 l?ared a;ound Dodge City for ten daqé,ftheq I
?nt Herbert Peck wiho ofrefod me a job as sheep h;fder
on his ranch naﬁr Jetmore, Kansas. This was & new bus-~
ine;§ to me but I.told vr. Peck £hat I would try it.
\He drove & fine spanyof bay horses t§ e hack which he
had lpadod with éroceries apd I got into the haof and_;

we drove twenty miles north of DJodge City, it took'us

from noon until nine o'clock that night to get to nis

ranch. . . ’~
N Mr. Peck had a bunk houre 16 x %4 end beds were
Luilt three high, one above the other, around this room .

and there was a long dining table in the center of the

&

¥

room with a big range at“onﬁ end. Mr. Peck assigned

-
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. Ry bunk and the ixe;:t noming I was assigned to my duty.

lr. Peck had severul thousand head ot sheep and Tif-
teen han.ds and a cook und also fifteen uhepherd doga.
There were never more then two thousand sheep in & bu ch
with two dogs and ﬁo men %o each bunch. I wag call *
tenderfoot. Mr. Peck sheared the sheep and shippoti hem

J

to Eaatern market.

The Blagket Jindima often .came to Nodge City ’ o
tr&di and 8 few would pass by our ranch snd would gtop
and watch tne} sbeep;" ﬁe would offer them s sheep put L:hey
.would shake their heads and pass on.

"I atayed here for four years and I sav;d my weaces
except $40.00 that I peid for s- horse and saddlc.

rode my horse over the old uhisholm Trail from D ge Gity‘
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:mnn and his son, about seventeen years old, were aémp-
% ing in his wagbn, but they had ocommsrced to build a
Iog houss. The; had the walls up end were starting on
the roof when I roéo up and asked 1g‘this‘manfﬁanted | "
;o sell. 'He said, "Yes", and said that he would-take /
$300.00. e walked over the g;rom:d and I liked the -
landi and tho_lbcation 80 I told this man that I.would J
give him $300.CO, providing the land office mu}d‘let-
hi/m relinquish the olaim and I could file on it.
./ " This man wented the moa;y put)np, a8 we ware both
i afraid of each other in the deal. Oms of hia hoighbors,‘
‘}J§hnny Baker, who was over -there, had an honest {gpe ;o
I saiq, "lll right, 1'll put the money up with Mr. Baker,
I believe he' is. honest™. Miller finally agx;éd to this

A

and drove me in his wagon thirty-five miles to Kinétish‘r

:ﬁar?}the*iand officg was.
. We had.just tfails to travel over so we didn’'t “make" |

1% 14 one day and had to cemp out that night.  We had

&oo!md supper and wers aitting'arouhd the calbfire talking

“ws

when wolves began to howl and to come up close to cemp;
R )
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. A ' '\ the worst -
thoy frightenod all of us \\ut Miller's Yoy uas/_right-- .
ened and gclimbed up into the \ngn and tied the wagon .
shoef down tight. We three sle;\t in \ths\ wagon ‘and were
rud"y at daybreak to move on. Wo"drové into Kingfisher

‘ \ ‘
end this man relinquished his oleim'end I put my filing
. ‘ . : \ * i

N . N
\

on record and got my papers. \ .
Miller was anxious to get dack to égt his \\x‘ngnoy and

"start for Texas so we got back to the cla\hp' about two ! y

o'olock that night and the next morning we \iant over to

Baker's eud Hiller got his money and left. .o
I bought a toam of lmlos and a wagon and hauled

. lumber, doors, and windan to/r‘inish my log houae, as I

vanted a warm p}acg to bring my wife to. I theh cut

timber to build a orib, her'x l;ouse and for fence posts

for pastux;‘os. :-' | \
My chiq took in a part of the old Council Grove.

The donmont segregated this land for the timber and

they had wood choppers hero all Summer cutting and haul-

ing wood to Fort Reno until the Choctaw Railroad was

built through, thoxi coal was shipped in g;xd .t_l;e; Gov'e'rl'x-

-

ment s0ld the land.
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I took a joK of rre:lght/j(ug all kinds of material .

" from Oklahom/city to Tecpmseh, which was then the

Al »

Frank Baknr .and Ted Fostcr took the contra\pt to
extond the Choctaw Railroad -from Oklahom City to El
cho, this railroad went acroaa‘m\y farm. Baker a;;femt-
ed Qe as Road Ovoraeor and after the milro&d was 6

plottd I built a storo budlding cloao to tne tragk at& /

Cdunctl vao apd on\my land. I put in a general mer\ / ’

!

_ chandng atorc ® d I was appointad the ftat Postmatep/

ﬂrat Tibkot age t. anq also Justice of t Paaoo. e

post ortxige and ddppo% wers .in the front pgrt of/;ny stora '

/
ye

and my wifa and I were very busy people tl e days.
Thure \as a 'big sy(u'ing in Council Z/otvo and, tho
Kiowas en. uo\nanohes would come to/tﬁ grove und camp

“; ' *
for a mth at\a ttm.\ 'l'tmy di;l/a lot ‘of pony trading =~ . |
asnd danoing at Right, too. and tne{\ougnt quantities = &

AN

of- grocorlea tr

me for nine yoara. I couldn't speak

LI

> -
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wait on them. ‘'¥hen I first begen selling yo them they

much of their language but could understend ohough to

would buy sugasr by the dollar's worth anc}f if I put in 1

too much sugar and Iould teke out some, tnoy would -

Ed
-

sha ke 'ch\eir heads and ualk out snd wouldn't takp/ﬁ/

I soon learnod to gueaa pretty‘ clos

et
-

:ydk( it was too

much I would Just let 1t go. as 1 4{dn't dare to take

/

snything out of any measur //f sold them, but if they

thought I was giving/ﬂ:em sometning, that was all

right. I ne)s/had any trouble with the Indians and I

bough .y pelts of wild animals from.them.

I was Postmaster, Station Agcnt, and ren'my store

for twelve yoax-- then I sold out and nmd into tho city,

where we rented until I could buy our present home where

we havo lived for thirty-five years.

When we first moved

to this houso there was not a house west of us and Frank

' Gault's puturo oam up to the place wheze D\ny Strut

\‘\\

is now, We" called it a road then and it w/ént ‘west of = -

\

\

our houae. Frank Gault fed white-faced oattle here.

'
\\ |
\
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% "{W farm for twenty years then treded it

v .
for a brick building at 208 ‘;}est 2ad, velued at 32,500.00.
/

Renry Sauls nas Mayar of Cklahoma Gitvheﬁ and he

appointeé me a& Inspector at the Aaphﬁit Plent located
e

at .enta Fe end Chickasaw stfeets, where they menufac-

.\“-\ture(a/aphalt for peving pur;z)oaoa. I worked for the
;ci'ty for two years, then I was elected County Ggmié-\\
sionet for two years then swceeded myself for two moro\
years. \I;then went into 'cl;xey reaal estatetbusmess and 1

|
sold my building at 208 west 2ud; Street for whioh I had

traded my famm %o W. R. }Ramsey ri>r $60,000,00; therefore,
N

my Oklahoma homas%‘agd xmide ny wife and me independent.

e
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