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1 was born December U, 1853, two miles west of
where Vian, Oklahoma, now stands in the Cherokse Nation,

¥y mother, Batasey Ratoliff, a full«blood Cherokee

k4

Indian, was born in Géorgia and,camé to the .Cherokee

I

. Nation wibh her parents in the year of 1838 when the
Indians were removed from that state. She was a very

. I3 . . . - .
small child at that time but L do not mow just how.

. - - - >
0old the was. _ - . . -

& N

‘ty Pather, jalter {better Kuown as.-abt) Thornton, . .° -

.

was also & Cherokee Indiah. lle was known us un old
- »——setvlag,—- \wrztg.coma_‘ta the ,T&.rl‘itd ‘*;39_§£§i’§_~§1;e removul, "

In the ye@r of 1.’164.,. the Clvil ar broké out. I~ '

et e

-mag’ onl,/ "le;.ht yeurs old ut the_tide and my two‘ Brothéra /

werse Joung@r then I. At) the very beginning of the war,
all the settlers of the doumtry were forced to leaves

¥

-M»mzd-—ae}ak» ‘Bafely for- .thamaelvea and, familigs, _$0u weat

north seeking proteotion from the northern armiess and

othera i‘lad to the south. . .

Y.
s ~ b 4 )

o

My fathar was neutral and aia rrot want to. go away,
he did not. boliava 1n "“&utins. ;ls/{,» he did not belien '
\,__Jgn nlavory and long berorwth&max} Vhe fraad tl;gn”bne Jegro
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slavo‘vhom he had 1nh¢r1ted from his rathox-'a oatate.

In 1881, a oompanv of .:kouthom mldiera, lsd by
capf.ain Oharlcy Holt, oame to our platm. Captain HOM"'
oaund t0 fathor and aaid. 1Get roady Watt end lets 30.
you will have to fight. Oonnoquontly, father was forced

vzinto the Southern ammy. ' : . | P ‘

‘ ' 5% tho' time they took fathor away, ‘thare wers no
other femilies left in fhe goun$ry. e had three horses
and mothpr got on cne of them &nd toom 10y youngeat brother

o _(who was: onlv about three years old) and my other brothor ’

took our feathar bed rand guilts un another pony. I was

-

on fhe tvhird ona, loaded with all the vots, pnna and

[V

—sevoral daya e 1ust acoutarl around. up and dmvn the. _'

————— e e

Oaﬁédian Riamr, brying to atay as near to father ag we

~

oould, He ~could get plenty to sat anywhere, .veryot}e_

L4 - ‘
*
4 ’

had gohe, leaving éﬁiokeny, ocattle and averything o run

' Wil4, and there was lote'of corn in-the Litsis fields;.

but in = shci,rt $ime the wi;i" became so fierce that mother
. N s . N \ - . “:‘e .

‘reuit'zed‘thatme must get out. of the o‘oumzry o be killed . '

-~

a0 ao hqaded south and kept going until we reaohed the

'._»Bgd River, we vere not ab!.e to croaa the rlver and upon

Lo
e 3T G
8 3 -

e -

*

’ cgakiing. utensils T oouIa edrrys, W sturted ouﬁnd*for‘—«

o
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. nout‘iix’s around, wo‘ fTound that this was Chootaw Country
end that the Choctaws were not being molested by the war

80 'ws dBoided to stay here, and did stay for the duration

& - . ’

~6f_ the war.,-
Io?athér continued in the service of tha Southern army,
serving uader Géneral Stan Wa’f;;e‘ until 1865, when he died
- of ,'siékne‘ss right at the oclose of the wa;'. ‘He wae ;mried

at & little place that was called Jackson in ‘an Indian
A X

hY
-~
Y

.cametery. }
- T .
As.soon ds the war was over, we ceme homs. The . Lo

. -
- M -

| h'kansaa Rivor was a line 8etweon the no%end the south

and thoeé who had gone north were afraid to cross to the

Ld rd

south aide of the river and those who hnd gone aouth~were -

c‘\arraid %o cross to the north -8ide. Yhen we returned ‘to R )
"« our old hcme, we found one chair which was made of hickory
by tho ramous Sequoyah, writer cf tho cherokee alphabat, in
the potatomeuar under the house. I 51'.111 have, the old
' chair;. m alao ronnd-our -old —black mottled face miloh
“cow vho had ’asoapad baing eaten by the aoldiers. She was
_almont wild but soon grow gentle agafln.’ That ia_ail ne —~ _,-
had %o atm our homo on again. o - ‘

- 7 kN

K At that um, 1 was about 12 years old and was thy ¢ .

. . .
A S ! . . ¢




R Ay i enuaemenendiminietdacaee Blann o L e
THORNTON, WALLACE. INTERVIE, . ' E

. ‘ \ 1)

only dependence nother hed es the othqrfiwo‘ﬁoyn w§po
too young to da_anything.‘-uy first job was ocutting oorn-
‘athlks, piokiné'%hem qb'and piling and burnihg them. I -
' roceived 207 a day for this work, o

In 1870; I hired out %o a man hemed Willlem Ohoats,
who liygqibeﬂween the' Arkanses :nd Tllinois Rivers near
.Webbers Falla. The~t{rst‘t;o yoara\];worked for him I
only got 25¢ @ & day for my work, 1 oﬁid eayq‘éver§'penny
that I gould unsil I woul@'gg@ngﬁggqithen f'uould buy ¥

a yoarliﬁg. In'ﬁhis'hdy 1 soon had amnll herd of oattls,

——— e

. M, onéZZZ”GSEi& not allow.his arden to ve plowed
and T alvays had to spaas 1% np.' 1 think “tnes. 1s the
cause of ny legm being in such a con ition now. (Mr.
“faprnton 1e paralyzed in his lowar lﬁmba arid cennot welk).

' In the yfing of 1878, Mr. Ohoate put meé out on a .

' big sanoh.down on-Negro Créek, herding dbout soo head of _

FSIN +

oattla. Later 1n ‘the year, he #old: hia oattlo and I went -

‘* with %halaan who rought- them, - Bob Vann, Famous swith-ané« e
one orotuo othor old oowboyn from vestern territory helped
~t9~m;:; the O&ttlﬁn “We 0;1;Pd ﬁhe western cowboya "longhorna. ’
wu had to tvim the oatt%e across the arkensas River.

'Tﬁat took us nbout nll day’ anaxéa were all wet and aold when

AMAMnQMzg&MQQgQ!Qp‘
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I
* Sam Cgbdb and a maa'ﬂ;med flutton had a stors on the -

hill sabove (ebbers Ealla and wa al)l wont there to dr&

. our’ olothoa and - to get warm, Thab is wheru I héﬂ ny

-

first drink of Priokly uBh Bittéra and also smoked my

first gigar. It was hard to got whiskey in the Indian ’ .

© eountry in those dsys and & lot of people ‘bought this

< Prickly ash Bittpra-(a patont mgdioine) end drank it for

the alobhol that was in it. They had no whiskey there at

—

.~ the store so the boes)boughg’aomigor this bitteres end

: passed 1t around aﬁa)or gouree, when the bottle cems to me,.

I took a bix drink - but, 6ne drink wae ennugh. ﬁéxt he,

passod around & box of ocigars and I ook one and tried to

' 11ght 1t bus 1t wouldn's smoke 80 1 got around by Bob

,,,,,,,,

thn and-told‘him that my cigﬁr wouldn’t smoke and he found

that I had lit the wrong end g oalled the attention cf ail

the boys and ot‘couree, tbey had a big laugh on e, ~

A e M o

In 1879, -1 came buok home and married uinnie Garrieon,

“r ~\

"a niege of Jaesio and Return Foreman. Her tatner was @,

.
b3 »\-v('l

uhite.man trom Gesorgia, S8he was an orphan and was an inmate

of the Cherokes Orphans Home at Tahlsquah for a number of

—

" years, during the time that Father nunoaq"? uuporintendont.

Lator, the Home wan moved to Saline or what is now Salina,

-

o ORI ahoma,
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During the war, we usod'pf"cho&’éé}n for cofﬁee;

' we calledgit Jefr Davis Coffee afypr Teneral Tefqéraon

B .
Davis, and all tkhe bieedicn we hfd wery wude pf rye
) Ja N ‘ ' ‘ +
flour, This brend, when copked,’ sus of a. bluigh color
fngle d 0 7 Lai%e tlke chbag biseults.
. li o
aftes-bhe cr, the mail wae gerried {ruh Fort uibson

ty ort wit o horseb}cK, The route d¥dn't foll)w the
r . » -~

.-

. N ad it
Pilitar, wad. Tug_old roite ran vetweon here tne H.l.P,

Jepr. and the- 8tJrus {7 vian nos stand. [n a r'e. years

the horseb:ck r:.ute Q;@ sbzndomed nd a gt e lL.as was

estu’ lisa.d. e stage ¢ c.as ware drowu by four qorses,
\ N

ghers :=re csrin o regular stops wlon,, the stage roates

whera pzasendera coild ospurd or leave btnw at:«e anach,

. JRT . LT . -

ZverTy Tew ziles wuere wns a soage ab: d wiord they ohanged

A .- . -

the horses and plso Bhanged drivers. Thers e n ugnie

&

LT s e e A et

" ST .\ . .
gtnad just at tho soHuth edse U annt is now Laslisaw and

anothor was Qoody's Station near where Greunw,od Juncuion

= s
-

is nov located. 308;3@9dy~hﬁd a bi --corril vhere nnd

kepi and fed tiuc atagbitéam& aund also bourded the drivera.

.

The Indian Territory stage couches only wenL tu the

v

<

,Arkansas Wiver und thie passenpern ~nd nail were trane-

4 4

ferred woross the river by ‘steemboat where an Arkensis

s s v——
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stage coach met them.e

. ) , \
A1), the clothes we had were rade from ¢ sﬁon and wool -

which we~raised., .o pickedthe seeds out of t § cotton,
. ‘ ; \

~ washed it und spun it into thread und wove.it ihio cloth
with which to meke .ur clothes: For many ni.hts I huve

sut "up and spun cottcn and I worked especiutlly hard if I
‘ 5 | ‘/
was coing tu et ¢ new shirt,
\
. A

: h. t
46 also tanned our owr cow Lidees to .meke our ulices.

“e hed nc teciks so, we had {bo use pegs mude out of wood
Jo had différent trides for diffierent men to follow
Just =s we have today. There wers men wh: did noiifing .

ﬁut bulld spinnin, -heéls nnd cell them. wailt -~

vo.

. looms.,. Sdma,mgde~cardsﬁta
. ‘ )

- » - i
and some mude shoes to sell

2,

—pmude-by-hand. _Thers ®wus .no |
- en ax, saw.~nd plane, These| too, were m
v -

de at home. ' .
e had no matéhes either. If it réfned ~ud pub out our - -

*

pisce of flint into somelgun owder gnd lint cotton,

we ' had noﬁrépe tﬁan-aﬁd»{éd to/make our plow lines
frcm th;“bark of Pq-?% trées. | In/the spriné wheén tne6,
sap would rise, we uo&ld‘find all ?o-Pé tTee 'and peal

the bark from the gax ground ¢ e $op. Thbn wa would

T
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split this into narrow strips end plait four strands to-

'gethar, making a nige round rdbe}
Tho country wds all free range. ﬁo'one képt thetr
The rarmors all had what,they callcdkﬂnlt

Th(,

:» lioks, made by cutting trees down and hewing the top. or.

the logs fllat and would keep salt on tﬁese logs ‘and %ho
. . w,
oaxtla would come to these and lick salt. Thgt kapt them

:rom atraying eway too far, Howaver, we had some\gattlé“*

to stray off into the Cookson hills and I went to hunt

‘ w v
_WAS 8 Creek Indian living over thero named

——_them, _

Creek MoCoy,| and ; went to his house and asked him if

any stray ¢a tle'hﬁd teken up with his herd. He said,

#I*ll -gee;" gnd he tookjan 0ld com horn and we went out

e 15&0 the woods to his salt llok end he éavevﬁ fow blasts ~
\ on that old o¢w horn and pretty soon gattle began to come

. Rl . o :
from every Q}ﬁection. That was the way 'he called his cattle

‘ 4
- when he -put out salt for them. ——

- I was a member Of the Cherokee Council and voted to
. open up-the Cherokes {strip in 1893, -Joel B, Mayse was

Ohler of the Cherokeo Nation: The day‘that NEXIX We Qera
\ : ! .

to voco on the- 6111, very oitizen in the whole country

x came to Tahleqaah an woqld geng up at the windows and



'

next thing to take plaoo m the Cherokee Payment. Every

one was mterested then and no one opposed that bill.

\
ry tL) hear and aeo\hon we ware voting. .
'\ Tho pbrth, what' is now republicans, were opponed e
to the bill and the soutﬁ‘or demaarats favored 1t
é;nator Gebrga Olark made a spsech boforo tho Co ‘oti
that dsy, In his spsech he said, "I am going: to vpte for

thc. bill bacause the people want~1f, but when thab is

\ dbne, ths next thing will be the allotting of the land

and every Indies will only be allomed so much land." nd - ‘

his propfmoy came to paaa {n a very short time. But the .

Thie ittt payment was made at B‘or’ﬁtbson. Everyone had

to go thexie %o get their money. Theé Payment was made in

and meny fights. Some. Indiana‘would épt their money and
lose most of it before they would leave, Dthér
swapping horses and 80 on. : ,

| The ‘olection or officers among the Indial
®rferent to m.u' elections now. Instead ot'
primry 11ke we have riow o nominato oandid for t!p N

ariona orﬂcu. the council umzld havo a ouqﬁ am‘nhorc
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and anyone who wanted to attend could do so. fhoy’would

_ all sit esround in a oircle and the men would\got up and *
nominate. the perscn they wanted for a certain office end
c;pnéne elas would nominate a different peraoﬁ. A olerk - ‘ .
woul& make & liutjor the names and whet office he was

- nominated for.
Whenlolootion day cams, therse were many full-biéods

who could not read andiwriba 8o they were let into a room,
one at a tige as their turn came and;they would tell a

olerk who they wanted to Yote for and he would write their

‘namne down and drog them into the bdx to be gounted. .

(4



