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‘Field Worker's name _"irgil :Coursey . ,
" 7

T

This report made on (date) Ju'y &2 ' 193 7/
- &J
4
‘ /
1, Name L. ¥%. Lbernethy
2, Post Office Address _ 4ltus, Jklehora
3, Residence addfess (or loégtion) __1{1&?2 -ast 3roedway ' ™~
( ".Mﬁ“"\“‘"r'—u S
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month  CCYOLeR™ ™™= Dgy 3  Year 1866
5. Place of birth - X 5
6., Name of Father D. | . =berie'ny : Place of birth ' issouri
- “~
Other informetion about father L S
7. Name of kother Mary Rhodes ______Plsce of birts _Iisspuri
Other information about mother ) ) | /
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Notes or complete narrative by the fieldl;.ck 1 r/aéaling with the life and
story of the person interviewed., Refs=s o manual for suggested subjects

and questions, ContiWheets if necessary and attach firmly to
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 ABERMETHY, M. W. INTERVIEW. ‘ 4971,
LT e ‘ |
In December, 1889, my father end I bought
L-cleims on three-querters of a section of rejlnéﬁisﬁed
land in Oklehoma. We were livicg in Bastlend County,
Texss, et thet tine, gaving‘moved from,soatheast . -
Missouri in 1876. In the followiug Jenuery my
br5ther, Dan, end I moved on this clsim seven niles ’
southeas; Qf Alﬁus. We ceme in wegons drawn by
horse teams. We &ls0 brought two voke of oxen.
- .
I worked the oxen &nd brother drove the horses.
At fhat time this wes Creer County, Texes, =
county some forty-five by ninety rdles in size,
running in a northﬁestc?1y and southeasterly
ﬁirectiogé\ It was 1ater divided into threé coﬁn-
ties. f
Déq and I lived alone and "batched”.
- When we weAe not engeged in our ferm work we hsuled
freight t?/and from Vernon, Texas. %e received
our mg}y/at Frazier ,some distence frow us. The
toqy/gf “razier no lorger exists, having been moved

% .
f/%o the present site of Altus efter the flood of 1€91.

C
tom. ’ -

=

. At one time FTrazier wes s thriving/)ittlé frontier




“AHERNA'mY NI. W. INTERVIEW. 497]
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CrOSaing the river wes the main olfficuXty

V'

in heuling from Vernom., There was quickband in the

b

g rise, The send was sometimes sett]ed by runnl ’

cattle acrogs the river. Then Tight wagonﬁj

s
f

erossed ahgad of the l1oeded wagons to };ést the send,.

A,/.. Along esbout 1891 or 1892, 1,438 hauling .
lumber for a Tumber yerd in 4? tus. I hed s n%v
‘wagon and was very proud of 1’c. On the \rety/i'n trip
/¢ were heavily loaded but I felt Iixy wago?/wou%d

~ / / - e

¢ gtend up provided we dia rot sink in the/ quic}\sand. e
-

So we doubled teams to. {ny wagon., We 7éd s/&/dif-

load of lumber wes a],most reedy fo f]oat. We -guick?
N (/" /

unhitched the_rqus %“nd someong carried them to the
bank. I‘n'a’ last moment of p/\nic I tied & rope to

- a
the .top of one of the back/wagz\on wheels enc hastened ,
/ v i’

., to the banks. I hed Jus reach@d safety vie n the ,/

wagon began floating. /It f'ioppad oveT in the water, (
‘ *

\ the wegon lending on/the loed of anber. 'I'he wagnon



ABERNATHY, M. W. INTERVIEW, . 4971 ‘
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tongue pointgd down streem and the whoﬁe thing began

: drifting. - , L
There were some fifteen or tweuty men 7
‘ ! N\ . , e
‘ ' pfesent.‘ We begen nulling on the rope. In & short ~ ~

-

time my.ragon wes pulled to shore. Nct one piece

4 N\

of lumber was ost. This was very fortunete, be-
ceuse I have known meny instances where the wegon

and everything iﬁ'& wa:s lost.

- - SG%879§4fh3—Q_ﬂlsettlers had a very herd

e,
e e e

time/égg;;ng by. Money was scarce end eve

—7

L

one did heve roney he sometimes had ¢ifficulty in\

N
(

\ .getting supplies. I knew o2ne fami?y that had noth« ‘\ ,"iﬁ*
ing to eat for several dsys xcept Surp in. Lan?“MJ“;:zk\‘ﬁﬁizj? WV
N . R Y ‘ N
\ "/

~ § N
people rendered pole cal ta'low for-use in gre:se \\

lamps.

the early houses, as well gsg “ ‘\

d schaols were dugouts. Cne would be .

{sed how nice and cozy these dugouts culd .-

e mede, Theananacraihsrha;tnan&ive vith white
e

- canvas o the walls ané gunny sack carpetf/*Tth N

/

/were cool in the sunmer and werm in the winter., . N




ABERNATHY, M, W, INTERVIEW. 49%1
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B . L
rried after we had lived here L

about two years. He now lives in New Mexico. 1
- ma;ried a schéo\ teacher in 1895,

- 1 remenber 1 hed cne of the first bugpies
\i'ii“thia\po\gntry’?‘ Dr. Dobbs had one, end s Ir.
SumrdY\ax Locke had dne:\ ~

I begen carrying the mail’on the rural

, . N
_route south and west of Altus in 1909, I drove

P

a horse and burgy for nine years, then used cers -

until my retirement, five yveers sgo,

—vﬂ__in

. 1913. I remember I was thy on'iy v&rmer

Ny
six that/ madﬁu\t\he rgme that day, /I/haﬂ -8 m:rvsi )
\\“f/ -~
—-—-nr%gittla pony &and 8- %QOG ené‘l/s\ hgc‘( ,wi'_h,h a coal e N
T = T O T
stove. /én the Tetu ute there wes e long stretch T

vhero I was drfving duc\Qrth. ,I’ce froze on tﬁé“‘\\

~— \

K port vdndov until\\}wes compalled to Yook out from

V the side of the cab to see hom/tc"dﬁve.
= o

we turned east the ieé fe’l to the gmund in one

¢~ big sheet, _ -




