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LEGEND & STORY [FORM
- . . WORKS PROGRESS ADLINISTRATION

Indian-Pionetr His tory .Projec t for Oklahoma

Field worker's naiie Dannie Lee iiurns

This ro-jort made on (date) J u l Y ?> • . 193 7

1. This legend was
secured from, (name)

Address 232 H. is »Y. LJ.amit

This person i s (n?lc or ^PKffî ie) 3KS:1££$ ?KSWi Indian,

If Indian, give t r ibe (fliapaw ^ ^_^

Origin rnd h i s t o r y of legend or s tory From memory and

•od conversations froM Iiis pt-rents .

3. Write put the legend or s t o r y as completely a s p o s s i b l e . Uso blank
sheots' i '\nd cttr .chyfirmly to t h i s form. Number of sheets
at tached s

\
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INTERVIEW WITH 3 . ...
232 H. N. W,, Miami, Cklahoma

/ Nannie i-ee iiurno, Held worker
July 2, 1927

My father fs parents were Josieh t.nd Mary

from LTew York, ky grandmother Douthitt, . a part Caerokee,

made a .vidow by the v iv i l war and e l l means cf a l i v e -

lihood destroyed, was giveu transportation for herself

and her^Jhildren. »illiam A, and I ^ l i s s a J . ; to I l l i n o i s f

aad here she jecame a demonstrator for the linger

Sewing Hichine Company and with t.j.e treul westvrard ctjne

with her children from that state in 1880 and set t led

near Fulton, Kansas,,

s Were Abner .*alter -^brt.ns and L^lissa J .

is^nee Douthitt . Father was born l"ebruery 14; 1847̂

at l^ort .leavenvrcrth, l^enaas ana mother a t Louden, -enn-

essee, October, 8, 16oC. They were married a t Fulton

about"lt^3.
gather's early life

Grandmother Abrai.«s died w.cn fetLe:- wes four
* •

years old and his coiner when, he v/as .four w*t n. His

uncle, Benjamin i?. Toussey, became his guardian. T i l l

the deathxof his mother, he attended the local schools

which were no doubt rudw log buildings, end /was taught

reading, writing,end artfchuietic; but he was a reader
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cud at)his death he possessed a .very5 valuable l ib ra ry .

After h is mother's death, father Joined the army but

because of his youth, his" uncl.e secured Ids re lease .

«e ran away, however, and ^succeeded in enl is t ing 'again , j

ih^B tiios a t J?ort Scott,/and served through the war in \

western Kansas, Missouri, tnd Arkansas in the Second '
c

Kansas flattery. During his service he made a friend

that was to be of much help to hiin in la te r years namely,

Samel J.1 Crawford, future governor of ^ensas, &;d lkter-

an attorney in ..ashington, D. C.

After the war' closed, father prcvea up on a claim

ilson County and v.orked sone time a t a sawmill n-^er
• •

Saint Joseph, Hisso^uri, bu-. soon1 drifted back to pulton,

Here he went into the ^enerel merchandise business acd

\ T l a t e r also became interested in a Sowruill in Colorado,

Uncle Ben Tonseey

Uncle Ben was a Baptist missicaary to the Indi tns .

/ \Jtio knww several Indian languages. ^ caoe f i r ^ t to the

4uapaw country to preac. and scon the ^

te l l ing him the i r t roubles . Their land Was coveted by

the ca t t l e barons and they had no way of earning ft l iving

for themselves, end most of ixeir people had already

to the Osajp country*
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" \

r Uncle listened to them and suggested that they

talk to my father, as lie was 8 nuch younger men thai lie;

so they began coming to Fulton to see* my father, some-

• times on foot an\ soiuetimes r iding their ponies. But

father was established in business and did not l ike the

idea of l&asrlng there and bringing his wife end small

children to this ^new^country; and so i t continued th i s

way t i l l one day father was^t^ the sa-.iuill in Colorado

when he «aw in an old paper that congress jjas considering

• the Dawes i i i l l , which would gi"ve each Indian eighty

•and throw the res t of uheir land open to settlement.. He

.began to think of the ^uapaws and soon he wired mother
i r

and told har i f she was willing they would Sull the i r

holdings and move to the Indian i-'erri *ory. ohe agreed
* \* "

and by the time he disposed of his mil l and reached
\

ho:* ^ha had already scld pare of the i r property in Fulton^

Knowing that l̂ e would Jiave to depend on farming here he

' traded wh? t property he coal 3 not s e l l far young stock,

among which wes sixteen slorthorit cows, p;ood horses, new

wagons, aAd a buggyV\ and "farming implements. T h i S j I think,

in 1887. There wcs not a suita-ble house f

they werW allowea £Q l l ye on the govermnsiit

em
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one^and a half miles northeast of the present "-^unnydale \

Schopl. He made a l iving fpr nrs family vby sell ing W

butter and cordwood at Baxter Springs^.

. Q,uapaw Affairs • ' ^
: \

Aftey his a r r iva l , father visi ted the iMiau Agent

end' t r ied to secure his cooperation but, -there \seemed

nothing to do. Lost of the <cuapaT/s were gone a\rd a

\ , clause in their t reaty provided that when they had vacated

iheir reservation so many yearc, t he i r land reversed to

the government, oo in the company of Frank Valliere a^d

, he went' to the ^sa--e country aiid visi ted

the Quepaws there to shew then w¥-_oecessity of 1i

\

return if they wanted to save their land. immediately
N

\

aftea1 they came here my father ..es ^doyted into ^ t r i ^ e

Lhd th is 7/as to be his pay for t'a« help t;:et he'i^pedXxto

be tp them, iliey had no money and; th is was a l l "bhey

could offer, iiother became secret t ry &nd during \

father1* absence kept in tQUQfe v/ith things. Father

selected as h i s residence toe present family home

pcated on what waa\tlien known as the î onca Hi l l , and

now known as tha Abraks Hi l l ; and here shortly after he

oame, with the help of\the.tribesmen,Nie erected a
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story

i be-'en added tdxeal modernized, this* mart s

x\&s a part of trie buil,dif^. '
\ - • ' ' \ / • !

The fir^rt two trips\to v/aslJLingto^ wWeNmsu
\ . : M J

On the third tri j iny fatl.6^ wesitalking t

I iix-Governor Crawford of Kansas, ecd

boiT>e end take possession of tlte countiy

people on a. self-suppdrijiEsg basi*.

.Returned and employed JY ĴC Hogdin\of

to ^stsrsay tne counjtry arji to run

would leave, iff tlie marnlkg with. a\load of

picked up̂  from our h i l l

stones to iaa'rkxthe loj^tipas. i^ps wer- igade

^father would ^et tiiê m arouVid^^ie iaap Lpye^d mp'st' l i

•on t&esfloor tnd-"get the Indian's consent y*> locate

such a pleufo*. '^f course, most of them wanted to lorate,

in the "tipber but he- e«soned\with them that this would
\

ao.t fee-^good farjalng laĵ d anU<b f̂it 14(ey mis.t have land

tox make a livTng-r-Aaying ."You--t^e^TSg^-a^res here to

then you rtake*\u/e rest cut 'en the prairie
\j /

and i/Mrill get _you a man to farm i t am r.»ke you a living.M



So th is was done and Lhî n lather '.ve£t to Fulton and

./ent among the/Tenters there'"anil persuaded a number '*
// I

of families t^ move here, -jnokig'them were. tt;e Ginghams,

the Beths, we barbers, and oth«rs \»ho have' since become

prominent families* ^ a part of his contract, each

tenant viati to erect a s ik l l house anu buildii^gs.

The//prairie being covered with an exceller.t growth

of bluest em grass, fa ther \retsoned that th i s should _t>«

a great h a y ^ r k e t . ^e fee«an, tl.erofp^e'.^tcr^rork towards

s'eduring/a rai l road,

>othly during th i s time; every

influence possible wa!$ Jgelng used against' f a ther ' s

succeeded \,Ue fca^tlei-e., \«ould lose out.

chiefs not ro&lizing \fehe seriousness of what

done were easily ersubded or paid to sign /
they did no. understa:d t rd th is would mea/n

.ad been done,
\ I-'

n'ashing".

father would get an u-es^;- feeling £.t Vight

\\ and Vwould get in their J3ug»\y trnd drive" to the houe of

»oiiie one cf the tri^e,.ax)d p e ^ i b l y have to ta lk to

x̂ m a long time to find, out v;h'at v̂ as being done or

sa^d, for i t was not always easy^ -to get the Indians to/

evan to
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Mother besides acting asysecretary

>;

\ ,

Spent, much b ime &iaont them,

schools and l a t e r persuading! t&ev'tp- send' the children
' - ! A ( ••(• •• >

to iiaskell or Carlisle.^trsTlading- them to buiJK.

for themselves-/%t^auggesting methods of improving the

home and iVs sup-foundings, - \

j x ^ The Chief was e lec t ive , I think the f i r s t Chief >

1 . garter father ccme .^s Jin L'odiciue, folio .ed by uharlie

i '£uapaw^JJlackht,\vk, but lNhave often heard nil- aey thut

; iWter Clabber, who rsnained chief t i l l LjU deat^v, \

'; t^ie .most helpful to him and a^e...ed to understand nost

'\ . f^dXy./the importance<of what theXwere tr^riiig to d<

" \ Father'a Indian n&î e v.-&s ''.<Mte Kagle".
• V ' • ' ' \ '

' ^\( By 1895 father i with the help of\ the I tribesn^n

and\by followiiig |Gcv j . n o r CrawfordTis adVice, had things

^., .going pret ty much ^s he waaloed; so -..ith F W . Vell ierepo3sibiyvothi2i-a^ they ijcî k their maps tc\ wasting ton

and with tide'influence of Crawford and otr.ersV/hor;;

fattier had^met during his man;; t r ips there succeeded

in gett ing the maps they had made tccepted by ,the""

government as thev o f f ic ia l vallotruer.t,.«ia'ps for the

t r jbe . Lookiiig forward, f*t&w? thought tiiat the a l l o t -

mants should be protected against a l ienat ion, and was
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instrumental''! n getting a twenty-five yet-r restriction

the allotroant act. He thought in thiu tine

chat the Indians should be competent to take care of

'themselves agaiirst the grafter. , '
y '

In Inarch, Ib96, the vtuapaws were delivered "i .^ i r

patents ct .yandotts, ^11 signed by Grover «-Iev Ĵ.j. :.d.

•a£ soon as a l l che allotments were approved, General

i r , a i('risco official ;>rith f,,'lio;.i fstnor u~d oeen ir^

touch, caiue to cur^home and with the help of father

and those »ho h;-a woi-ked so faithfully vri. tx. him, secured

a right-of-vray across the ^uapav; country. Fattier, in

appreciation for liis services, received, rror, tLe Frisco

a l i fe annual pas-, but after uan; yd-rs i t arts cevo^ed

by^iirem. v-a& of t/.e coiiaitioi.y .f liit. Ixlyii.y the r ;- i l - ,

road secure the right-of-way wa., an t-grec--... t .0 esU-blish.

a station in .̂yQe territoi-y, ..iJLc a cs-Ilud ..jiapa,.. in

tj^e-'Cohtract, • this stipulation wes overlooked end no

^revision/Was u u e foi- -n r̂/.e/. t t-1" .cuaBi.4;, but the -.iatter

w&s adjusted l^tei . ..ith the establisiiment LX îiepew

anu th4 sidetrack cti..led a , a ship,inn ]oi^t ..as pro-

vided, for the aovmd'Lt hay rrown here.
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Land had been set aside lor the ,tuapo\v'Lission /
School aau the gover^Jucnt had b^en conducting a sjfuo^.1

here for some yea-rs. ..ihis was a mile east of/^uapaw. The

Catholics had also requested land for sic^cl purposes, so

forty acres in the section scuts -end^&st v/ere assigned

them, however, the did not establish a school thepe t i l l

after the closing of the^ cuaĵ iw klis&ion. y' ,

One incident that X^might mention before I leave this

subject. Ine day a^father v.'aS ret.dy t0 return hcirie from

..eshing-con, heyrfet at the stationJK^E. Lyking, who said,

\ y" ' /

"Abrams, I*'m licked." Fa trier ffsked him what he meant

and h« said th&t he could/not get che approval for the

•s'ale of the townsfte^f L'iaiai from the Otttv/es. Father
' • • / . • • '

replied thaj^xhey' needed the tc.m aid asked him'to ;ive ,'•
him his/papers; then calling; a fe^,, hb returned to the «

a'rjd-v/ith the aia o£ Crawford .̂-nh others that he

met there through his frequeut crips, in a couple^ of

./ours had the necessary signa .ures. **& Returned thg si'

signed napers to Lykins,' who ,,t.d been inebie to get:

results bec?-usb liv'-iiLs nou acquainted ..here*

ix-Gtovernor CrawiCrd tc;OK a great interest in \l
\

\ affairs,of che Q,uapaws,-t.rjd often vii-i-ced my fetheiyifit
/ \ .

our-'iiome. ^he Quapaws, in appreciation for whAt he h)ed

y^ done, said that when they could tjhey would/ "i' /
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remember him for his assistance./ xkis opportunity

did not present i t s e l i t i l l / a r t e r the ui...ccni^Aia-co cf

, the Quapev/ Iviission ocV.ool, vihen ^.x i.ri'oe by agr^eiv.ut

deeded him eighty acres oi' tLo i.assiOii - i l e . i'ataer,
—--— "̂

f e e l i n g t h ^ t h i a wcrk WLS nov,; done , ue^a:: t.c r i v e nuch

of i.is- t ime i ,6\le*sin£ ':&~j .It.-:;-. t.;:a o z t u n s i v e . fa rming

operations. \

Our ICari^. iioiae Life

Tiiere were four of us childBb:.; I had t\.o brothers,

iiarry aiid iiiarl h.} end o.ie s if ter , *-abQ Liizabet.v.

At f i r s t ti£. ,t..erc v/ere no ^u'lli-c ic, ^

bu i l t a sm&ll G i l d i n g i n Oue corner of our yard '<.

* //hired a .eccLer for us £nu foiy ol. ex cLilcirer. (that

-./anted to come. i*ere v/e at-eudec aCi.ool t i l l IiO^,
\

Thertt v/ere never less than eight or '.en pupils in tLis

school. Kirs, ^'ell ..ells nee i teoart v;&s ;ur l'-st . •
teacher. »

l:y parents were :..-ereytsd in ^oucati.i. t:A -&vo

esc'., of us xht. opportunity for a & ou eaucation. I

was «ent to i^ixter opringa, next to ;..o i-ilitary sc.col

at Columbia, "lien <To iVilli&m Jewell, c..; la:ar to oti
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liiy father v/us gu&rdiej, for several of t . e ^uapav?

children, tnd wts &lwa\s sure tlust tsajy were in school

while under his car9. One g i r l I remember, kary Lane,

tihen s:.e graduated rather tha i l e t her corae home father

told them a t the Loretta readery to teoch her music, and

kept her there as long &3 he could. „ ' -',

'. t ' / e had three tenant houses on tha farm, vv.ich consisted

of our six allotments of twelve hundred &cre$ on the

prairi«^"- One of 'ohem needed a well , sc fat .ei4 hired Cllie

1.1. Yvuse of Baxter oprings, to d r i l l i t . One evening

"Tbuse called m\r father ut> and >61d hiia frjafe he had a "Jack /

\ ' • '
. roine",«xfo-r»-h.iir-. 'iTney dr i l l ed ;tv;c more holes &;£i both
shov/ed ore .

Inning

Jrom Gelena, he hired irien 'who knew mxniufo and sunlt
/ ' <

a shaft . "xTaen, he organized t..e lov/a a:id' ckiaiioias kining

y, to develop our/laiii , a;.ek leased otr.er'lai.d.-'eest
/ ^

of oection 30. liios-t ofi ohe ore was iou^j&s^niy s i s t e r ' s ,

land, wh«re the «*hite Eagle, the Sunnyside, stJbe Dark Horse,

the String Bow, and tae Last Chance minea were eften/erds

opeaed. Other mines "jth&t father helped develop were:

Sunburt%, Onahe, i>obd, Good Luck, Landcaster, and o thers .
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Sunny side

•*. town called •^unnyside apran. u^ three-quarters

o£ja mile gouth of ..the present school of lhat name er>d <

continued t i l l 1910. I t even had a hote l ,

Karlier Mining

TLis successful mining had not been fa ther ' s f i r s t

venture, for lie had an in teres t in mining Bud v;&s often

around the Galena f ie lds , knew ore, and was always

watching for i t . In 1891 having to haul water^for

home use a mile and a half he hired Robinson am oteelman

to d r i l l him a well at the home where the windmill now

stands. This was dr i l led to the depths of sixty feet ,

but la ter i t wt>s deepened. . v *' „

with Governor Henfrow father formed the Tar Creole

Oil and Gas Company, waich leased a- lt-rje p t r t of the /

y

Quapaw acreage^ iney were interested in o i l hen, because

of the feet that rx'ar Creek gets- i t s naiue from an oily

t a r found ntar i t . 'ilxey Btpilled a fev/ shallow holesand beeuiae discouragedj so they turned their :-creege

as a wildcat proposition to the Pennsylvania Company

of that s ta te who neededj&c&i acreage to f i l l in»
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The Baxter Springs Home

Mother decided that she wanted pea fowls and ,&o ,

^ / \/ \

father to the home of kr.! Cooper in trie north

part of Baxter Springs to get them and he offered to '*

se l l them hia. house. 'i"he purchase was made that dsy and

the family was moved to Baxter Springs; but tiaa fanning

operations were s t i l l carried on a t the farm and father

came down ea-ch day.

We moved to Baxter Springs ill 19QC. ..'hile there

father helped recjjpga'nize the Baxter itetional -]5ank,

Hr. iire^»ter and tae lather ojf the IVte Charles Fribley

of th i s ci ty were liis essociatips in ihis work.
i \

In 1905 he bought his fira't" automobile, ,a Great
' - I

Snith, made in I'opeka,Kansas. Sjja 1915 he became active
I

in the mining field here in the I'iW-otate Dis t r i c t , but
he sold out in 1917 antSl retired.* From th i s time t i l l h i s

9 ' | *
'» 't ' '

death on January 13, 19£7 h* spent his time as be chose,

ut much of it with his books. Lojbhor passed on at the

farm home December 21, 1934.

Aftep finishing school I secured a position on

th« road in connection with iiank adrer t i s ing end

followed th is t i l l I decided that I wanted to be A

• ' . /
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f so in Kaasas G&y I pruch&sed a load of catt le,

end shipped them home and followed them and remained

here t i l l I was selected as one of the persons allov/ed

jtux-£&H*©^£I&noma University from this county for a

"short course in radio and engineering. IFrom the

University we were sent to Camp~S>nopiiin and sailed for

France September 5, 1918; but were swi/tciied around and

so did not see any active service. I l e f t France for •

home on December 24th. June 24, 1919 X married Huby

Well McCall of Carnegie, Oklahoma, whom 1 had met a t

the University, »e have since made our home in L'JLami,

•jsher* I have been engaged in the mining business, we

have two children, Jask-and Gloria.

^Conclusion

This brings to a "close an interview with one who

though not himself act ive in-the a f fa i r s of the Qua paws

knows from the oft repeated conversations in the home

tie d i f f i cu l t i e s tha t were met aid overcome to give *

the Quapaws the bro^d acres and the r ich mining lands

that have been t h e i r s .


