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The Meece-Family. • i ' •
* * •• •

T foel 3orry for any one v,ho h.* a never had .the <priv-

Uego ^f pioneering, I imagine w/ errly expo riu nee a .were
• ' • i /-^ .

to_ the experiences of the Majority of children.__&£_

ray age but i t seems to ae that I just began to live v;hen

^e came to Oklahome. - . . • ' •

j ^ f i r a t school does not seem to have meant "much to

-'me, but î r f i rs t school in 0R1 h.oma stmida put from .-/ll'the

rest ond th,e f i rs t teacher—well—I an. not s$tre I could

, name svery teacher v.ho has' tsught at .'Dayton, but J do x.ot
. • , - * • ' • ,

' believe that one of UXJ .ho attendid 6ur f i r s t 3ChooaTln

hasha -forgotter..,;.;i33 T,

For moniiis beforef September .16, 189S, It seems to

ne-lit t le else was talked of in our home ir. Northern •-

i3sojtiri but the "Race" and'\?e childrela could .hprdly-^ait
• " ' • . " * • *

unti l ' the next Spring to come vs?hen we could move to. our
" • ' • • • ' . • • ' •

claim. Daddy 4i& luc^y enough to stalfce, /?e ran imaginary
. . . • • • . - t/< ,

. i . v • • . • • • . < •

. races, "over.&nd over, before we finally came to our claim
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iif%ferch 1894 and I don't suppose any of. us have ever

, experienced a~greater -thrill than tvhen we f i r s t caught.

sight of our claim. And I do not Relieve, even it i t " .

should be our lot to l ive in a mansion some tine," we

" TOUld enjoy i t ns iouch P,B that 10 x If shanty that was

our fi"*.*st home* v . . '

All of-us rea l ize no ?r that pioneering is n^t easy

and did not mean just-a lark for the older ones. To' a

Father T.ith no helpaeet and five children, i t must hove

presented .staggering problems. I TOnder now r.r.c some of

~ t̂ne older ones must have wondered then, hov. we ;^ot a?.one

a3 well r.3 we did. . \ . • ' p - '
. * • • * '•

cliiabed* everythi. /? climtable, end escaped i th no broken

bones.. Jeff and Walter both managed to shoot themselves,

s:t seriously as i t happened. Jeff cut two of WaLter^'

* finders but they grev. back and they are both aijve.to te l l
. • , : : • • - - • , • • • • •

• t h c t a l e . . . - • ,
> •

(Most of theYirst settlers remember the l i t t l e

and.post office Daddy ran- for. about two years, Tht̂ 'most v
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that i t meant t6 me .vms a place I could ,^et a l l the carii

x Mid eat , ljut others he vetoed'me since tha.t i t meant

the difference to then betwae-n having to pull up stakes ^ . -

and 5° bade home ami st&y-ing^ith their , claims un t i l t ines

were-better.

The or iginal s tore v/a«j located 0; e mile weit of Daddy*s

store and wa.̂  named Poll?- " I t was at the corners of the four

counties," vhich were called P,,O, L, aii.cl-K un t i l they wore

given real names. P n'iiod, 3rant, C was!named G«rf1eld, .

L was. nameid 1'loble nnd K kept i t s name, rut i t is nov- spelled.. *

,"feft; had a rather unusual experience in tho ' s tore one

k t r e ^ s a r :lt5f ̂ l u trhrTr-te. —Trro-men-choî te thtrt

-tfeul?ir ni(dit to attenrpl- to ror>tr,^ s to re . They evidently '

^de sure, ̂ r tfcou^l .th^'hpd, thfct r.o'one \,~-s .there*
• / . " • • " • - J " . • • • - ' - " •

ng »shat I do about Jcff f3 a b i l i t y to sleep through'.-
' • IP

•a.hvtMng and everythic,-.^ I e& s t i l l v.'ondt.-rfn?~ ho? he happened'
; . " . " ' . •> •

to X1-&KV up.. But*WHke up he did, to .hear the robb^r^ discuss-

ing. what to take and what Jio-ts-fcb take and. laying out what

th.ey decided, to take. 3"eff1s bunk wu under the eoiinter on
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the north aide a«U he 3a y at i l l un t i l they s tar ted to come

,.',.,afpund the counter on that '&:<&• F̂hen he shot" just .above

their heads. They l e f t and forgot to, take the- goods they

. haxl lai-d out with them." No»other" attempt at robbery was .

ever ma4e. , , '
. ' „ • - . * '

••\ Ours was the ^irst good- house to be'built in our

"'• cojisauni-ty. ;.s we had plenty of room our- home wa'v used for

Sunday school for a while. . ' •

During that suomer, Dr day made a t r ip to Hunnev/ell,

- ' Kansas, aiid cacoe home* with a new hat for Lucy and ine* Jk

new hat was not an incident in those days. I t was an event.

/, But with 3unday school in our own -honc4 hov were, we to le t

a l l the neighbors kno^ about our new hats? Opportunity

, * ^usually presents i tself under stress and a cfcildTs brain

13 active. ' By the next Sunday we had studied out a

• \ \>& Lent upstairs' to dress BI$ stayed^until' most of°

.crowd had gathered. F.e then put on our hats, slipped out

•*' ',a side.door, 7/ent around -to the front door and came in.

*̂  Somo of the older ones got a good lâ jigh ^titsqf i t but vie

". «• were satisfied. We. got to show our new hats .
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Our l i t t l e sod school house bu i l t l a t e r was a rea l

conmunl-ty-ceai-t&r,. 3und6y-sGhool end 'Xiternrles'/ s ^ p p l

programs, protracted laee'tin^s—'eveiythii.g waa held there .

Ons night s t a school program, in acme way A ker-

osene lamp was ovex-turned on the l i t t l e stage*- A nu y ox

of ^ijidren were on the stage and inopt of the rest of us

were .s i t t ing on the front seats,, waiting our t'Urna. Soma

people s-tarted for the window's, some for the doors, e.no. .

scrfe for the ehildren.- . i l l Hnna reached the lamp f i r s t

and threw I t out of the win~dow and'order wa-f f inal ly r e -

stored and the program 'finished, I wil l hot vouch for

.this), but tMy say that Wrs« Wia^-and Mrs. BcaenhĴ aer both

same- v/indo« a t - the

;. swung oh. a pivot in the cannery I don't believe "

X feajoye'd anything much more in the e t r l y days than when

1":'w$s helping Grace ">nide.r held down her claim. I t i s

. characterist ic of'me' tha t I remember tlie funny things that

happen the longest -?nd what I xfemeaber the best &&o&k-«tay*>

ing \i 1th Grace i3 the time I gqt behind the door and'heard

"her and, ah assessor ^ellin"g ep.c.h other ho« very lonely they

got holding downvth*eir claims* ' . . . ' •
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Then there was the time Daddy wakened ua from a sound
"tx >"••&_ . *•'" ' . , , '

gjleep-one night- and hustled us. to. the cellar," believing a

cyclone was almost upon us. .«e sat tiiere several minutes

in fear and trembling, for, many and varied Were the stories

ve had heard of the western cyclone. But finally when noth-

ing happened, we got up courage to peer out cautiously eni

saw nothing but a sl^r studded.with s ta rs . I t had been only

a passing cloud.

, I will have to quit but before I stop I would pause %

a moment to pay loving tribute to those early day nothers,

who opened their hearts just a l i t t l e -wider to include a

motherless l i t t l e group, who landed, in tneir Eiidst..

uf they v.'er° happy; '
times. The- third year - 1897 - Is s t i l l knom as the'^good

crop' year* And then everyone began to breathe nore e«isily«,

tfore ^ood homes sp^anr: up. %rns and granaries vcre b'.iilt.

Farming became a re?jl industry. <

Claims t<ere proved up on and the d r i f t e r drifted on

elsewhere. I am proud, veiy1 proud, to have .been « d

of one of Oklahoma's f i r s t ' s e t t l e r s and the wife <k another*.


