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Indian~Pi.onb>-.r History Project for bidahoma • . V., "' \ ' .'"'

.y/prlrer'S' name_ Amelia !"• Harris.

vfe oado on ( L i e ) • 1 9 g
7 '

ane Catharine Donnley Reid

?ct Offi^e A«i'1 ress Ovi,.;,oin£ '"ity, Oklahoma,

o-s (or location) 1713 Hortb Indiana

LTE OF BIRTH: Month - would no t <ive " - D^y

Lace ef b i r t h y L i n c o l n County Kentucky '

me

Ithef information abou- % 4h~r, caiae to .«merica a t age of n ineteen ^

me of Mother Fannie 3ufcrd Donnley ^'1" g ' of b i r t h Bourbon,» Kentuck3r

)ther information i.^oivt Mntht»r •

' /•• •' « _\ I r e l a n d
of Father i&\7a:rd Dennley ?! ' -r- of b i r t h Cookafrora, 8o"u t̂3

^ _
\

\ -

or. complete'-narrative by the field v;ork^-r dt^lir..^ v.ith +he l i f e and s to ry* \
person interviewed. -Rater to Manual for rju^coted subjects t \nd'^pstions* w

lue on blank sheets i f n^cessr-ry and attach flrrrJLy to th i s ferm. Nundber^of
i attached' & ' »-., : — • - - ——L_JL_ ^
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is' j?..Harris,.
Interviewer, •• • V

--.n Interview -.vith '"rc/'Cc-tnt-.rine
"*:.oru.ley us id, 1712 worth inii> - , "* '

i th "iothf:r i2\r»-

s p i r e ^ i n -entucrcy. They vere v e r y / c , ; . tVrta. l y f.xy^. in

t: .U' .761*1 oTS"-f"'S%,"'Cv;.-.5rstin' chief! . • •'£ i ' -u r .

i ' 'Jhey s Lz los t of t h e i r i r / n e r V , ;.'.r' ;.-.,. •-. \:~ s

,t slve yeurs oi'., -.oveo. to "'.i

. f i u i s h i a . ;iy edu^etionfchere ^ , . u r - i e a . r . J«

L66

j . x iii the Lii'e Insur; :iCe usiiic^s. e ̂ .

to V i c t o r i t , r . r i t i ^ . . C c l x ^ i u , t*> as t ; . l i s n our ;:o\v-hc :e .

J. e l £ o i i \ ; t c ' i v e c, f t .v i : i c i d - :t.\; !:•:• o n : ' . . r i .>oci ; ' : t i ; , . i s
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the pr ice . 1 had.t./o l i t t l e . ' i r l j four :.;vi s:

ohe.pointed to t<u;ir clothes, i.;»r zr:.n X.Q i,W:

brought-out several dresses u;id & x -:..-e:>.

her t?-t . :r; tli./i ; 1L, 0 it ^ne of.d/ 'IIo, i-..-7t '

c few ,, _ „ j c Cc. :;̂  ';..c ,-^.i t.. .ore err.ei. 1

. .. \ ', I
c l c t . ' i - i a m ' c x c . i t - : 1 . t . . J : ; C ">u t t,.i_ ^ r i c s i t : ^
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; . ' . c i T o r i ? e ; • < • : ' • £ . . i ^ ' . *."•
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w l - i i • i l ' l —
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Tfe had the Cree Indians jtod,^ They v/ere tell tmd

stately aad the women were very beautiful,,. The
• •' " ' : ' ' ' u- r

were avhigher type of Indian th^n the Sanwich* Their

mode of l iving was l ike ttre unite people, 'They ha.*

their hor.es bui l t modern, i.nd furnished beautifully

then.

• I was ,qui£e frier.dly with Mrs. ..'illiaL, a fu l l

'j^lopd Cree, She had been- Eiarried three t ines to sea

"captains, a l l high .class ,inei., 'Pvro had t̂ Ued, cud .she \̂v§i-"

living with her "third,- Captain ..iilierc*'"Their hone .̂t.s

beautiful nm/furnished lavishly but in (;opd t a s t e .

Ivirsi yilliara nad lo t s of property, especially rent
ti aTrsgSirtr* On'e~oT" her

took the typhoid fever t«4 v/^s too sick .to T?ork,
- »J' s • ' . - '

fcf^ii-o months." He got beki:»d-vith :.is rejit'. Then iie •* = •,,

/-.t t;o work and /took, E rel&pse, kv/as'. sick ;>notner &cjr;h, '
". • i v

.^Zind-Tias'unable $T\ky ren t . TLe agent told LJ?S. .tilliam., ,'-

t^et he'was going to ~u't i;hem out, . tl ;at'fKly^4e^er vfould

be able to pay the ren t . But she. "Sv-ia "'I,o, vr&it a'iuonth".
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The next month he told her that he was not going t,o

wait longer for rent•." She said, "a l l r i ^ h t , no pay '-.£-,-

have to get out." That day Krs, . . i i l ia; '£.£.(*?•£

to s e e t h e white tenant1 r.d gave ^hei| sixty d'<

for four mcnths rent at fifteen dol lars : er rr.cntli; •

ar>d xcld the aick ..an to pay.the a^ent- ..hen he c&me,

but not to t e l l , -nd not to worry ; "when ::.u t.re ••ell,'.'

work and, ray me."

,r,o re la te th i s incident, for s..e ... s auch

a ^etut i -ul .character . I ccv.ld\-*ive nany i:ic'dti-.ts t..et

.risppiLû Q uhile ?/e lived there .

Lir, Reid aied, ii.d 1 l.ad .o atf i»onethii../ ".c -rovi_e

a giving forv7v'self and two r i r l s , Oklahoma wes .the most

/luck^ovtt-^-.ere," 1 sold •.•ll^ny'Abjelpnririrs,, t'nd with my

tv.o children ar r ived ' in Oklahoma City,.-"ovembe"r 6, 19C1.

I -..'cndere'd what I could do to ggt r ich qui.ck.. The

:ec..le'were ful l of pep and a l l seemed in a hurry. I

caught the fever, I had a' l i f e ce r t i f i ca te to. te-ach, sov-^

•I went to see the school board, and found they-only paid •

small salaries . , to.o-small for th ree . to l ive on cpmfdrtably.
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My, newly ma*de friend's suggested t h a t I 3 tar t , a .'

* »
danoing school' as there, was none in the s;.ty» I

' . . i

opened up a school f i r s t in my own home,then my class

gcfiv?-ap large, that I rented a store building on Gr&ai

avenue. I we., very successful i n / t h i s profession, t.rd

taught i'or t h i r y-.-•'ears'. L.y pupils vvere mixe^ blood

Xhickasaw, Ghoctaw a-nd-white children. I could ..ot t e l l ,

"he.whites from the Indi*p$s, as there v/as*yery l i t t l e

difference in their complexions. Their ab i l i ty to learn \

v^a a^.out eqii-1.", "

I had the 'pportu^aty co r^::e *he i l .Reno and Lawton

drawin/: a t that time. I d idn ' t v;ar.t & ra :-.; ^didn't know

vmct I could do with one i f I was lucky in the drswir..^.

>e drove >feafiSSi over to iliii^i'is'^r to see- the CheyenneIndians in- thei r ceremonial oun Dance» ^They -swayed their

"opd^es to the rhytim of the Tom-Torn,' ^ninal teeifo and v • .
• . -* "

different-kind of shells ."strung .en Luck'ski r: stri g3

• "* .

were hung around .their li'eeks, wrists,. i..d l e ^ s . The luusic

via3 .'/e-ird, . jut 'be.autiful, and the d^nce v/cs very^ graceful

a*.d colorful;,teo# Both men and women would h&ve their faces

painte^. Their chiefs rtould-bave their feathered regal ia >

on. Other m n̂ would have buckskin c lothes . The women- a l l
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dressed in bright colors, rath >red and ..blue ribbons
4 *

hanging from a bow at their shoulders to the uera liife

of "their dresses. The"" dances were well v/orth driving

.a lpiig way to see. ' •

' . luay SO, 1930, i organi eu {the Jeffersoniaa Club,

•vis elected x^resident and nave'.held t.\at office up "the

present dL^e. I organized the1 first\%sln»e5s .Vopan's

Club in-Oklahoma City, in 1920, 1 or^c.ni-zed the, Mrs t
• ' • . r ' • ' • / • ' • • I * '

fictivitie^ for Ce*holie v:o!hen, nd /he fiist uathclic

Guild. I ^clvocate l̂ oixd l&ld Vae" foundation;

for the system of

.r5=fctice has been e

in Gklahorna.

-. I.
'""••-• I

s'ores ": 'six-o'plocL.

i i th?lt.r -esi ci t ies

Consumers Jfkiucati'anal ... 5'. ii. Project .


