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Interview with Richard Adkins,
age 86, one-half Creek- and Buehee
Indian, l iving on* and ones-half
miles north of Sapulpa.

Mr* Ben Marshall, one-half-blood £reek Indian,

grandfather of Richard Adkins, earns to the Indian

Territory from the old Indian country east of the

Mississippi River, known ss Alabama Country, with

his family when the Creek Indiana were removed west.

Mr* Marshall settled near the fork of the
s

Verdigris end Arkansas Rivers, in the following years

he accumulated three large faxms by hard work and

Using good business judgment. Mr. Marshall, farming

on a large scale, raised wheat, oats,^rice, corn and

cotton with the aid of one hundred or more slaves that >-

he owned. He bought hides, corn, oats, wheat, wood

and pecans from the. Indians on the Verdigris River,

where he had a warehouse eight miles north of Musk ogee.

the small steamers would come by way of the

Arkansas and Verdigris Rivers to Mr. Marshall's

warehouse and he would ship his produce to Fort

Snlth, Arkanaas, selling the produce st s nice profit.

He. also bought and sold slaves until the

Civil War. After the Civil War started, Mr* Marshall,

hi a wife, two daughter stand his grandson, Rlchsrd
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Adkins, started squth with six or seven wagons

and thirty alarms. Tht other slaves that Mr.

owned, escaped and went Iorth.
' ' ' • "" ' " " • " • ' . • '

A* treasurer of;the Creek Nation, Mr. Marshall
' • ^ • • " ' » ' . \

ia poa^tasion of a large amount of gold, sHirer,

endpaper* money tbat belonged to his tribe as well -

' as his own fortune. Burdened-.with the responsibility

n£ the koney Mr. Mareh«13 would bury the

BGnay which he had placed in coffee pots and gallon

ttana with .the he lit of his slaves every night when

he canned for the nifeht. With Mr. Marshall and his.

. f ami IT aoving jouth aft at the st«rt of the Cirll War.
; • " ; • • * > J ' ; " < / " r . " : ' ' ' • • ' ] "• J • • - • ' • • • ' • . '

*;'"W0T9 ^ e t t w i i ' a n d tJit/MoIntost^sj Roley, John and
' ' V 4 * ' ' - ''• • •• - ' A ' « * ' " ' • •" " ' ' • ' " • -"' •" '

lnM« Melntoah who later joined th* Goafederate Army.
• - , • - , . •• , ••*• , i -- ^ ' • , , i \

• ' •'" . -"'-^ ' '.' < : • V • f " . • ,•, " " ' j . l

Of Qknui&ee^ wherek *u ~'-~ —:"~ v

-. .\ ~ «uu i^rvawfUB^Tiuw^ ,iro8'ftowviu^. c loser-to D**^ Fork,

and

\ Mr/

Oprn at $C»00 a bushel from • Choc taw Indian farmer

^n^ed/rVagi;^Colbert, during";th*''Civil War,'
r ? • • • ' ' • " •
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The Indians did not farm during the third and

fourth year of the Civil War as they did not know

when the soldiers would take and destroy whatever

wss raised or whan they would hare to move farther

from the fighting zone.

Dbrlng the Civil War the scarcity of feed was

so bad that the Indlans had to cut down cottonwood

trees, feeding the leaves and bark to the horses*

Mr. Richard Adkins* mother, Millie Adkins,

and his grandfather, Ben Marshall, died during the

third and fourth years of the Civil War.

They were buried in John Petslinn graveyard,

fifteen miles south of Old Stonewall*


