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Interviaw with Mr. & Mrs.. Rufus MeKimney
of Davidacm, Oklahoma. One of the oldest
married couples ia Tillmem County.

..

Ve m ;ppz'éuhhc our sixtieth year of married
life. I v;q'bon June 1, 1850, in Washington Cmty/
Arkansas. :",1‘

Amcag tas rAnorl there in those days the es-
seatials to awccess wers health, industry sad the abdility to read,
write and to "figger."™ Whea tie Civil War broke out
botweer the states ]I was just a barefooted doy of eleven
yoars, csrefree and 20t often reminded of Rhe Rnecessity
of going to any of the fow schools that were in Wash-
iangton County in thhpc days; however ] did attemd a
little one room log cadia school & fev moxths mtil
the war dbroke out.

My wife was borm over at Cinciuuti}n'kuuo;

a few lilolc from my childhood homé om April 28, 1849.
However our families kmew mothing of each other umtil
we moved %0 Gook County, Texss, im 1856.

On my first trip to Texas with my Tether amd
mother in 1858 1 saw my first train at Shemaas aad
the steam engine was such a curiosity we sll gathered
adbout to see how it worked. There were severml other

boys about my owa age Who were also Jjgst as ocurious
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to see the engine. Ome bOYy im a hurry to escape the
danger of the momstrous engine amd its dreadful ninv-
ing of steam jumped iato a wagonm.

My graadfather, Thomas MoKizney seat the
rirst copy of Cherokse Indian Alphabet to Washington,
D. C. It was seat im before the rexoval of the
Ok rokee Indiaas from Temnesses to their reservatioa
in the Indian Territory which later became Oklakoma,.

Soon after the war broke out between the
states, & band of dushwhackers were orgasized in
aorthera, Arkansas aad southera Missouri. These
baads vere WAramdans whe struck swiftly to rob,
pillage sad murdex Y ir eaemies and them maks a
hurried retreat to their readesvous. 44 I was dut
a small boy 1 wes mever molested, but I oftea saw
these dands come and go amd ~onrhurd them tell of
their raids and murders. The bushwhackers kaowa
as the Blackbura Geag had their Rhide-out iz the
Osark mountei as not far from our home im Arkansas.

It was Wais di-nnpéct far law that caused
the desth of my father, David MoKimmey im August 1865.
Several years defore that time ny father was oa the

graad jury aad helped indiat & Johm Johmsoa for play-
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ing cards ok Sunday. This gruige was carrisd by the
Johnsons watil 1t finplly culminated in my father
being shot ia the back sad murdered by the Johmsoxs
who had decome msmbers of the duskwhaokers.

I knoew Jesse James also. Im about 18835 the
Jams bdoys began their outlawry. They oftea visited
in northera parts of Arkaasas aad Jessies and Fraak
wore at our farm home several times. I was oaly a
small boy at that time, so they peid little attention
to me whea ] was aroumd, . but I heard things that im-
pressed me 30 that 1 have a vivid recollection of
them today.

In 1885 I set out for myself, making @ pro/:;nn:t
trip to &xico: I later took a Job driviag cattle
from southera Texas over the GRiXlicim fiveiil., Aad my
last job with Texas stockmen was takimg 18,000 head
of horses from southern Texas to the Black Hills of
South Dakota. However, I was unadls to make the
whole trip, for when we reached Yert Worth I was

aceidentally tiwrown from s horse anbdissbled ‘a0 ttiat I
could not coatinus.

1 thea waat to visit my ai-tor ia Cook County,

o>

Texas, and thers I met Miss Jane Smith. After a

L]
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brisf courtship we were married ia Cook County
November 15, 1877,
In 1910 we 8014 our farm in Texas sad
moved to Davidsoa, Oklshoma, asar whiok plao"é

we purchased a farm, upox which we still live.
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