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ADCING, . RICRARD] CHIREKIVINN, .
Dawes Fife, Field Woxker
Indien-Pioneer Histary ' 28()
July 29, 1937
Interview with Richard Adking,
age 86, one-half Creek: and Ruchee
Fndian, living one and one-helf
"miles north of Sspulpa.
Mr, Ben Marshall, ope-half-blood Creek Indian,
grandfather of Richard Adkins, came to the Indian
Terri tory from the 0ld Indian country east of the
lﬂ.aéiuippi River, known as Alabama Country, with
his family whem the Creek Indianas were reinoved west.
Mr. Marshall settled near the %r\ork of tho
Verdigris and Arkansas Riv:ra. In the following years
‘ he accumulated three large fams by hard work and
using good business judgment. Mr. Marshall, farming
on a large scale, raised wheat, oats, rice, cora and
cotton with the aid of one hundred or more slaves that -~
he ovno.d. He bought hides, corn, oats, wheat, wood
and pecans from the Indiens on the Verdigris River,
where he had a'nrchouao eight miles north of Muskogee.
The small steamers would come by ;ay of the
Arkansas and Verdigris Rivers to Aln-. Marshall's
warehouse and he would ship his produce to Fort
Smith, Arkenses, selling the produce at a nice profit.
He. also bought and sold slaves until the

Civil Wer. After the Civil War started, Mr. Msrshall,

his wife, two dsughteracand his grandson, Richard
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A&iha, started’ uéuth with six or seven wagons

and thirty slaves. . 'ﬂu othor slaves that Mr.

"ltrlhlll oma oacaped and’ nnt ‘Morth.

u treasurer or the Creek Nation, Mr., Manshall

-m in posﬂdasi,en of a large ampunt of gold, silyer,

and p@w \money that belonged o his tribe as well
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The Indiens did not farm during the third and
fourth year of the Civil Wer as they did not know
when the goldiers wuld take and destroy vhato';or
was raised or whea they would have to move farther
from the righti'ng zone,

lﬁring the Civil War the scarcity of feed was
so bad that the I,dlans had to cut down cottonwood
trees, feeding the leaves and bark to the horses.

Mr. Richard Adkins' mother, Millie Adkins,
and his grandfather, Ben Marshall, died during the
third and \rourth years of the Civil War,

They were buried in John Petslinn greveyard,

i fteen miles south of 014 Stonewsll,
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