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Interview with S. M. Abbott
Hillside mission
Skiatook, Oklahoma. ,
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S ' HILISIDZ MISSION 4ND ITS HERYIT

I was bhorn in Fulton, II11n01s April 22, 1853,
My fgmher died when I was thirtean. My mother Sarah
Moreland Abbott and I made our way to Kansas and then

planning to raise cattle we cane to the land of the QOsages

) in 1‘8790 °“

. experiences living with the Osages during the year 1879,

Y .

It is there in' that manuscript, written in detail in my

LN

_'-beet hanﬁwriting, almost hand-printed.” There are four hun-

\

-f‘dred.énd rlfty pages of it. I have been years

R

and it hahrbeen my prayer to have it publlshed 80 1 could

»
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“*Lhéve»a 1ittle rqyalty from ;t. I wrote 1% for the 3tate

{
ulstericgl aocdety. Do you thlnk they would buy it? Ybu

“ oy read it I*am sure,you eri flnd it teresting.

(‘ £ /‘)” —- 3

LN > You see I am ‘an old man how, 84, crlppled‘and almost

'Tx N
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sriting it,

33

I have written the sQory of that trip and our

f;&f herplqss, but“my mihdris clzar and I am glad to ualk about- L
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2 thon e builu a temporary log hut. In 1882 ,we built our
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T ﬁtbe 58 yeaas I haVb apent herq in this. vicinity. The

gfirst yearr 1879, my mother and I lived with the Osages, °

.~ home, a droam homc for . I dréamegkthe why it should be”"

*
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built wag in the shape of a‘cross, five large réoms,ene | ) \

center room (Eﬁj'[. There we lived until ten years ago
when my mother passed away. I was so proud of tiat house,
-1 wanéed to have the largest house in the whole country

side, The "Star House" it was called and people came from

afar to see it.
. N )

If you follow this winding road by the iission three
miles northwest you will see 1%t as it stands in ruins today.
It 'fs on the bapk of Tyner Creek. The Ty;;r family, Osages,
lived 4n this vicinity when I came here. The old Tyner
cemetery is across the cereek from the ”Stér liouse™, but this
ceﬁetery is akandoned. There ar;“some twenty.of thirty
graves ihere,, overgrown with brush. Do mot try to visit it.
It is infested with snakes. (i found ££e old "Star House",
'It is used as'a barn, filled’with hay.. -It stands in the -
center.of a-corn fiéld. - The outer rooms are in a fair state
of pfeservaéibn but the fireplace hgs been removed fr&m the

cgﬁter room causing the building to sink in the middle.)

I remember one day in 1883, I had gone to a knoll near

¢

my home to look after my éattle, agdlimégine ny surprise_fo i

’

. .
see a hack approaching driven by a while man. He drove up and
said, "I am John Murdock, sent by the Phitladelphia quaker

Society to teach the Indians™. I referred him to Dr. Lloyd -
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‘who lived near. He was a white ﬁgn;who claimed some
Cherokee lineage. That's Wha? is‘;eft of his home, that
0ld log house tiere on the riége south of the Miséion.

Mr. Murdock called the“Indign; to their first
meeting in a grove néarfSQullaﬁl(Séuiripl) Creek neér ‘
here and then- proposed bﬁilding a churcﬁm So the Indians
gathered and built the first church, 10 x 20; of logs hewn ™
on two sides, mede a lime kiln, chinked in' the erevices,
puncheon floor. They mﬁde a p&or selection of a loestion
in fhe lowlands where the mosquitoes were deadly. |
| The next year (1884) they chose this spot on a hill-'

sid;. They &sgd what they could from the first church.’ The
Philadelphia Society sent two emissérics to see #h.t progress
Murdock hed made. ﬂhén they found thet he had obtained 76
members in one year they were S0 p%egsed that they sent him

. & signed check-book. #ith this fi;gncial aid a real lilission
was started. I remember they took Fhree wagdns and .went to
Coffeyville, 65 miles away, our basg‘éf supplies, to\get Ium-
ber. A delugeicame, the Cgney was ug so high they hah'tc

" camp for thfee weeks on their returngtrip. They buila\the

} \

~south wing of two rooms, two stories high and also built the

. church, «h&t could be used of this early church was tora
down leter and put in that {hite Hillside Baptist. Church

e

g CU_ 868 ‘there. on the northeﬁpi, ad joining these four acnes.
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Admission was free to Indian chilﬁren. Cherokees,

v \ !

Osages and ahawnees attended. 'The number. in attendance,

who lived at the liission were seventy-—fivé to eighty in its
\ “

prime. In keeping with this attendance, rooms were added

l

from year Lo year until the ssyon‘eventuallx had twanty-

counting the basement dnd
\ \
nged\for recre tion, the {second

four rooms, four stories hig’
attiec. The basement was a

floor had the dinlng room, k tcheg supply /room and te¥chers'

S

\
quarters; thexthird q100r an¢ attic had dormitories, the

[ -

boys on oge sfﬁe the\girls 4n th other. Tﬁe class rodms
\
were in an ad30§§1ng ~bulldiﬁg.‘ I\ am 11v ng in the s onlyy

habitable rooms fkft. These three were formerly. t§a¢ner '

indow [was Supé:i endent

\
watson's room. John\watson—wgth hig wif liza;;an R\O«A

\

daughters were sent b , the :h%ladel ia Lociety to také\ \'
\ \

quarters. This ro&q with th bay

charge of the Mission aﬁ¢er John xurdbck was sent west oﬁ \\

nb

duty by the Society. Johk atson was superintend¢nt untif
" Mission was abandoned.
I remember how they uded to send s hack around to \

f * 3 \\ i\ \

them to the yash |

gather up the Indian_cnildren:} They brotht them Whether

they wanted éo come or not. A ;-ys too

\
room upstairs apd had such a time\g :tting them cleaned up. !
o

\ \ , \

\‘ La '/’ \\\ \\
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hogshead (used garments), so, getting washed and dre:sed '
’rwere first ateps in their training. Both boys and girls \

%attendeq, ages from 6 to 18 or 19, grades from pri $'s T

| through what would be @th tpday, in thqse days it Yas \

according to readers. Whitq children qere allowed| to -
i

attend but had to pay d tuition of $8. éO a month, hich

included all; expenses.

SR

two beeves'a week to tﬁe Lission. I e?urted the

{
)

} ' ! )
I uséd to core ﬁo the. .iss8ion eyery week. ;t sold

nett, 17 years old. I have four chil%ren, two sogs 1iving

living

there énd wﬁan I mas 45 I married one 6f them, Roxie Ben- -
in uklahoma City, ﬁilliam and James, two daughter

wlth my wiﬁe at Ramona Jklahoma. ﬂour acres werge set asida
i -
j
for yhls Mission. I owned the surrounding 100 acres and these
7\ e )
rouﬁ acres, but the loan company has foreclosed, so 1 have

¢ ; -
/ nothing left. {

)

I remember thn hurdock said "We have a éhurch and a

school, so we must Aave a cemetery , 8O three apres ad join- -
««: §

ing the Mission gr?unds on the northeast were éet aside for
the Hillside Cemetbry (1885) The first grave dug there was
for a white boy, %4 years old, Jesse Pebbermet. There sre '

over two thousan7 graves there now, leading QBages, Shawnees,‘
Cherokses, intermarried citizens and'phites.g The most im~

‘ o
posing monument you will see is that of i, q. Bogers, last
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chief of the Cherokees. He was a fine man, he came to my

'/house«warming in 1882, and made a speech to,*ﬁhe Indieans.

/

. - ) P
/- ‘ Be sure to J.ook for the grave of iant Susan Fox.

I

., Her grave stone is c;lled ‘the "Mcnumen{; of the Madonna”,
/ ¢ " ‘/

There are many legends; about 11'.. ,I’G is called the "Angel

of Vision”, e%!., b It is the wori; of an Italian sculptor

and was made’ i;; Italy.: Jhen .;uﬁt Susan died five years .
aga, her husbund, Zd Fox, a propiinent Csage, bought it for

her grave, at-a price of $1909. I ﬁave béen sexton of this
‘cemetery 'for 40 years, funti}/eig*ht months :ago. Checking

with E. N. Holmes of the Tulsa Monument Company, he said this/
~s.tat;\te ugs of Carrara MQI{bIe made in Carrara Italy, purcha ed

/

 Yes, I know of three /abandon d eemeteries in thif

\) /

locali‘cy I have already told you ¢f the ;I‘yner cemetery

| v
in Pawhufka from A, P. Boyles,. J / / . /

across the creek’ from the "Star HouFe"," ny \ald home. There

are onlly a few headsto es left to rs‘ark the é‘! or 30 graves
{ | S/

.r.,there,;Qn old barb-
|

. - : : "
used as a burial g und for/the Tyner fanuly. 4n old aban-

doned Shawnee cepietery is one mile north of Ski took on U. S

Highway #11. 1% lies 1/8 of a mifle oAat 1n the dst of a '

corn field 17,/in ract, a part of tl/e carn field.' Th/h(

‘ ia owned by 7. l‘urses As T ran7’mﬁer therq were aHout 50 graves

! / { ' }
’ [ " [, . )
. .

vy
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On the slope of a hill at the mouth of Pantheéx Hollow -
is an abaqd;ned Osage cemeiery. Fol;éw Highway #11 no‘ h
from Skiaéook for about 9 milgé to,@ird Creek, from there
one-ha1f mile southwest (Qs the crg; flies) is Panther Cave.
Adbout 1885 or '86 Aﬁtoine Rogers, S praminent Osage/lndian,
wishing to cultivate the rich bottoi land of Bird Creek had
20 or 30 bodies moved from & lowland graveyard across to
the bench of the hill at the mouth of Panther Hollow, near
Fanther Cave. I used to huﬁt deer there. Rogers peid an
0ld farmer named sack Carr §R0P0 a piece to mOve each body,
Carf had to ﬁake a coffin for each body. The cemetery has
(ﬁeen abandoned for the last 20 years. There afe more th;q
. one hundred graves there. It has been fenced thTee gimes
but p;aiiie fire always destroys the fence. There are many
prom{nent Osages buried there, among whom are Judge Perrie?
'o; the Rock House; John Collins and Scott Antire, prominent
/cattlemen, inter-married-Osages ciéizens.

// iiell, come again soon and read this manuscript, I am, ~
sure you will find it interesting. It ;s true to fact. I
cannot wri?; any more, I am too hgrvousﬁ I spend ail my time
reading the Bible. ‘gfou see when I ieis /a boy my father made me
study t%e Biblé. He wénted me to be & preacher and it gave me

a dislike for the Holy Book, and I never read it again until
. .

v

S / A
. . /

. Vs ) s . .
v - | st ORI 4L
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the ldst Tew mdnt,a. Now I apend all my time studying it.

it 18 the most” valuable book I have ever read. I am afraid -

I will not’ live long enoughfgf complete study of it. I only
// . ‘ 'Q . . ) . .
went to a country school for a few years,. \[ gog my education

from my prized set of ten volumes of Ridﬁéia and my study of '
Shakespeare. This holy Book-woulg have been y best teacher,

Now I must study bard to make up for the lost Yyears.

Cmmaws. -

Surrounded by tall gfhss and“weeds, enclos\d by an
1d barb-wire fence, dillside .1isgion is £ill impasine. Its

o
r beaten four stories faciné%the east are.in\ & fair B
state o e 0ld wing on the west is fast fall-

{ng into decay. The rooms, all empty, except the three in which
Mr. aAbbott lives, are almost ghostly. <JCreaking flobrs, torn
wall ccverings, windowless openings, the home of bats and owls.
From :r. Abbott's description it is easy to imagine \Jjust what

" each room formerly was used for. The in.cenious bath\room looks
almost as if it could be used, so well was it constructed. |

Mr. =bbott, a cripple, is barely ®ble to hobble about in
the only three habitable rooms. He lives alone, a lititle kindly
men, with a face as fresh as a girl's, manndr gracious; a pleasant -
smile, a ready flow of conversation. |
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