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Form

PROGRESS
Indian-Pi<Kieer History/-!>»• Jact for Oklahoma

ABERNATBY, JOHN N. INTERVIEr 9846

Field Worker's name Amelia F. Harris .

This report made on (date) Jnmiftrv ?-fi. I,

1. Name John N» Abernathy,

5. . plaee of .birth Rush County, Indiana*

51

-8. Post Office Address Oklahoma Pity, Oklahoma* ___

3. Residence address (or l tea t ion) 523 Northwest 5th St ree t .

4. DATE CF BIRTH: MonthJuly Day 6 Year 1857

<

6. Name of Father Tasae Abernatny Place of birthindjana
i /

7. Namfl «f MotherMary Abernathy. Placse.tf bir th Maryland
/' '

Other information about mother Dead. • ,

Other information about father. NeTer came to Oklahoma.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with tb/e
l i fe and story of the-< person! interviewed. Refer: to Manual. f«if
suggested .subjects ana queetions^ Continue on blank sheets i f
nocessary and attach fllrmly ,to t l i is form* Number., (jif sheets
attached 7
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ABMlia ^| Harritf,
Journalist, * s * /
January 28, 1938. ^ r ,

, An Interview with Mr. John N. Abernathy,
523 Northwest 5th. Street,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

When I was twenty-e ight years old I cwoe'from

Mattoon, I l l i n o i s , to Dodge C i t y , Kansas. I had heard

•o many a l l u r i n g s t o r i e s o f the fleet tha t I came out to

make a f o r t u n e .

I loafed around Dodge City f or t e n days , 'then I

net Herbert Peck wno of fered me a job as sheep herder

on h i s ranch near Jetmore, Kansas. This wa3 a new bus*

inesa to me but I . to ld Mr. Peck that I would t r y i t .

He drove a fdne span of bay horses t o a hack which he

had loaded with g r o c e r i e s and I got in to the hack and

we droT» twenty m i l e s north of Dodge City', i t t o o k ' u s

froai noon until nine o'clock that night! to get to his ,

ranch.
y

" Mr..Peck had a bunk house 16 x 24 and beds were

-built three high, one above the other, around this room

and there waa a long dining table in the center of the

room with a big range at one end. Mr. Peck assigntd
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By bunk sad the next morning I was assigned to my duty./
- • • ' • . 7

Mr. Peek had several thousand head of aheep and f i f -

teen hands and a cook and also fifteen shepherd dogs.

There were never sore than two thousand sheep in a bunch

with two dogs and two men to each bunch. I was called a

tenderfoot. Mr. Peck sheared the sheep find shipped/then

to Eastern market*

The Blanket Indians of ten dame to Hodge City tfo

trade" and a few would pass by our ranch and would stop

and watch the sheep; we would offer them a sheep jb̂ t

-would shake their heads and pass on.

I stayed here for four years and I saved

except £40.00 that 1 paid for a horse and saddle.,

rode my horse over the old Chisholm Trail from Dojdge City

to Oklahoma City about August 10th, 1899, end heard of

many claims for aale but rode around over the

before'buying.

1 btfught a claim eight miles west of the oeinte Fe

depot on what is Reno Jtreet now, from a man ajqwd Miller

who was from Texas and who bad filed on the claim. This
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/
. nan and h i s son , about seventeen y e a r s o l d , ware aamp-

Ing In h i s wagon, b u t t hey had commenced t o b u i l d a

log h o u s t . They had the walla up and were s t a r t i n g on

the roof when I rode up and asked If t h i s man .wanted

tfo s e l l . He s a i d , "Yes" , ,and said t h a t he would- take

#300.00. tfe walked over the ground and I l i k e d the

land and fee l o c a t i o n so I t o l d t h i s man t h a t I .would

give him $300.00, pro r i d ing t h e land o f f i c e would l e t

him relinquish the olaim and I could f i le on i t .

This man wanted the money put up, as we were both

afraid of eaoh other In the deal. One of hia neighbors,

Johnny Baker, who was over-there, had an honest if ace so

1 said, "111 right, 1*11 pat the money up with Mr. Baker,,

1 believe he1 is. honest". Miller finally agreed to this

and drove- me in his wagon thirty-five miles to Kingfisher

«here the "land office was.

We had just t ra i l s to travel over so we didn't "make"

i t in one day and had to camp out that night. ' We had

cooked ysupper and were s i t t ing around the oampfire talking
\

when wolves began to howl and to come up close to camp;
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< \ ' \ the worst
they frightened all of us Wt Miller's boy waa/fright--

' \ i " •

ened and climbed up into the wagon and* tied the wagon

sheet down tight. We three slept in the, wagon and were

ready at daybreak to more on. We drove into Kingfisher
and this man relinquished his o-laim^end I put ny f i l ing

on record and got my papers. v

Miller was anxious to get back to get Ms money and

start for Texas so we got baok to the claim about two ^
v

o'clock that night and the next morning we went over to

Baker's and Miller got his money and l e f t .

I bought a team of mules and a wagon and hauled
t *

« " • ' •

.lumber, doors, and windows to finish my log house* as I

wanted a warm place to bring ny wife to. I then cut

timber to build a crib, hen house and for fence posts

for pastures. -'- • •

My claim took in a part of the old Gounoil Grove.

The Government segregated this land for the timber and

they had wood choppers here all oummer cutting and haul-

ing wood to Fort Reno "until the Chootaw Railroad was

built through, then coal was shipped in and th,e Govern-

ment sold the land.
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X took a job" of freighting all kinds of material

from Oklahoma City to Tecuaaeh, which waa then the

county.aWt of Pottawatfoaire County. I weli, remember

the fight between Somwnee and Tecumaeh for the oounty

seat in which oh^wnee won.

Frank Baker and T«d Poster took the contract to

extend the Chootaw Railroad from Oklahoma City to £1

Reno; this railroad went acroaa.my farm. Baker appotnt-

ed me as Hoavl Overseer and after the railroad was ooa-
^ .< -• , •• • V •

pie ted I built a store •building cloae to the. track a

Council Orore apd on^my l a n d . I put i a a genera l mer

ohandi'̂ e a tore end X was appointed the f irst Postma&te:
' • / \ / ] • • • ' • • ' ' I • . . / \

f irst Ti^k^t ^geAt, anc| also Justice of the Peace./The •,

post o f t ^ e and d^pot were in the front ypri oy&y store
v . ' • • V '

and my wife^and I wex*e very busy people tljo^e days,

ThjST*e-»a3 a big spring in Council ^ d v e and the
\ • \ ' / ' • " '

iiowaa an;. ComanoheB would como tovthe grove and camp

for a month at\a t iae. They did^a lot. of pony trading

and dancing at night* too, and they^oughY quantities

of groceries frdb me for nine years. I couldn't speak
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/

j&uoh of their language but oould understand enough to

wait on them. When 1 f irst began sell ing y'o them they
/

would buy sugar by the dollar's *orth an^ if I put in

too much sugar and would take out some/they would

shake thieir heads and walk out and wouldn't take i t .

I Boon learned to guess prettjr, close and^rf i t was too

muoh I would just let i t go, as I,4ldn't dare' to take

anything out of any measured, sold them, but if they

thought I was giring them something, that was all

right. I nejernad any trouble with the Indiana and I

pelts of wild animals from them.

I was Postoaster, Station Agent, and ran my store

for twelve years then I sold out and inov«d into the oity,

where we rented until I oould buy our present home where

we hare lived for thirty-fire years. When we f irs t acred

to this house there was not a house west of ue and Frank

Oault's pasture can up to the place where Dewey Street

is now. Ae oailed i t a road then and i t w«nt west of

our house, Frank Oault fed white-faoed oattie hare.

\
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ke ur farm for twenty year? than treded i t

for a brick building at 206 West 2nd, valued, at $2,500

Henry Sauls was Mayor of Oklahoma City theif and he

appointed me as Inspector at the Asphalt Plant located

at oanta Fe and Ohlokasaw s treets , where they aanufac-

turea asphalt for'partng purposes. I worked for the

city for two year*, then I was eleoted County Cpjaais-

sioner for two years then succeeded myself for two more

years. 1 then went into the reap, estate business and I

sold my building at 206;-.-.eat 2nd

traded my farm to W. R. Ramsey for •ftO,000.00; therefore,

my Oklahoma hoaeatsaa m4de my wii'e and late independent*

otreet for whioh I had
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