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. ' INTERVIEW UpBL MRS. ATWOOB RISNER
North 1 s t , / S t . , Durant ,0 kla homa
Born-1870, Old Doaksvil le
Cherokee Notion.

f ' * ; • ' *
/ * - *

. • Fatheri-s. name William C._ Strickler
Mother/a name Malisia Echols.

Wiliara Coral Strickler, white man.

My father came/to the Indian Territory frpjuiVash ng-

Co.,. Arkansas,, soon after the Civil iVar and locates,

near, the Old Dofiksville Trading Post. That and one at ..

-.' ?f>riat Tezas,/were the.only Trading Posts.
• •

/ . Father spent one winter at Old Ft. >Vashi'ta,caring

for the".army mules. The grass and cane was so good there,

they did./riot-have to faelk taem. ^ ^

W mother, Ito'lisia Echols Strickler,-4ived to be niriety3

last

8a. They are both buried in Caddo Cemetery.

I attended school at the Old Bennington Schqol until

was sent to Kid .Key College at, ShermAn, Texas. x

1 married Atwood Eisner, who was an intermarried citizen.

, His f irst wife was Minnie Peters, 'a fullblood Clioctaw, and

they had two children who are s t i l l ' l iv ing^ Mrs. Frank

Lewis of Durant, and Bud Risner. *
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«• " tfe had no children, but adopted three orphan Qhoctaw

children. One i s s t i l l living," Mrs, Ju l ia Ph i l l ips of

Ardiriore. One boy,. Galvin'Bryant, was ki l led in prance

the las t day of the war at 10:30*

Mr. Risner was iri the c a t t l e business, and when he

v/ould go to buy ca t t l e over the country, he would carry

gold and s i lver - in saddle poTSfce.ts- attached, to "his saddle.

The Indians would not accept jJa^per money, as* they had tp •
* ' ' " *

go to Texas t o put i t in "a."Bank. 'The go|d or s i lver they
* I ' , 1 * •

would bury. He would be 'goife two or three weeks at a
• • . - " . - " • > } ' • ' °

time. ° •
'/Robert Jon&3-and. h is mother owned some'catt le, with

• ' /

ray father and w.e were fixing to sell/them and had a bun

315

of cow hands helping divide them, and when the men we]

a l l seated/for.dinner ilr. Young, a United States Marslial, ' ~'-

came in/so a r res t Robert Jones, who had k i l l ed ,h i s step-

father and had been'hiding from the law. -Papa was his •
/ . : . • -i

friend and ha'd told him not to come to the house that

> bui he, did. V/hen the Marshal came in Robert, h is
/ • • • • • . • •

ncle and his brother-in-law were seated at the t ab l e .

'They a l l jumped up and began shooting, running into the
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Robert ki l led W . • Young f̂che Marslial. N$r, father,.

put hils body in the wkgon and'•took i t to Caddo and that

night,lhe met Robert and helped him to escape into Texas.

The uncvLe and brother-in-iaw were arrested and my father

and 1 were calied to Ft\. Smith as**a witness. It took us

"a .week tp make the t r i p \ i n a wagon,, and the t r i a l 'was post-

poned and we went the selcond time, some.of us r iding horse-

back and some in the wagon, but the t r i a l was n'eyer heard, .

"The Jones boy l a t e r camejback, and my father kept him5 post-

ed. *LQ died while trying to dodge off icers . R. M. Jones

was his -father and.he owned a beautiful homl̂  near

Robert was only 18 years old when he died. After h i s ;death
i

the case was dropped<> Old Lake /Jest belonged i;o ^he Jones

familyo . , •, . " """ j

.'•' i
. ^My father^was "the only one who raised wheat. He would

take i t to Paris., Texas, -fco.have i t ground, taking'two daystwo daj

for. the t r ip ' . There was a g r i s t mill down on Clear /creek

near Vail iant , Operated by Ralph'Arlson,and when, my fatheri
•A ii

took his meal there to be ground, we would'gp'wj thih

spend the day. All of us had pur own horse, saddle' and l a r i
•* • •-•"''* " " ^ - - 7

i . « . /

.Ve wouldnTt le t each, other ride our horse. I had four s i s t e r s
• . • 7 *
• • . . ' ' • ; • • "

and three'brothers,, all .of whom are living.
* * * . ' * ''

My mother and.Auntie spun and wo^e for the/ family during
\ ' • . . • ; ' ^ ' , ' • ;

the Civil War. , " " .
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/> We attended school, a t Old Bennington Mission •-*

school,"hoarding therewi th William Gardner for two '
** , I *

* **

year8, then Mother to.ok us to Caflda and stayed there

with, us during, the school" terra, vVhen I was older, I> .

attended Kid Key College," Sherman, Texas.-

Mr..fiianer was great to play pranks^on the Indians.

llis f i r s t wife was a fulUblood Choctaw and Mr, Risner

spoka Cnoctaw» He and John 0 Riley were working for
t *

• Bennie Hunter, and AJwood. v/as teaching' John the Choctaw

language; so one day at the dinner table Mr. Hunter

said "John, l e t me hear you.talk Qhoctaw to the g i r l s " , '

so John began saying something and Hunter said "Stop

John, Atwood been teaching you d i r ty t a lk . I wi l l teach

/tVhile-^livin.g ?n Rook Cre,ak e igh t miles from Durant.',
• • • *^v«' - * '< "I • ' ' ' •

i.twood had a Clioctaw fr iend by" the name of Daniel Pay ton,

I ' '

and aftejr Mr* Risner moved to town^ Daniel seemed^ito grow

cool'Ttowara'JMmf. One... day someone asked him what was the

matter, he said, "well, before .utwood moved to town he

would buy c,igar\ and give Jre halT7 n<3w 1

• smoke a l l of itl\ t t ' •.

. F /


