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Field Worker's name ^irgi l iCoursey
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1. Name !.:» W. Abernathy

2. Post Office Address Aitus, O

3. Residence_addf*ess (or location) 4C2 : ast Broadway

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month :

5. Place of birth - 2.

Year 1866

6. Name of Father D» ! . .-.-beroethy

Other informetion about father

7. Name of kother ^•'ary Rhodes

Other infonpation about mother
s

Place of b i r th ! i^souri

Piece of bir th I.iaspari

Notes or complete narrative by the f ie ld wgjzker dealing with _the l i f e and
story of the person interviewed. itef^ar'lJo iAnual for suggested Subjects
and questions. Continue.on biaak^siieets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of s h e e t s a t t ached x .
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In December, 1889, my father end I bought

^-claims on three-quarters of a section of re]inguished

]and in Oklahoma. We we're living in lastlend County,

Texes, at thtt time, having moveo from.southeast

Missouri in 1876. In the following Jcnuery my

brother, Dan, end I moved on this cieim seven mi^es

southeast Qf Altus. YJe came in wagons drawn by

horse teams. We also "brought two yoke of oxen.

I worked the oxen and brother drove the horses.

At that time this was Creer County, Texas> a

county some forty-five by ninety miles in size, "

running in a northwesterly and southeasterly
r \

direction* I t was "later divided into three coun-

t ies . V

Dei* and I lived alone and "batched".

When we werje not engaged in our fan." ^ork we heuled

freight to/and from vernon, Texas. V<e received
/

our meiy at Frazier,some distance from us. The

towpr of Crazier no longer exists, having been moved

to the present site of Altus after the flood of

At one time Frezier was a thriving ) i t t l e frontier

V
town*
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s Crossing the river IJES the main diff iculty

in haull-ng from Vernon. There was quickfeand in

river and i t was very treacherous, especially aft^r

a r i s e . The send was sometimes set t led by runni

ca t t le across the r iver . Then l igh t wegon̂ ewetrooe 'We're!'
Is'

crossed ahead of the loaded wagons to t^st the satid.
* /

Along about 1891 or 1892, I/^wes hauling.

lumber for a luirber yard in A^tos. I had a new
/

wagon and was very proud of i t . On the reti/rn t r ip

v/e were heavily loaded but I f e l t my wagor/wou^-d

-' stand up provided re difi riot sink in the/'quacks end.
' / . -^

So we doubled teams to.fiiy wagon. V/e hid soEe-"di'f-

f icul ty out in the r iver end almostx^ef° re v?e

realized" i t , the water had r-irsen u/ttiT the wagon.

load of lumber wes almost reedy io f loa t . We -quick!^
- A' J

unhitched the mates\nd soiBfione carried them to thebank. In-a l a s t .moment of ppnic I t ied a rope to

the-top of one of the back/wagon wheels enc hastened

to the banks. I had- juslf reached safety vite- n the j

wagon began floating, / i t flopped oveh? in the water, (
i '

the wcgon lending on/the load of liimber. The wagon
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tongue pointed down stream end the whole thing began

drifting.

There were itoiae fifteen or twenty men
\ ' . " .

present,. We begen oulHng on the rope. In'a short

time my-̂ agon was pulled to shore*. Net one piece

of lumber was los t . This was very fortunete, be-

cause I have known'many instances where the wefon
and everything

——Soae

*es lost .

olA. sejt t iers had a very herd

timefgetting by. Money was scarce end evei

one did have noney he sometimes had difficulty in x

getting supplies. I knew one fesd^y that had no*h** \

ing to 'eat for several days xe^xcept p'u/zpkiru ije'iry ' ''s

people remiered po*1 e cayte"1 Tow for-ase ii) grec se

lamps.

Vost of/ the early houses, as wen as

churches a#a schools were dugouts. One would be

surprised how nice end cozy these dugouts coild

>e made. , Thevj£jELrjarratheiL-.atti!aC-ti_Ye vith white

canvas oil the, wai 1 s and gunny sack carpet,-—Tftey

.were feool in the summer and werm in the winter.

\, I
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t i y r r i e d a f t e r we had l ived here

about two years . He now l i v e s in New Mexico. I

married a school teacher in 1895. • •

I remerr.ber I had one of the f i r s t bugpies

i ^ ^ t h i ^ country. Dr. Dobbs had one, 8nd e Vr,

Sumrdy a;t Locke Had one.

I began carrying the mail ""on. the ru ra l
\

route south and west of Altus i n 1909. I drove

a horse and bur,gy for nine yea r s , then usefl cars

u n t i l my re t i rement , f ive yeera SPO.

There /was a big snow storm in February^- x

•

1913. I remember I was the- only' carrier ou"t of

"""• - - ^ ' ' ••'' ' C
six thet/mett*--:tjie r^u-te that day,

•' -"' \ y* --. \s ,

.i t t l e pony end *a\£aod eneio^e^a hack rwlth a coal

stpve, J&CL the return>route there was" e long stretch

nqrth. ,Ice froze on the'"~\

yn the retu

.where I was cfcrfving due

por t window untilv~"i-ir68 coii$"«lled to look out frpm

the s ide of the cab t o see hoit^fe«r"(3'rlVe. when

we turned east the ic6 fe^l to the ground in one

big sheet.


