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Jas. 3. Buchansm, Fleld worker .
Indien-Pionesr Hisfoyy 3990
July 15, 1987
Interview with William Rex Howland,
Cherokee Indian, Warnsr, Oklahona,
I, Willism R, Howland, was born September ¥,
16882, at the 014 Howland homestead, three miles ecast

and one mile seuth of nmr,

My father was Major Erestis J. Howland, a whi to-
maR, snd my mother was Susan (Rider) Howlend, Cherokes.
My father, Erastia J. Howland, was born May 23,
1834, in the state of Massachusetis ;nd reared in
Pennsylvania. In 1852, at the sge of eighteen he
came west and after much travel and adventure he
landed in the Indisn Territory. I kanow nothing of
his activities durin'g his ‘n? 1ife in the Territory,.
In the beginning of the Civil War he enlisted in
the Confederste Army. During the first year in the
service he was promoted to the rank of csptain under
General Stan ¥atie. Soon thersafter he was promoted
to the ramk of major, in whick position he served
the remainder of the war, stationed near Eufeuls.
Well 40 I remember I,I' father telling of one
of his most haserdous adventures during the Civil
War. He fook a seout squad and 'mdo horseback to
the Arkenses Ri ver near N.'Gibuan. hid his men exd
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horses in the brush near the river and swam across with
a federsl uniform tied on his head, Vhen acroas, he
dréssed in the uniform of a northern soldier amé -

made his way into the Federal caw)ids Ft. Olbacn,

there learned of the Federals’ plang and prepers-
ttons’ r;rﬂn sttack upon the conrcécutu. He

madé his way buck to his men and they rapidly con-
veyed the noews to G@ul Stan Watie at the Confederate
headgquarters, with the resmult that the Confederates
net them vith & surprise atteck at Flat Rock Ford
vhere s bloody betitle was Mt and Major Howlaad

was wounded im ome foot when his horse was shot from
under him, He hid hfimlr in the weeds and drush

for four dsys suffering the pains of his wound end
without food before he was found by his men snd

Sekem to 3¢ base hespital where he soon recovered

and returned to service,

After Major Howland's recovery from the wound
received in the dattle at Flat Rook Ford and bhis
return to service, he took part in the dloodiest
battle of the Civil War that was fought in the Indian

Territory, the battle of Honey Springs.
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3t «=Ft was on July 17, 1863, whea the Féedersl forces
under the occsmmdé of Genarsl James Blunt mads their
drive -gainut the Oonfedsrate Indians under the Come
mend of Gemersl Sten Watle. It wes st the Kl
Creesk toll bridge that the Federsls met with the
most stubbora resistence by the Confederstes and
paid the greatest price for victory, for 1y s
there they found Major Howland with his lgyal
Indian Commend well fortified at the acuth spproach
of the bridge, many o? his men hidden in a|ravine

Just west of the south approseh, a eannon
‘4n the rosdway near the south spprosch ¢ ding
the passags of the dridges It was there 'fm the
most sévere ﬁ?ting of the dattle of Springs
took plase, as the Federals made seversl aktempts
t0 take the bridge, each time meeting the | deadly

fire of Major Howland's Indiam rifilemen whjch dlocked

the dbridge with Federsl dead and mede Elk Gresk run
red with their blood, . The Confederates held the
bridge au}mt mperior nuxbers until tho\ ﬁoull
almost savsloped his cosmand by crossing Elk Cresk,
both-sast and west of the bridges

Realizing the perilous position of hisimen,
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Major Howland retreated to the south where he joined
forees with the miAn Confederate body that elimexed
the dattle of Honey Springs.

| Had the Yederals sufferec the loss throughout
the battle of Honey Springs’ as they 4id at the be-
gnning at X1k Creek, it would have never been a
Federal viotory.

During the war my father wes married to
Susan E. (Rider) Howland., They were msrried by an
Indien pressher at Caney, Choctew Nation, and
returned ¢t a place near Webbers Falls where they
settled on an Indisn claim. In 1868, they were
remarried dy Judge Vamn of the Canadian District,
There were nins childrem bora to them, In 1875,
they moved to & claim three miles sast and one xile
soutk of wvhere the towm of ¥Warner now stands and
et the remainder of their lives together in the
home they estadblished there, Their desths occurred
in 1868,
My father, being a carpenter, did e great deal

of carpenter woxk diring the recoustruction days
after e war. Hs did lots of work at Ft, Gidbson,

Ho made most of the tools he worked with,
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I was very young when my pareats 4died and my
boyhood days were spent as, and in the vicinity,
of my birth place and my schooling was in the Cherd
okes sehools. | | '

Whe I was seventeon ysers of ago I began
working for Cicero Devis on his ranch and worked
for him seven years. Leaving the nﬂeorg Devis
ranch, I worked for Campbell Ruué ou his farm
which wes located wiere the town of Warner is now
ot tuated. |

In leter years I sngeged in faming and have
followed that voestion to tt,rae-yuunt time,

In 1916, I was married to la-gx(Port.r, the dsugh-
ter of Squire Thomas Porter and Ellen V. {Joyner) |
Porter of near Wgrer, &_hhoni{

Your children have been dorn to us, three now
living; Xllen Sue, dorn September 11, 1918; Billy
Rex, born September 22, 1922, daied August 19, 1923;
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Rosemery, born November £2, 1925 and Gens Porter,

bora February 28, 1928, P



