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Interview with Matie (Thoma gS:B£§i> a
) 547 North Cheyenne. St £:3
Tulaa, Oxlahoma.. i Cly

An interview between uatie (Heck Thomas Slﬁgybrth

Cheyenne Straeb. Tulaa, Oklshoma. and Lawrence D. Hibdbs,

»

field worker. covering the early day experienoo of her
5

husband as an enforcementlorficer ‘and hia bart in help-
State to the position 1t’now holds emong the other

ing to bring oun«Statea of ‘the nation. This is t0ld in

Heck Thomas® own words. . -

In the aummer of 1885 I was traveling through the
'M.{ Y t
ountrv in the vicinity of Lime Stone Gap in Indisn Ter- °

ritory. I was no% lo king for anyoﬁe in that vioinity

¥

but stopped at the General store forha“ten provisions

and was told that a young man had besn found.dead (mur-
_dered) 'in & corn field on the outskirts of the tomn. He .~
was a local young man and a farm yoy. ’ -

.~ that time there were no officers except the dep- -
uty mafghala fraveling through, so I;went to the scene of
the murder gnd tegan an investigation. Some S;ys pla;ing o
in the corn field had discoversd the boy which was
identified as a young fellow, nemed Ed. Davis, who worked on:
a farm near by. I found that the young fellow had been
missin.- several days after attending a dance 15 the neigh-

1 4

hood.. I learned he ‘had attended the dance at the home of-
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Gaorge Morris whose father made his héme there also. ur-
ing'tﬁe,dance tée old man Morris playad the fiddla fof the
dancers. All went merrily, due to:ylenty of whiskey, and
after the dance young Davis started for hore, but‘ns1phe
rest of the crafﬁ'prepared’to leave, the old men Mér?is
cried "don't ko yet, let's have another dance& and stood
in the doorway p}ayihg_his fiddle and keeping the peoplé
from going. Hié son had been'gone“rom the house some ‘

-

half hour;

N

% had rained the day after the dunce snd before the
body was found and I was afraid clues would be scarce but €

I found a shot gun(shell which had. been fired in the weedscgg

by the s;de of the road. It was a home filled shell and I
found'gfpiece éf peculiar paper that had been used as wad-
~ding. A thin piece of paper with a brown strips, TI-found
onlyuone shell ahd only an; char e héd been fired into’the

Bbdy._ In looking for foot prints I found prints in the. ’

corn field made by cowboy boots with heels badly run down "
- v : - :
and the sole o the left boot loose at the toe so that it

showed thas it dreg.-ed.

I'had this evidénce and then hunted evidence as to

~
eriecies, .and femals association.
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I found that both George Morris and his father had
l.een oupoctgd of cattle thefts in the neighbnrhood and
that Davis wis supposed to have some knowledge of this,
Also Morris' wi‘e wns nn old sweetheariof Davis, and
there was sHme Jealousywon agcount of' it. So T hegan
ny investigation of their lives. In searchiny the
Morris fhone, T fbund papef lining a dresssr df;yor in
ag upstairs bedroom.matohinh the papér that tind been
used in the shot ,un shell und that paper from the
shell exndtly fitted ¢ torn corner Ln‘the pdpor in the
dresser drawer. 1 searxthed for tim c'ov.ebo‘y bontn qr;d
finall{«found them thrown awéy‘beck under the house,

the run down heel and the torn ssle exactly fitting the

Toot printTound in the cern field whers the body was

~
v

-Cound.

"hen the Morrises were arraigned)thpy confessed to
the murder an@iwere aente:;ed to life imprisonment.

Ynugg borris had hidden by the side of-ihe road and
shut nav}s as he went along and then carried the ﬁbdy in-
to the corn fleld. . -

The following is & letter written by I. C. Parker,

Ft. Smith Arkansas Federal Judge to Grover Cleveland in

1893,
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1/ 0. Parker, . . ' ’
fetrict Judge
U- s# CO\!I’%B )
At Chambers A

) . 7, Smith, Arkensas.
. T ¥ebrnary £1, 18983,

\ Arovar Cleweland .

The Preaident

© am '{nformed that fhe friends of Nan't Hact Thomas,
now livin' at Gnthrie, nkirhomn, will nresent hi~ tn 7on

)
ar A auitahle versnan tn ha npnninted Marahal »° the Thited
atatar Courte for Okishora,

1 have known Canp't Thomsa gince 1-55 and T can state
that he ie entirely qualified for ths nosition. He has
done much se-vice as a deputy Marshal, is thoropgﬁly con-

* vargant with the duties of the office, and is entirely

N

famili<r with the countrv and %the paonle 1ivin, in 1%. He

ir » man o hi h character and intellisence and of great
¢ urase and;? regnrd him ar peeuliark qualified to meef
the emergencies which are likelv to arise in the officeof
varshal of (Qklahoma.

"’ 1 de noi helieva vou could appdint anyone'who‘would
be hatter adanééd to the o~ffice than Can*t Thomas.' 1 am
sure he would diecharye the dueies ol the office to your
entire satisfaction and s as t bring comeendations in

hie favor from the people who luok to that officer in the

territory for protection.
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Cap't Thomas has done very —uch service for the Gov-
qegrnment lnjthe way of breakin. up lawless bands of dea-"~
peradoes,\ﬁade up of murderers, trsin, bank and Express
robbers. I resard him as just the man for the position.
le is A man ;F intersrity and I would be glad %o see him

anvointed.

1 am respectfullv,

" _ Your friend,
{dictated). ‘ 1. ©. Parker



