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Field Worker's name Augusta H. Custer _
This gomrt pade’ on' (date) ' November 12, ‘ 1931'7 _
. , ”\
4, Name Mrs. Cora Roberts
2, Post 07fice Address Geary, Oklahoma
3, Residcnce address (or location) Two miles south , one east.
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month ‘ Day Year 1866
5 Place of birth Illinois L
‘ S
6. Name of Father Leonard groadstone Flace of birth Indiana
-Other information about fether ,farmer
7. Name of Mother Katherine Meyers . Place of birth Indiena

Other information about mother

-

3
X

Notes or complcte ‘narratvive by the field worker dewaling with the 1ifz and
story of the .erson interviewsd, RcTer to Manual for swTusted subjects
ond questions. Continue on blank shertf‘ if nccessary and attar'h firmly to’
this form, Number of shcets attached 6 - - .




447

ROBERTS, CORA. INTERVIEW, 9156,
"Augusta H, Custer, S . . o

Investigator,
November 12, 1937.

EE

Interview f#ith lirs. Cora Roberts,
Geary, Oklshoma. .

[

I lived in Kansas before this cou’.nt:cy was opened' to
séttlement. We took up a claiml\azﬁ, have lived here éver
since except when‘-I went to Celifornis for a few months
_ &t ong time, went back to Kanses one tihe, and"wént on a
trip ‘to Illinois with Iy hug:bénd ten yesrs ago for a visi‘c.

Ir, Roberts left me and the baby in kdnsas whilgj he

”

‘came to Uklahome Territory to see if he could get some of

.

.

the.Govermment land and wes gone almost three months. | -
L4 . s

vhen he ceme back he.said he }nad staked a claim but could
20t fi.e on the place as there were too many ahead of hiu.
X@sbam loaded sene of our 'furniture amd farm im-~

fledents, a few chicken's and a team of mules in an emigran
A ] ‘ '~ he ¢
car znd ship.,ed then to Ukarche where/met me and advised

[ N

¢ to ride on down to, Derlington, e Government Indian

1

ageiicy, on the train.
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From there we loaded on the Wagou’o top he /ﬁﬁzfah;

furniture and other necessities. There we

just headed across the country. .wWhen we.got’

Cenadian River it washup so high that we had to n-east

.

and cross near bl Reno as thal wus the oniy bridge

t.e river. The cduntry was sc rough thet I had &ll
S v

cculd do to hold onto my baby and stay oa the wegon,

the. load was hiher then the sidebourds. 1t took

?

two days to go frorx Darlington to the élgim, snd it wes

twelve o'clock whea we. got there. Ly arr.s sched and I

supjpose that I went to sleep, for when I swoke 1 did not
]

, , (
have the baby in my srms end begen to screa:. that he was

-

lest, But one of the men with my husband told me not to-

worry thot he bad teken him away from me and was cerrying

. B

hin scfely.

- o . P
veorge Lyman filed on the place just east o¢f us shd

»
=,

~Ts3. »7asn cune with me as fer as vkerche. She did not

ret Lver ca their plece for over a week after 1 got to

Iy sneck.
*

+ The first thing we did when we got to our. cleim was

% set up & bed end get to bed as soon as possible. I

»
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lever was any more tired in'my life Lhan the first hight

"in the shack on the claim -- and well do I remember the

second night. There was & low heavy cloud in the west

a .
- .
a.Ju norta thet developed into o.ue of the hardest reims 'l

huve ever seen. Thut little ola shack rLude oi boards

set on end and another bosrd over‘ihe crucks and a ter
- j ~

roof wss not aaegmete-to turn thet rain. It just cane

on througi the roof wnd ran down the wull on the inside

of tne room, on the west wud nortl siue. we had gone to o

bed ead had to get up and light the l..ter. &8 the water
would heve broxen the lamp chimney. .e mcved the bed
clcthes about from h@&%zzgr?ﬁére when & uew lezk would
spring up. The @en tried to lsugh ard joke aboﬁt the

matter tut it wes no joke’;tk with my baby wet and cry-
Lo "?y -

il
ing; .¢ 1o ce t¢ get him dry =nd comfgriable. .-

Then another one of my difficulties was the waiter.
I hed been able to keep my cﬁild's dresses white and clean

when we were in kKensas, Here we got weter out of a hole;

. - ’ [} Lt
the water wss gyp eand sosp would curdle.. The baby, seven

moaths old, would crawl eround on the dirt floor and this

’

red dirt nearly drové'ms frantic. I could not wesh amd -

4
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keep those dresses white. So I wrote to relatives iﬁ4:i

Kanseas to send ne some colored dresses and théy did~--
. o ,/j__‘__,.. ——— T T T T e e - ——
ready-made ones, which wus-a blessing as 1 had no sewing

zac.ine.
Ll .
- de brought cammed fruit and vegetables with us am
nud sone mezt end lard. Lhis was nore than nost ol our

first neighvors had. I remember a ferily ruwed Crane; 2
N ‘w . B

taey had nothing excedt five ciyj

ldten. ile hed filed on

Lo A \ n . .
clairi south of us ani they were forced to go to &l Reno
wna spend the rirst winter where the county lelped them
‘ »

ata he could get a little work. I1.was slways thankful
thet I ¢id not have to’receive-hglp from the codhty.

’ A '
an 0ld bachelor taught me how to neke sour douch

treed. I was accustomed to meking light bread erd biscuit
I
. T, -
W.th sour milx but “we were here over a yeax before we got

a cow and did not have milk to make bread. oour dough

uresd is made by letting some biscuit dough set until it
> ,

. -

’

ssOurs, then add some water end soda with this, together ..
p A
A .

with salt end shortening. You keep & "start" from this

Tor your next batch of bread. lieighbors often would give
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‘o' thut they c;buld have the sour -~

sceroety meetings.
2

und ws we haed lules,

y 4 A ° 4 ¢ // o “
4 (3 . > 1 )
. out we pickeu Up us muny’es we coxywxz Lok then along
o . . - -~

with us.
‘ * - / » -‘ ) )
g big dugout just sust wnuo ¢ male nportn

. Jhere Wa

o . . R ’
¢ larse cerowd in the. roow wid

er cne pight there wus ¢

fire in the rireplace. wone of the siearl boys went

.
3

& 015
cutsiie wli placed a big stone over the stove.pipe and
: N

N

siehed ws outs 1% uiG not take %he wnen loug to get those

- ’ - - ~ »

ooy e roundea up wm kKeep theim
..-M‘»v

<

in the uugout.
-~ //‘ ) ’ : L 4 . .
~I. -Lyman played the violian. Le also’'worked in a
P . . Q\
[ .

. stere ut okarche w«nd he uwid Lars. Lyneu cuie besck to their -

R & N . LN
-¢izim over the weex-end and called it their houe enough

to vrove upon their place, then they soid it and moved -~
G . ,4\ N
ﬁ” 4 3 0y N -

. away. ut when he ceme home he would play erd we would
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have 'dances somewhere in &e neig‘hb.orhood. « Kveryone

“
¥

s
- wegt and took all the children. - - A

TS

We had very La.ttle sickness and never needed a
doctor. 1 remember Dr. Powell role the longest- leé,ged g»l\ >
horse I ever saw &nd ne passed by ouxr piace quite often.
fihen the weather was extramely' warm he would carry a
paf'asol over his head, which loo}ced odd to me. He was
rather a short man and his legs d1d not cone down under .,
the horse as most riders legs do. Or/tarie our SOn was .
playing with a lot of little articles &rd among them were-b .
some‘-pennies.l E%e puf_séme of them in his mouth and .
swallowed ose. 1 vas very frightenéd ard thought as
soon as “my husbﬁand care in from his work I ;vo’uld have
him teke the boy on a mule to the doctor. But in'a short
time I looked dewn-the tréil emi saw Dr. Powell caning

toward our house. I ran out to stop him ard when I told

. &

him my tro.ble he said not to-worry that the penny would

-

20t hurt the boy. It wad such.a relief to know that end

" sure enough there were no bed effects from his um*.sua'f

' 2

_.,:r

diet. e @,% L w
fg -
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When our Son was 0ld enough to ge to school Mr.

<

o h-Y - .
Roberts went with him on a pony. Richeard rode’a pony .
- ’
when he€ was sevén. He usually came home alone, - ‘
- 2 . -~ . i . M
-especially when the weather was aice._
. . ] e T (e " ¢ ¢
.- e < : w s
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