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Field worker's naue Nannie lee surns

This rovort made on (date) July g, - 1937

™~

/

CLTH

1.

This lcgend was
szcured from (naime) S, J. obrans

aAddress 232 K, iv W. biami, vklanoLa

This person is (melc or ¥FEeEe) FRAREX X&deeX Indian,

If Indicn, give tribe uapav ,

Jrigin nd history of legund or story From memory am ..

‘rggpmbbred conversetious frowm nis perents.

<

1

/

3.

Write out the legend or story 2s completely as possible,
shects nd cttach.firmly to this form, Number of sheets
attached '

Usc blenk




ABRAMS, S. W. INIERVIEW. 6540

INTERVIEY WIMKE 5. .. aBRalS
£32 H. N. W,, hiami, {klahoma
; Nannie lee turns, rield worker
July 2, 198
My faﬂ(er's vareuts were Josléh «nd l!ar/y Abroms
from liew York. iy grandmother Pouthitt,.a part Cuerokee,” :
mede & didow by the Civil Jer end ell mesnc ¢f & live=-
1ihood dostrqy;(das given tfagsportation for herself
end her/dni/l/dren' williem 4, and helisse -T.; to Illincis

- (and’ k/xere she oveceme 8 l_demo.lstrator Tor the vinger ‘

~ Sewing Mecnine Company ard with t.e tre:d westward cume
%ith her children from that stete in 1880 and settled
nezr Fulton, Kensas,

} W”%S'Were\:’.bner ialter Abrems and Lelissa J,
;fbéms)nae Doutiitt. Father wes born Yebruery 14; 1647
“&;- ¥ort Lleavenwcrth, henses end mother at Louden, -enn-

/// essee, uc\t.c‘ber‘ 8, 1800. They were married at Fulion

* )

about- 1lc: 3,
Father's early iife

Grandmother abrai.s died w.en fatie. was four
i o '
years 0ld end his Lo ilher when.se wes four og i s-is

uncle, Benjamin ¥, Toussey, became :is guafien, Till

the death.of his mother, he attended tne local schools
which werg no deubt rude log buildings, &nd rwes taught

reading, writing,am . ertkhmetic; but he was a reader



"Attar his mother 8 deuth, f tu&r/JBined the army but -

,~because of his Jouth his uncle ‘secured uis releasge,
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end at)his death he posséssed a very veluasble library.
A

\

;

\.

& !
Le ran away, hcwever e ucceeded in enllsting again,’

i

S

’ {

this time &t Fort Scott,/and served through the war in |
i

|

western Kenges, lissouri, ¢nd Arkensas in the Second

Fid
kansas Battery. During his service he uede & friend

thet was to be of much nelp to him in liter vsears nanely,
I4 , .
Samuel J. Crawford, future goverior of “ensas, &.4 luter:

an attorney in weshington, D. C.
N : 1
after the war closed, father nrivea up on & cleim 5

'
1

‘T:;ﬂi!ﬁbilson County &nd v.orked soue .ime &t & sawmill nser

Tl

v

(AN .
Qpapaw cowtry to preac.. and scon the Quapa,

;e knww seversl lndimn languages. e care firgt <o tne

Saint Joseph, lisscuri, buv soon drified back to bulton.

Here he went *nto the zenercl merchLandise ousiness ard

later elso becaue interes.ed in a sewwill in Cclorsdo, —
. p/"
Uncle Ben Tomssey e | Vi
' ’ %

?17/
v
{

Uncle Ben was & Beptist missicaary to the Inditns.

tox}ing him their troubles. Their lagd as coveted by Ve
the caxtle harons ard they hed no way of earuing & llving

for th«mselvas md moat’of teir ,eople had slready gone
to the 2:;?p eountry. - // i &\\\\ -
L T ' ) .
_— 45 - /“,A o f;
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- Uncle liétqped to thzm’and suggested thaet they
telk to my father, s he wa;‘e ruch younger rmen thah he;
s0 they begen coming to Fulton io see my fafﬁcr, some -

> - times on foot an' sometimes riding their ponies. ut
\\?éther was estu.lished fh business &nd did not like the

"y S~ i
idee og>iéaqgng there and bringing his wife &nd smell

' children to this\ﬁkw\gégffry; and so it continued this {
wey till one day fatiher wag\aﬁ\ggflfi;fi:l 1n Coloredo ~
when he ®aw in an old paper thet congress was dGonsidering

. the Dawes £111, which would give ewuch Indien elghty weres .

rd

~

end throw the rest of their land ogen to settlement, -He \\\\

. began to think of the quapews ard socn he wired mother

L4

: .
end told her if she was willing they would s.11 their

-

L

hofdihgs end move to the Indizn Lerri.ory. ohe agreedl
and by the time he dispcsed of his mill end reached
ho:z‘%he nad a;;eédy scld pertv of their property im Fultong
Knowi;g that he ;Sﬁld\haye to depend on farming here he

- #* traded winrt prop&.ty he couli not sell fa young stock,
J N e
among which wes sixteen s o rthorn cows, pcod horses, new
~

wagons, aﬂ? 8 bugg;\ and*fgyming impleménis. This%p; think,

/

\ 4

There




. YBRALS,S M. LITERVIE

one.and & helf mlles nor he§Su of thg pre ent Sunny ale

Schdpl. He made & living me urs iamily oy selxing : \y/
\\Bﬁttﬁg and cardwood at Bexter Springai\\ - ' A 7
‘ Quapaw Affairs k\\\‘ — ///’\‘y
! : ¥ \/ N \\
sfter his errivel, father visited the Iﬁqi ol sgent - -
end tried’to secure nis cooperation buziﬁhere\§eemed %

/1
nothing to do. Most of the (uapews were gone émd a

. claus® in their treaty provided thet wien they mad vacated

their reservation so meny year:, their land revef&ed to

‘s.‘

the government., o0 in the company ¢of Frenk Velliere a:d

\\\§55ﬁﬁe%;Qn@paw, he went to the vsa--e country aud visited
. »

3
the Juapaws there to shew them-wvhe necessity of ﬁhei*
- T

return if they wanted to save their land. lmmgdiatel*

AN
\\

after they ceme here my fuiher .es &doyted inte &h@ tribe

cnd this was to ve his pay for tne Aeln tiet \\ ooed "o

be to them. uhey had no money anq this wes 2ll %hey \
. ‘could offer. nother became secretpry &nd during \ ‘ \

~ father's ebsente kept in toudh with things. TFatier

,select;d es his residence the present family home

v

\\located on what was \tien known es the Fones Hill, end

now :nown a8 the Abraks :i}l; end here shortly after he

Y
4

\\:amc, with the help of thc.zribasmgn:\gg\erected a two-

AN o
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) _ \ ’
/
J i x\ be'en added uo\auu moderrlzed thls pe SEJ.II atand
s - \ /
}, \as a part of the bulldi
’ \ ! \' ‘\ Lo
- ; The first two trips to n‘asmng op were nsucdessfule -
; \ : ~
Gn the tuird tri, ny faweq WES | talkin té( uis\old ,f,ri'eit/ad,\‘\
\ | L
o Zz-Governor Crawford of hansas a g ,\ola fg»t.m r to g0
P d
hore end teke posaes.,lon of tire ccmnt ad ’o pu /i:hg -
el people on & °elf-sgppo/r‘¢im ba/s_igL’ ba'%mr ec oydi gly
\‘ / : "\ _
r¥turned and employed Mgﬁ of Gé\lcgk o
W"y the oouxw/amﬂ to mn we llan
{
would leave. 28 the marn‘bng \nth a loa.a of sayd
picheo up from our hill and twm.hil%
/ A \
/” stones to mark the loéatiolxs. maps er. made and \th
L ) \father would get thém aXo rxd//ﬁze map apz;ez{d mdst’ likel

“on the floor tni g:t the lndian s consent ‘90 locate a

such & phé Uf course, moit of th wa41ted to locat&

. in the ti}nber but\& essoned with \,nem that tnis would \\

not Wd ramfng laqd anﬂth fhey migi have land

to\mko & ﬁnrg\anying "You t%ye wrea here to

\

liVO\OI}, “ad then you take /t/:,b/ rest out ‘en the preirie

and /ﬂll get you & man to/ farm it am rake you 8 llving;"

/

) . R | .
\ ‘ \\ /ﬂ f’ ! /
N N '
AN / \ f\\ . /

< T - ) . <




. / 83
v oo 6 v X . /S
So this w&s done «rd Lhgn ra?ffi/ﬁgnt'toufultcn and /

A

+ent amcng the /renters there ”an’i persuaded & number &
\\\\\\\\ of families tf move here, hmopg'them were. tie winghems,
/s a

*  the Beths,

i

, | .
e tarbers, and oth%rs w0 heve since become '

prominent femilies. =~8 & part of his contraet, each
§

" tenant wa§ to erect = smell house ana buildihgs.

\“\\ The/”rairie beipg cavered with &) eacellert growth '

P

A‘/

\ of bluestem grigs, fa ther \reusoned that tl.is should bs
/

>

P
a great nay fierket. &e Began, tleref A/}gto/ﬁbrk towerds

. — / . R
t all was not poing snoothly during this time; every

"
g

e R SIS
: *ggfside influence pcssivle was Being used ageinst father's

[
s
-

plen, for if he succeeded .ie tadtle.s. '~oulc lose out,

.he early chiefs not reelizing he seriousness of what

—
N

—

was being done were ezsily _ersubded or paid to $ign
. . ' , J
sdmething they Gid no. understa:d

A

«d this woula me7m

~

A .
a trip to dashingron to uw.de what
/ ‘ .
._moti.er «nd father would get an u-esi: feeling et right
\ ~ /

1

/
~ /
rad been done, (ften’

. ané “would get in their bugyy end drive to the hoie of
\
. 3\ —

omie one c¢f the trive,. &ud p¥ssibly have to tekk to
him a long time to find out wigt wes being done or

\ .
\ : sald, for it was not always easy to get the Indians to,

.- \

TN
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lnothe.' besides acting as\ secretary &z/ ’che tr;bej

7

;‘/’/ dpent much time suont them, Jﬁ\essi& ime néed of

O ——

chools and later pe: suudiqg; t;uenp ’cg s‘:m" +\he -r];_hildi'en
\\/

i - N
to ueskell or Carliale ~-rsx‘3gaaiu§\ them to buiL.,MEes/

\ i
/ ) " s
S X for themselves hd suggestlng nethod\s of improving he x
~ 1% £ PN
~ 5 . .
BN \1 home end i¥3 sgr’r/umdm&'s. Yy )
\ ) \
/ [\ The Chief was elective, I think the first Chief
S N .
! i _ Q\t{er father ccme .os Jin li:dicine, tollo.ed by tharlie
by ¢ [ Y
\\ . \ - . \_\ - , 75 S,
\ ' Quspaw Llackiiewk, vut I Lave often neard hii: say thet
/ o i * ~ A,

. ~ \

o \ ' Peter Clabvber, who remeined chief till hi. deetw, wes
v

(D
<+

E:h(l ricst

1 \

\ the most helpful to him end see.ed to

f\iiu.y ‘che importance 4oi‘ what une\aere T .
l\\ / - \ ’ 4
AN Fartn/ér‘ s Indien neie vwies "'ihite kLagle'.

- /
/\\ By 1895 fatmer, with the help o
N

\/ 4
gonlg pretty muc,n v8s he warf‘/cu‘ sc with F
/ / "\ ™ /
/ &\m posubl}r\otmz 3, uhe\b@ X th elr mps .
;o \ ‘ \
g aﬁd with the 1‘111uence of Ciai@/rd and otrers \vi

n. Velliere

in getting the maps they nad made ¢ccepted by 4he”

-~
-

government &8 the‘ ofncial allo«.mer.t« HDE for the

-
~ -

- " tribe. Looking forward, z.t\xm; thought thet the allot=-

| ) \" ' N
e

/ ments should be protected ag&i,,nst ahenation, and was ’

[
!

. f v
B \ ' -
- - / \ ’ N
i s . ~

-



b4 ABRaMS, 8. . IMIERVIE .

that the Indiens sbould be competeoul to teke care of

‘ themselves augglrst the grsafter, .

P

In Larch, 1696, the wuapaws were delivered U ..oir

y petents ¢t yandotte, o1l signed by Grover wievili:d.

-~ ¢ L’
— B .
~8 soon as all c¢he ellotuients were zy.roved, Jeneral
“leir, & rrisco vrficial with whou fstucer wid oeen in®
- touch, caume to our home and with tne Lelp c¢I father

and those «ho hia worxed so f.ithfully wi tu him, secured

& rignt-of-way across the quapsw country. Father, in

~

appreciation for Lls servicec, received .rom stue rrisce
e 1ife znnuel pas., dut after an, c¢.rs it wes pevo.ted

PR

eme. Las of toe conciticis f Lie nolodi s Thie reil-

roed secure tue right-ol-way wa. «h agred.. b .0 esivblish

& station in/yﬁe territony, «iic. ..5 crlled .uapa.. In
e g

/// " . . ~
. tue-cOntract, this siipulstion wis overloolied «nd no

0

e
——

/
Jevision was Liue oL .0 ojent b uaps,, but the naiter

! / > . - .
—~ _-was &djusted liter . .ith Blie establishment < quanew
/
an. the siietrsck cu.led a , @ ship.ing yeint .&s rro=-

vidaﬁ.for Tiie sound ¥ hey Zrown herce.
/
/ '

/
/

/

-



ABRBIS, Bo %, IHTERVIES

9 ' i

Lend had been set aside ior the %uapaw‘hission///

School anu the goveriment hed buen conducting & §fﬁobl

. here for some years. .. nis was a mile east og/anapaw. The

Cathollcs had also requested lamd for :E?géi P «Irpcses, 8O

forty acres in the section soutn~an@, ust were assigned fo

~

. y s £ . : .
them. Lowever, tie did not estgelisi & scuocl thepe till

after the closing of the ggipaw Iiscion. /;'

One incident that }/ﬁight mention befsré I leave this
subject.’ Ine day f /géther Wus IeLAY }g/fetu%n home from
washinguon, hg/ﬁg; at the stetion ﬁ./é. Lykiﬁg, who said,

'"Abrams,‘;'ﬁ licked." Fatcef/zﬁked hin what Le meent

and be said thet he could fiot get whe approvel for the
N R PR
_gale of the townsite ©f Liami from the Uttowes. Father
s replied th&}/fhpi neecded the town &id asied him e ive
~ a *
A ’ e
_,/;\ - /'/ . N . . . \ f:
s 5im his ipers; t..en celling & Cis Lo returnad to the /
tod and-vitth the sia oﬁ\\f&wfo Q\ otiers thet e
a -~

/!

i
- ~

_° hed met there through his frequeit trips, in & couple cf

. B M / )

uuurs uad the necessery signe .ures. «¢ veturned thg si
signed papers %o Lykins, who .&d been insble to get

7 resulls veciluse ne-wés nct acguainted ..ere. ///

/I Palad v
- . N
e ' \ /
< v s
. N .

bx-Governor Crawiord tcok & great initerest in ihe

-~ A |

\, affairs,of the Quapews,-tud ofien vizived my fetner &t
\

B oq;/homo. *he Qhapaws, in apprecietion for whgt he hed

\ done, said thet whesn they could they woul L

S Y AU ya



~_ he Cuapaw Mission SchoGl, wien ..¢ irive by agreer..ut

-

3 - e -:-., "\‘." T
ABR-AI%:&)’ Sc it I'.‘ I'EI{'fIi'anﬁ R
. . ~

-

10 I

remember him for his &ssistunce, " ilils ovporturity

3

ioconviiusace ¢f

(o))
’..J-
[
&
(@)
<4—
Ls}
H
[¢:)
w
o
jf
ct
e
ot
15}
o
|._l
Lo
of
-
—
s
b
o
=
[a

deeded him eighty ecres of e wissios .ile. Fatier,
e N .

e T N
feeling that his werk wis now dous, vegen 3¢ £ive much

of nis tiue udx%easing G dei. end oxtensive. farming

o_erations. N\

o f Naa o .
Cur Barily towe Life .

. R N . X
There were fcur of us childkern; I zed .0 brothers,

» AN J

Harry wcd Berl B., end o.e sister, wand hlizabet...

s
~

) . . i -
at first w6 t.er. were nc siuilic scgjg}xa ot .er |

suilt & smell sdilding in oue ecraer of our verd «id

e

L4

. . v it A :
hir<d & .eccier for us &n. £3y oL ex children thas -

wvanted to come. wére Ve at.ended sc.ool Bill 1¢Ge,
N

There were never less tien eignd or en pupils im ¥lis
scucol. brs. well sells nec :teqart}w&s cur lost
tsacher, .

Ly perents were ...merested in .cucatbiin end “ave

esc.. of us the opportunity tor a guou eaucation., I

pe
was sent to sexter Springs, next to C.¢ :iilitery sc.col
at Columbii, “"hen 20 #illiem Jewell, <. a:ef/io oseint

~ -

-
D

Marys. ‘ ’ .



ABRili3, S, W. INIERVIE) a . ;]

&

! 11

My father wus gusrdias for sever:tl of t.e quapaw

ciildren, snd wes always sure tiet tiey were in school

wiile under his care. Omne girl I remember, hary Lene,

When sie graduated rether them 16t Ler come home fether

told them at the lLoretta wcadery to teuch Ler music, &and

kept her there as long as he cculd, - Y

. . We had three tene..t houses on ths ferm, v.ich cousisted

of our si1x ellotments of twelve hw.dred acres on the

-

rreirie,- Une of them needed a well, sc fat.er hired Cllie

Lo Y.use of otaxter Jorings, to drill it. Cne eveaing

~Youge called my fother up and $61d him tiet he Lad & "Jack  /
. / .

. .mine"efor. him. <They drilled twc more holes &.d both n
» i - \\—//
snowed ore.,

Linigg

From Gelens, he hired men who lmew miniug &nd sunk
i ’ /
a shaft. ‘‘hen, he orgeaized t.e lovwa &.d (klelore kKining

Cgﬁggny, to develop cur [lend, .6 leused oiier 'laind eest
o /
of cection 30. lost off the ore was fowd iy sister's

.’"’"

land, where the white Eagle, the Sumnyside, ‘the Dark Eorse,

T —

: . N
the Strong Bow, and tle Lest Chence mines were &fterwerds

opened. Other mines fhct father helped Cevelop were:

<o

‘ -
Sunbur4®, Cmshe, i.obg, Good Luck, Landcasier, end others.
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‘ 89

12

ty

Sgggxside

4 town called “unnyside apran ug three~quartersf

of & mile south of the present school of (het name end ¢

N4

continued till 1¢10. I+ even had & hotel,

farlier Mining

S

" Tiis successful mining bad not been father's first
venture, for he hed an interest in min:ng @1d wes often
around the Galens Tields, knew ore, and waé alweys
watching for it. In 13?1 having to haul we tef¥ for
home use & mile and & helf he hired hRobinson and Steelman

t0 drill him e well at the home where the windmill now

stends. 7This wes drilled to the depths of sixty feet,
but later it wus'deepeheﬁ. . .

iith Governor Renfrow father rormed the Tar Creak
0il am Gas Compeny, w:ich leesed ® lore pert of tﬁ;/ _
Queraw acreage, lhey were interested in oil :heﬁ,'because
of the fect that var Creek gets its nane from an oily
tar found near it. ‘They drilled a few shallow holes
and becume discouraged; so they turned tiheir ucreegse

as a wildcat propo-ition to thévPengéyigania Company

of that state who needed/;ome‘gbreage to £111 in, 7
— (
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13 v

The Baxter Springs iiome

\
{

= / N e

Mother decided that she wanted pea fowls and/,sb \
¢ went yit}f father to the home of lx. Cooper in t/r; nor th\‘\
part of Baxter Springs %o zet them ;;dﬂhe offered to "
gell them his house, “he purchase‘was made tunet ‘de.y and
the family wes moved to Bamster Srrings; but tie ferming
oper=tions were still carried on at the f%m and father
‘came down each dey.
" vle moved to Baxter Springs in 19(90. while there
~ tather helped fgo)génizo the_-'}?exter Natioﬁal ‘bank.
Mr. drewstér and tae Tather oi‘ the l'aie Cherles Fribley
\ s -
’ of this city were ais assoca.atbs in this wuxu.

In 1905 he bvugnu his ﬁr%t automobilo,,a Greet

Smi th, made in lopeke,Kensas, &n 1915 he became active
\ £

) :
in the mining field here in thai\'l‘ri—otate District, but '

~e $0l1d out in 1917 and retired.. From this time till h’ip

death on Jamuary 13, 1927 he spent his time as Lc' chose,

{

/but much of it with his boc;k;s. tother pussed on at the
farm home December 21; 1934,
by activities
Aftep tinishing school I ;ecured e position omn
the rosd in connection with bank advertising end

}

followed tiuis ti1l I decided thet I wanted to be a

- -/

90~

/
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- ﬁoﬁerr 80 in /Kaaaags G}.Zty I pmuchused a load of cattlg/ }
g / end shipped them home aund followed them and remainsd
)

“here $ill I was selectied as ‘o:{e of the persons allowed
. . - . .
. \ ’ ;,_,,to_ge—’eo—ﬁkl’?ﬁo’nia University from chis county for a

i N - * S 3
shart course in radio and engineering. Xrom the

~

University we were sect to Cemp Donophiin and seiled for

¢ ~

Frence September 5, 1918; but were switched around amd o

[ e

80 did not see any active service. I left E‘i;éncge“ ’fa‘r-

O home on Becember 24th. June 24, 1919 1 married Ruby
Nell McCall of Carnegie, Cklaioma, whom I hed met at -
' the University. we bave since made our home in iami,

where I have been »“engag“ed in the mining business. we
. have two children, Jack and CGloria.

Yonclusion |

This brings to &' close &n interview with one who
‘though not himself active in the affairs of the Quapaws
knowa( from the oft repested conversations in the home
the difficulties that were'met amd overcome to give -
thekuapaws th; brogﬁ';i acres aud the rich mining lands

that have besn theirs,

2



