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BIOGRAPHY OF M¥r. ¥W. F. McKnight
Healdton, Oklahoma

BORN March 30, 1667
Indiena

*

Fathers John McKnight Mother: Ollie
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Fifty years ngo this April, #. F. EcKni_ht came to Healdton,

snd entared the drug business; a profession he has been engeged in ever

since. Jhen he ceme Orme's store was the only business in town. Thi
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store slso housed ths post office. 411 mail cane from bill Creek, Oklahoma,f

then os to Spanish Fort, Texas. If the creeks wers up the settlers ~c 1d
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- ——pometimes-go-for. four or five weeks without race1v1ng mall. A1Y

frei ht wes hauled from Gainsville by wagon. Someti. es when a wagon
load of flour would arrive from Gainsville, }r. Crme would never put it
in ths siore, lut would ssll it to his customers before he had time to

The vagor road ran due scuth out of Healddton,

teucht &s hizh as sixty pupils at one time. Subjects taught were srithnetic
A.b.C.'s, and Elue Baé%égpaller.
The grestest attraction for kcKnight at this tiwe was Dr.
Gordon's daughter, Jennie. Is would dismiss schocl soretime for es r .ch
as a week at a time in order tr pay « visit to Healdton.

After his marriage in April, 1887, he established his first urug.
tusiness at Healdton in a log cabin twelve foot square. An o0ld post office
cabinet the first sver used in Healdton is still in his possession,

‘Dr. Gordon bought the first Miller buggy ever used in Healdton.

The first automobile was called a "White Steamsr" and was owned by the
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meil carrier from Ardmore. People came from miles around to see it.
If the weather was favorable it managed to get tre mail to Healdton

ever other day.

(end)



